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Filed by Sanofi-Synthélabo
Pursuant to Rule 165 and Rule 425(a) under the United States Securities Act of 1933,

as amended, and deemed filed pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b)(2) of the
United States Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended

Subject Company: Aventis
Commission File No. 001-10378

Date: March 3, 2004

     On or after March 3, 2004, a French language version of the following communication was first sent to employees
of Sanofi-Synthelabo. In addition, on March 8, 2004, it is expected that the following English-language version of the
communication, together with the French-language version, will be made available to employees of Sanofi-Synthelabo
on the company�s intranet website. The communication may subsequently be translated into other languages and made
available to employees of Sanofi-Synthelabo on the local intranet websites in various countries where
Sanofi-Synthelabo has operations.

* * * *

In connection with the proposed acquisition of Aventis, Sanofi-Synthélabo has filed with the United States
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), a registration statement on Form F-4 (File no: 333-112314), which
includes a preliminary prospectus and related exchange offer materials, to register the Sanofi-Synthélabo ordinary
shares (including Sanofi-Synthélabo ordinary shares represented by Sanofi-Synthélabo ADSs) to be issued in
exchange for Aventis ordinary shares held by holders located in the United States and for Aventis ADSs held by
holders wherever located. At the appropriate time, Sanofi-Synthélabo will file a Statement on Schedule TO with the
SEC. Investors and holders of Aventis securities are strongly advised to read the registration statement and
the preliminary prospectus, the related exchange offer materials and the final prospectus and the Statement
on Schedule TO (when available), and any other relevant documents filed with the SEC, as well as any
amendments and supplements to those documents, because they will contain important information. Investors
and holders of Aventis securities may obtain free copies of the registration statement, the preliminary prospectus
and related exchange offer materials, and the final prospectus and Statement on Schedule TO (when available), as
well as other relevant documents filed with the SEC, at the SEC�s web site at www.sec.gov and will receive
information at the appropriate time on how to obtain transaction-related documents for free from Sanofi-Synthélabo
or its duly designated agent.
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