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ITEM 7.01.                                  REGULATION FD DISCLOSURE.

On June 6, 2012, the Company issued a press release entitled “Chembio Approved for Listing on NASDAQ”.   A copy
of the press release is furnished herewith as Exhibit 99.1.

On June 7, 2012, the Company issued a press release entitled “Chembio Files Final Module of Premarket Approval
Application with FDA for DPP® Point-of-Care HIV 1/2 Rapid Test”.   A copy of the press release is furnished
herewith as Exhibit 99.2.

On June 11, 2012 the Company issued a press release entitled “Chembio to Ring Opening Bell Today on NASDAQ”.  A
copy of the press release is furnished herewith as Exhibit 99.3.

The information in this Item 7.01 of this Form 8-K is being furnished and shall not be deemed “filed” for the purposes of
Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, or otherwise subject to the liabilities of that section. The
information in this Item 7.01 of this Form 8-K also shall not be deemed to be incorporated by reference into any filing
under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, except to the extent that the
Company specifically incorporates it by reference.

ITEM 9.01.                      FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS

Exhibits.

99.1 Press Release entitled “Chembio Approved for Listing on NASDAQ” dated June 6,
2012.

99.2 Press Release entitled “Chembio Files Final Module of Premarket Approval
Application with FDA for DPP® Point-of-Care HIV 1/2 Rapid Test” dated June 7,
2012.

99.3 Press Release entitled “Chembio to Ring Opening Bell Today on NASDAQ” dated
June 11, 2012.

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

June 11, 2012                                                                            Chembio Diagnostics, Inc.
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By:    /s/ Lawrence A. Siebert                                      
Lawrence A. Siebert

EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
Number Description
99.1 Press Release entitled “Chembio Approved for Listing on NASDAQ”

dated June 6, 2012.
99.2 Press Release entitled “Chembio Files Final Module of Premarket

Approval Application with FDA for DPP® Point-of-Care HIV 1/2
Rapid Test” dated June 7, 2012

99.3 Press Release entitled “Chembio to Ring Opening Bell Today on
NASDAQ” dated June 11, 2012

f such series, and any mandatory sinking fund or analogous payments thereon, on the scheduled due dates therefor.
Such a trust may be established only if, among other things:

(1) the Company has delivered to the trustee an opinion of counsel (as specified in the applicable indenture) with regard to certain
matters, including an opinion to the effect that the holders of such debt securities will not recognize income, gain or loss for federal income
tax purposes as a result of such deposit and discharge and will be subject to federal income tax on the same amounts and in the same manner
and at the same times as would have been the case if such deposit and defeasance had not occurred, and which opinion of counsel must be
based upon:

(a) a ruling of the U.S. Internal Revenue Service to the same effect; or

(b) a change in applicable U.S. federal income tax law after the date of the indenture such that a ruling is no longer required;
12
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(2) no Event of Default shall have occurred or be continuing; and

(3) such deposit shall not result in a breach or violation of, or constitute a default under the applicable indenture or any other material
agreement or instrument to which the Company is a party or by which the Company is bound.
The prospectus supplement may further describe these or other provisions, if any, permitting defeasance with respect to the debt securities

of any series.

Subordination of Subordinated Debt Securities

The senior debt securities will constitute part of our Senior Indebtedness (as defined below) and will rank pari passu with all outstanding
senior debt. Except as set forth in the related prospectus supplement, the subordinated debt securities will be subordinated, in right of payment,
to the prior payment in full of our Senior Indebtedness, including the senior debt securities, whether outstanding at the date of the subordinated
indenture or thereafter incurred, assumed or guaranteed.

Except as set forth in the related prospectus supplement, �Senior Indebtedness� means:

(1) the principal of and unpaid interest on indebtedness for money borrowed;

(2) purchase money and similar obligations;

(3) obligations under capital leases or leases of property or assets made as part of any sale and leaseback transaction;

(4) guarantees, assumptions or purchase commitments relating to, or other transactions as a result of which the Company is responsible
for the payment of, such indebtedness of others;

(5) renewals, extensions and refunding of any such indebtedness;

(6) interest or obligations in respect of any such indebtedness accruing after the commencement of any insolvency or bankruptcy
proceedings; and

(7) obligations associated with derivative products such as interest rate and currency exchange contracts, foreign exchange contracts,
commodity contracts, and similar arrangements;

unless, in each case, the instrument by which the Company incurred, assumed or guaranteed the indebtedness or obligations described in
clauses (1) through (7) hereof expressly provides that such indebtedness or obligation is not senior in right of payment to the subordinated debt
securities.

Upon any distribution of the Company�s assets in connection with any dissolution, winding up, liquidation or reorganization of the
Company, whether in a bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization or receivership proceeding or upon an assignment for the benefit of creditors or
any other marshalling of the Company�s assets and liabilities or otherwise, except a distribution in connection with a merger or consolidation or a
conveyance or transfer of all or substantially all of the properties of the Company in accordance with the subordinated indenture, the holders of
all Senior Indebtedness shall first be entitled to receive payment of the full amount due thereon before the holders of any of the subordinated
debt securities are entitled to receive any payment in respect of the subordinated debt securities. In the event that a payment default shall have
occurred and be continuing with respect to the Senior Indebtedness, the holders of all Senior Indebtedness shall first be entitled to receive
payment of the full amount due thereon before the holders of any of the subordinated debt securities are entitled to receive any payment in
respect of the subordinated debt securities. In the event that the principal of the subordinated debt securities of any series shall have been
declared due and payable pursuant to the subordinated indenture and such declaration shall not have been rescinded and annulled, the holders of
all Senior Indebtedness outstanding at the time of such declaration shall first be entitled to receive payment of the full amount due thereon, or
provision shall be made for such payment in full, before the holders of any of the subordinated debt securities are entitled to receive any
payment in respect of the subordinated debt securities.
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This subordination will not prevent the occurrence of any event of default with respect to the subordinated debt securities. There is no
limitation on the issuance of additional Senior Indebtedness in the subordinated indenture.

Global Debt Securities

The debt securities of a series may be issued in whole or in part in the form of one or more global securities that will be deposited with, or
on behalf of, a depository (a �Debt Depository�) identified in the applicable prospectus supplement. Global securities may be issued in either
registered or bearer form and in either temporary or permanent form. Unless otherwise provided in such prospectus supplement, debt securities
that are represented by a global security will be issued in denominations of $1,000 or any integral multiple thereof and will be issued in
registered form only, without coupons. Payments of principal of, and interest, if any, on debt securities represented by a global security will be
made by the Company to the trustee under the applicable indenture, and then forwarded to the Debt Depository.

We anticipate that any global securities will be deposited with, or on behalf of, The Depository Trust Company (�DTC�), and that such global
securities will be registered in the name of Cede & Co., DTC�s nominee. We further anticipate that the following provisions will apply to the
depository arrangements with respect to any such global securities. Any additional or differing terms of the depository arrangements will be
described in the prospectus supplement relating to a particular series of debt securities issued in the form of global securities.

So long as DTC or its nominee is the registered owner of a global security, DTC or its nominee, as the case may be, will be considered the
sole Holder of the debt securities represented by such global security for all purposes under the applicable indenture. Except as described below,
owners of beneficial interests in a global security will not be entitled to have debt securities represented by such global security registered in
their names, will not receive or be entitled to receive physical delivery of debt securities in certificated form and will not be considered the
owners or holders thereof under the applicable indenture. The laws of some states require that certain purchasers of securities take physical
delivery of such securities in certificated form; accordingly, such laws may limit the transferability of beneficial interests in a global security.

If DTC is at any time unwilling or unable to continue as depository or if at any time DTC ceases to be a clearing agency registered under the
Exchange Act if so required by applicable law or regulation, and, in either case, we do not appoint a successor Debt Depository within 90 days,
we will issue individual debt securities in certificated form in exchange for the global securities. In addition, we may determine, at any time and
in our sole discretion, not to have any debt securities represented by one or more global securities, and, in such event, will issue individual debt
securities in certificated form in exchange for the relevant global securities. In any such instance, an owner of a beneficial interest in a global
security will be entitled to physical delivery of individual debt securities in certificated form of like tenor and rank, equal in principal amount to
such beneficial interest, and to have such debt securities in certificated form registered in its name. Unless otherwise described in the applicable
prospectus supplement, debt securities so issued in certificated form will be issued in denominations of $1,000 or any integral multiple thereof,
and will be issued in registered form only, without coupons.

DTC is a limited purpose trust company organized under the New York Banking Law, a �banking organization� within the meaning of the
New York Banking Law, a member of the Federal Reserve System, a �clearing corporation� within the meaning of the New York Uniform
Commercial Code, and a �clearing agency� registered pursuant to the provisions of Section 17A of the Exchange Act. DTC holds securities that its
participants (�Participants�) deposit with DTC. DTC also facilitates the settlement among Participants of securities transactions, such as transfers
and pledges, in deposited securities through electronic computerized book-entry changes in Participants� accounts, thereby eliminating the need
for physical movement of securities certificates. Direct Participants include securities brokers and dealers, banks, trust companies, clearing
corporations and certain other organizations (�Direct Participants�). DTC is owned by a number of its Direct Participants and by the New York
Stock Exchange, Inc., the

14

Edgar Filing: CHEMBIO DIAGNOSTICS, INC. - Form 8-K

6



American Stock Exchange, Inc. and the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc. Access to the DTC system is also available to others,
such as securities brokers and dealers, and banks and trust companies that clear through or maintain a custodial relationship with a Direct
Participant, either directly or indirectly (�Indirect Participants�). The rules applicable to DTC and its Participants are on file with the Commission.

Purchases of debt securities under the DTC system must be made by or through Direct Participants, which will receive a credit for the debt
securities on DTC�s records. The ownership interest of each actual purchaser of each debt security (�Beneficial Owner�) is in turn recorded on the
Direct and Indirect Participants� records. A Beneficial Owner does not receive written confirmation from DTC of its purchase, but is expected to
receive a written confirmation providing details of the transaction, as well as periodic statements of its holdings, from the Direct or Indirect
Participants through which such Beneficial Owner entered into the action. Transfers of ownership interests in debt securities are accomplished
by entries made on the books of Participants acting on behalf of Beneficial Owners. Beneficial Owners do not receive certificates representing
their ownership interests in debt securities, except in the event that use of the book-entry system for the debt securities is discontinued.

To facilitate subsequent transfers, the debt securities are registered in the name of DTC�s partnership nominee, Cede & Co. The deposit of
the debt securities with DTC and their registration in the name of Cede & Co. will effect no change in beneficial ownership. DTC has no
knowledge of the actual Beneficial Owners of the debt securities; DTC records reflect only the identity of the Direct Participants to whose
accounts debt securities are credited, which may or may not be the Beneficial Owners. The Participants remain responsible for keeping account
of their holdings on behalf of their customers.

Delivery of notice and other communications by DTC to Direct Participants, by Direct Participants to Indirect Participants, and by Direct
Participants and Indirect Participants to Beneficial Owners are governed by arrangements among them, subject to any statutory or regulatory
requirements as may be in effect from time to time.

Neither DTC nor Cede & Co. consents or votes with respect to the debt securities. Under its usual procedures, DTC mails a proxy (an
�Omnibus Proxy�) to the issuer as soon as possible after the record date. The Omnibus Proxy assigns Cede & Co.�s consenting or voting rights to
those Direct Participants to whose accounts the debt securities are credited on the record date (identified on a list attached to the Omnibus
Proxy).

Principal and interest payments, if any, on the debt securities will be made to DTC. DTC�s practice is to credit Direct Participants� accounts
on the payment date in accordance with their respective holdings as shown on DTC�s records, unless DTC has reason to believe that it will not
receive payment on the payment date. Payments by Participants to Beneficial Owners are governed by standing instructions and customary
practices, as is the case with securities held for the accounts of customers in bearer form or registered in �street name,� and are the responsibility of
such Participant and not of DTC, the trustee or us, subject to any statutory or regulatory requirements as may be in effect from time to time.
Payment of principal and interest, if any, to DTC is our or the trustee�s responsibility, disbursement of such payments to Direct Participants is
DTC�s responsibility, and disbursement of such payments to the Beneficial Owners is the responsibility of Direct and Indirect Participants.

DTC may discontinue providing its services as securities depository with respect to the debt securities at any time by giving reasonable
notice to us or the Trustee. Under such circumstances, in the event that a successor securities depository is not appointed, debt security
certificates are required to be printed and delivered.

We may decide to discontinue use of the system of book-entry transfers through DTC (or a successor securities depository). In that event,
debt security certificates will be printed and delivered.

We have obtained the information in this section concerning DTC and DTC�s book-entry system from sources that we believe to be reliable,
but we take no responsibility for the accuracy of this information.
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None of us, any underwriter or agent, the trustee or any applicable paying agent will have any responsibility or liability for any aspect of the
records relating to or payments made on account of beneficial interests in a global security, or for maintaining, supervising or reviewing any
records relating to such beneficial interest.
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DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

General

Our authorized capital stock consists of 75,000,000 shares of common stock, $0.001 par value per share, and 1,000,000 shares of preferred
stock, $0.001 par value per share.

The following descriptions are summaries of the material terms of our capital stock. You should refer to the applicable provisions of the
Delaware General Corporation Law, our certificate of incorporation, our bylaws and the applicable prospectus supplement for additional
information about our capital stock. See �Where You Can Find More Information.�

Common Stock

The holders of common stock are entitled to one vote for each share held of record on all matters submitted to a vote of the stockholders.
There is no cumulative voting for election of directors. Accordingly, the holders of a majority of the shares voted can elect all of the nominees
for director. Our common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol �HMN.�

Subject to preferences that may be applicable to any outstanding shares of preferred stock, the holders of our common stock are entitled to
receive ratably those dividends when, as and if declared by our board of directors out of funds legally available for that purpose. Upon our
liquidation, dissolution or winding up, subject to preferences that may be applicable to any outstanding preferred stock, the holders of our
common stock are entitled to share ratably in all assets remaining or distributions to stockholders after payment of liabilities and the liquidation
preferences of any outstanding shares of preferred stock. Our common stock has no preemptive or conversion rights or other subscription rights.
There are no redemption or sinking fund provisions applicable to our common stock. All outstanding shares of our common stock are fully paid
and nonassessable.

Preferred Stock

The following description of preferred stock and the description of the terms of a particular series of preferred stock that will be described in
the related prospectus supplement are not complete. These descriptions are qualified in their entirety by reference to the certificate of designation
relating to that series. The rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions of the preferred stock of each series will be fixed by the certificate of
designation relating to that series. You should read the applicable certificate of designation for a complete description of a series of preferred
stock.

Our board of directors is authorized, without any further vote or action by our stockholders, to cause up to 1,000,000 shares of preferred
stock, $0.001 par value per share, to be issued from time to time in one or more series and to fix, or designate the powers, preferences and rights
and the qualifications, limitations and restrictions of the shares of each series, including dividend rights, conversion rights, voting rights, terms
of redemption, liquidation preferences, sinking fund terms and the number of shares constituting any series or the designation of the series.

The specific matters that our board of directors may determine with respect to a series of preferred stock, and which we will describe, where
applicable, in a prospectus supplement relating to the series of preferred stock, include:

� the designation of each series;

� the maximum number of shares of each series;

� the rate of any dividends, the dates dividends will accrue, whether the series of preferred stock will be issued with an original issue
discount and, if so, the computed dividend rate on the series of preferred stock, the dividend payment dates and whether dividends will be
cumulative;
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� the amount payable in the event of any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of our company;

� the terms and conditions of any redemption, including redemption at our option or at the option of the holders, including the time period
for redemption, and any accumulated dividends or premiums;

� rights and terms of any conversion or exchange, including the price or the rate of conversion or exchange and the method, if any, of
adjustment;

� any sinking fund or similar provision, and, if applicable, the terms and provisions relating to the purpose and operation of the fund;

� any voting rights, in addition to voting rights provided by law; and

� any or all other preferences and relative, participating, optional or other special rights, privileges or qualifications, limitations or
restrictions.
Any or all of these rights may be greater than the rights of the holders of common stock.

Upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up, the holders of each series of preferred stock will be entitled to receive the liquidation
preference per share specified in the applicable prospectus supplement plus any accrued and unpaid dividends. Holders of preferred stock will be
entitled to receive these amounts before any distribution is made to the holders of common stock, but only after the liquidation preference has
been fully paid on any shares of senior ranking preferred stock or any other senior ranking securities. Neither the par value nor the liquidation
preference of any series of preferred stock is indicative of the prices at which any shares of preferred stock may trade on or after the date of
issuance.

The preferred stock may have voting, conversion or other rights that could adversely affect the voting power and other rights of the holders
of common stock. The terms of the preferred stock that might be issued could conceivably prohibit us from:

� consummating a merger;

� reorganizing;

� selling substantially all of our assets;

� liquidating; or

� engaging in other extraordinary corporate transactions without stockholder approval.

Preferred stock, or rights to purchase preferred stock, could be issued quickly with terms calculated to delay, defer or prevent a change in
control of us or to make it more difficult to remove our management. For example, a business combination could be impeded by issuing a series
of preferred stock containing class voting rights that would enable the holder or holders of this series to block that transaction. Alternatively, a
business combination could be facilitated by issuing a series of preferred stock with sufficient voting rights to provide a required percentage vote
of the stockholders.

In addition, the issuance of preferred stock may have the effect of decreasing the market price of our common stock. Although our board of
directors is required to make any determination to issue any preferred stock based on its judgment as to the best interests of our stockholders, it
could act in a manner that would discourage an acquisition attempt or other transaction that some, or a majority, of our stockholders might
believe to be in their best interests or in which stockholders might receive a premium for their stock over prevailing market prices of the stock.
Our board of directors does not currently intend to seek stockholder approval prior to any issuance of preferred stock unless otherwise required
by law or applicable stock exchange requirements.

Preferred stock will be fully paid and nonassessable upon issuance. The preferred stock or any series of preferred stock may be represented,
in whole or in part, by one or more global certificates, which will
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have an aggregate principal amount equal to that of the preferred stock represented by the global certificate. Each global certificate will:

� be registered in the name of a depositary or a nominee of the depositary identified in the prospectus supplement;

� be deposited with the depositary or nominee or a custodian for the depositary; and

� bear a legend regarding the restrictions on exchanges and registration of transfer, and any other matters as may be provided for under the
certificate of designation.

Depositary Shares

We may, at our option, elect to offer fractional shares of preferred stock, or �depositary shares,� rather than full shares of preferred stock. In
that event, we will issue receipts for depositary shares, and each receipt will represent a fraction of a share of a particular series of preferred
stock as described in the applicable prospectus supplement.

The shares of any series of preferred stock represented by depositary shares will be deposited under a deposit agreement to be entered into
between us and the depositary named in the applicable prospectus supplement. The deposit agreement will contain terms applicable to the
holders of depositary shares in addition to the terms stated in the depositary receipts. Subject to the terms of the deposit agreement, each owner
of a depositary share will be entitled, in proportion, to all the rights and preferences of the preferred stock, including dividend, voting,
redemption, subscription and liquidation rights. The terms of any depositary shares will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement
and the provisions of the deposit agreement, which will be filed with the SEC. You should carefully read the deposit agreement and the
depositary receipt attached to the deposit agreement for a more complete description of the terms of the depositary shares.

If any series of preferred stock underlying the depositary shares may be converted or exchanged, each record holder of depositary receipts
representing the shares of preferred stock being converted or exchanged will have the right or obligation to convert or exchange the depositary
shares represented by the depositary receipts.

Whenever we redeem or convert shares of preferred stock held by the depositary, the depositary will redeem or convert, at the same time,
the number of depositary shares representing the preferred stock to be redeemed or converted. The depositary will redeem or convert the
depositary shares from the proceeds it receives from the corresponding redemption or conversion of the applicable series of preferred stock. The
redemption or conversion price per depositary share will be equal to the applicable fraction of the redemption or conversion price per share on
the applicable series of preferred stock. If less than all the depositary shares are to be redeemed or converted, the depositary will select which
shares are to be redeemed or converted by lot on a pro rata basis or by any other equitable method as the depositary may decide.

After the redemption or conversion date, the depositary shares called for redemption or conversion will no longer be outstanding. When the
depositary shares are no longer outstanding, all rights of the holders will end, except the right to receive money, securities or other property
payable upon redemption or conversion.

We will pay all fees, charges and expenses of the depositary, including the initial deposit of preferred stock and any redemption of the
preferred stock. Holders of depositary shares will pay taxes and any other charges as are stated in the deposit agreement for their accounts.

Limitations on Liability and Indemnification of Officers and Directors

Our amended and restated certificate of incorporation provides that, to the fullest extent permitted by Delaware law, none of our directors
will be personally liable to us or to our stockholders for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duties. The provision effectively eliminates
our rights and the rights of our

19

Edgar Filing: CHEMBIO DIAGNOSTICS, INC. - Form 8-K

11



stockholders to recover monetary damages against a director for breach of fiduciary duty as a director. This provision does not, however,
exonerate directors from liability under federal securities laws or for (1) breach of a director�s duty of loyalty to us or to our stockholders, (2) acts
or omissions not in good faith or that involve intentional misconduct or knowing violation of law, (3) specified willful or negligent acts relating
to the payment of dividends or the repurchase or redemption of securities or (4) any transaction from which a director has derived an improper
personal benefit. Our amended and restated bylaws provide for indemnification of our officers and directors to the fullest extent permitted by
applicable law.

Delaware Business Combination Statute

We are subject to Section 203 of the Delaware General Corporation Law, an anti-takeover law. In general, Section 203 prohibits a publicly
held Delaware corporation from engaging in a �business combination� with an �interested stockholder� for a period of three years following the date
the person became an interested stockholder, unless the business combination or the transaction in which the person became an interested
stockholder is approved in a prescribed manner. Generally, a �business combination� includes a merger, asset or stock sale or other transaction
resulting in a financial benefit to the interested stockholder. Generally, an �interested stockholder� is a person who, together with affiliates and
associates, owns or, within three years prior to the determination of interested stockholder status, did own, 15% or more of a corporation�s voting
stock. The existence of this provision may have an anti-takeover effect with respect to transactions not approved in advance by the board of
directors, including discouraging attempts that might result in a premium over the market price for the shares of common stock held by
stockholders. If any person acquires 15% or more of our outstanding stock, that person will be subject to the provisions of Section 203.

Transfer Agent and Registrar

American Stock Transfer & Trust Company is the transfer agent and registrar for our common stock. We will designate the transfer agent
for each series of preferred stock in the applicable prospectus supplement.

PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION

We may offer and sell the securities described in this prospectus:

� through agents;

� through one or more underwriters or dealers;

� through a block trade in which the broker or dealer engaged to handle the block trade will attempt to sell the securities as agent, but may
position and resell a portion of the block as principal to facilitate the transaction;

� directly to one or more purchasers (through a specific bidding or auction process or otherwise);

� in �at the market offerings,� within the meaning of Rule 415(a)(4) of the Securities Act;

� through a combination of any of these methods of sale; or

� at a fixed exchange ratio in return for other of our securities.

The distribution of the securities described in this prospectus may be effected from time to time in one or more transactions either:

� at a fixed price or prices, which may be changed;

� at market prices prevailing at the time of sale;
20
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� at prices relating to the prevailing market prices; or

� at negotiated prices.

Offers to purchase the securities may be solicited by agents designated by us from time to time. Any agent involved in the offer or sale of
the securities will be named, and any commissions payable by us to the agent will be described, in the applicable prospectus supplement. Unless
otherwise indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, any such agent will be acting on a best efforts basis for the period of its
appointment. Any agent may be deemed to be an underwriter, as that term is defined in the Securities Act, of the securities so offered and sold.

If we offer and sell securities through an underwriter or underwriters, we will execute an underwriting agreement with the underwriter or
underwriters. The names of the specific managing underwriter or underwriters, as well as any other underwriters, and the terms of the
transactions, including compensation of the underwriters and dealers, which may be in the form of discounts, concessions or commissions, if
any, will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement, which will be used by the underwriters to make resales of the securities.

If we offer and sell securities through a dealer, we or an underwriter will sell the securities to the dealer, as principal. The dealer may then
resell the securities to the public at varying prices to be determined by the dealer at the time of resale. The name of the dealer and the terms of
the transactions will be set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement.

We may solicit offers to purchase the securities directly and we may sell the securities directly to institutional or other investors. The terms
of these sales, including the terms of any bidding or auction process, if utilized, will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement. We
may enter into agreements with agents, underwriters and dealers under which we may agree to indemnify the agents, underwriters and dealers
against certain liabilities, including liabilities under the Securities Act, or to contribute to payments they may be required to make with respect to
these liabilities. The terms and conditions of this indemnification or contribution will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement.
Some of the agents, underwriters or dealers, or their affiliates, may be customers of, engage in transactions with or perform services for us in the
ordinary course of business.

We may grant underwriters who participate in the distribution of securities an option to purchase additional securities to cover
over-allotments, if any, in connection with the distribution.

We may authorize our agents or underwriters to solicit offers to purchase securities at the public offering price under delayed delivery
contracts. The terms of these delayed delivery contracts, including when payment for and delivery of the securities sold will be made under the
contracts and any conditions to each party�s performance set forth in the contracts, will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement. The
compensation received by underwriters or agents soliciting purchases of securities under delayed delivery contracts will also be described in the
applicable prospectus supplement.

Unless indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, all debt securities, depositary shares and preferred stock will be new issues of
securities with no established trading market. Unless indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, we do not expect to list the securities on
a securities exchange, except for the common stock, which is listed on the New York Stock Exchange. Underwriters involved in the public
offering and sale of these securities may make a market in the securities. They are not obligated to make a market, however, and may
discontinue market making activity at any time. We cannot give any assurance as to the liquidity of the trading market for any of these securities.

LEGAL MATTERS

The legality of the securities offered by this prospectus will be passed upon for us by Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP, New York, New York.
If legal matters in connection with offerings made by this prospectus are passed on by counsel for the underwriters of an offering of the
securities, that counsel will be named in the applicable prospectus supplement.
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EXPERTS

The consolidated financial statements and schedules incorporated in this prospectus by reference from our annual report on Form 10-K for
the fiscal year ended December 31, 2002 have been so incorporated in reliance on the report of KPMG LLP, independent accountants, given
their authority as experts in auditing and accounting.

With respect to the unaudited interim financial information for the periods ended March 31, 2003 and 2002, June 30, 2003 and 2002 and
September 30, 2003 and 2002, incorporated by reference herein, the independent accountants have reported that they applied limited procedures
in accordance with professional standards for a review of such information. However, their separate reports included in our quarterly report on
Form 10-Q for each of the quarters ended March 31, 2003, June 30, 2003 and September 30, 2003, and incorporated herein by reference, state
that they did not audit and they do not express an opinion on that interim financial information. Accordingly, the degree of reliance on their
reports on such information should be restricted in light of the limited nature of the review procedures applied. The independent accountants are
not subject to the liability provisions of Section 11 of the Securities Act of 1933 for their reports on the unaudited interim financial information
because those reports are not a �report� or a �part� of the registration statement prepared or certified by the independent accountants within the
meaning of Sections 7 and 11 of the Securities Act of 1933.
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PART II

INFORMATION NOT REQUIRED IN PROSPECTUS

Item 14. Other Expenses of Issuance and Distribution
The following table sets forth estimated expenses in connection with the issuance and distribution of the securities being registered,

assuming one issuance of securities:

Securities and Exchange Commission registration fee $ 24,270
Printing expenses $100,000
Legal fees and expenses $100,000
Accounting fees and expenses $ 40,000
Trustee�s fees and expenses $ 25,000
Miscellaneous $ 10,000
Total $299,270

All expenses, other than the SEC registration fee, are estimated.

Item 15. Indemnification of Directors and Officers
Section 145 of the Delaware General Corporation Law, Article 9 of the Certificate of Incorporation of Horace Mann Educators Corporation

(the �Company�) and Article 8 of the Company�s Bylaws relate to indemnification of the Company�s directors and officers against liabilities arising
in connection with the performance of their respective duties.

Section 145 of the Delaware General Corporation Law provides as follows:

SECTION 145 INDEMNIFICATION OF OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, EMPLOYEES AND AGENTS; INSURANCE. � (a) A
corporation shall have power to indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending
or completed action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative or investigative (other than an action by or in the right of the
corporation) by reason of the fact that the person is or was a director, officer, employee or agent of the corporation, or is or was serving at
the request of the corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other
enterprise, against expenses (including attorneys� fees), judgments, fines and amounts paid in settlement actually and reasonably incurred by
the person in connection with such action, suit or proceeding if the person acted in good faith and in a manner the person reasonably
believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the corporation, and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had no
reasonable cause to believe the person�s conduct was unlawful. The termination of any action, suit or proceeding by judgment, order,
settlement, conviction, or upon a plea of nolo contendere or its equivalent, shall not, of itself, create a presumption that the person did not
act in good faith and in a manner which the person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the corporation, and,
with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had reasonable cause to believe that the person�s conduct was unlawful.

(b) A corporation shall have power to indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened,
pending or completed action or suit by or in the right of the corporation to procure a judgment in its favor by reason of the fact that the
person is or was a director, officer, employee or agent of the corporation, or is or was serving at the request of the corporation as a director,
officer, employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise against expenses (including attorneys�
fees) actually and reasonably incurred
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by the person in connection with the defense or settlement of such action or suit if the person acted in good faith and in a manner the person
reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the corporation and except that no indemnification shall be made in
respect of any claim, issue or matter as to which such person shall have been adjudged to be liable to the corporation unless and only to the
extent that the Court of Chancery or the court in which such action or suit was brought shall determine upon application that, despite the
adjudication of liability but in view of all the circumstances of the case, such person is fairly and reasonably entitled to indemnity for such
expenses which the Court of Chancery or such other court shall deem proper.

(c) To the extent that a present or former director or officer of a corporation has been successful on the merits or otherwise in defense of
any action, suit or proceeding referred to in subsections (a) and (b) of this section, or in defense of any claim, issue or matter therein, such
person shall be indemnified against expenses (including attorneys� fees) actually and reasonably incurred by such person in connection
therewith.

(d) Any indemnification under subsections (a) and (b) of this section (unless ordered by a court) shall be made by the corporation only
as authorized in the specific case upon a determination that indemnification of the present or former director, officer, employee or agent is
proper in the circumstances because the person has met the applicable standard of conduct set forth in subsections (a) and (b) of this section.
Such determination shall be made, with respect to a person who is a director or officer at the time of such determination, (1) by a majority
vote of the directors who are not parties to such action, suit or proceeding, even though less than a quorum, or (2) by a committee of such
directors designated by majority vote of such directors, even though less than a quorum, or (3) if there are no such directors, or if such
directors so direct, by independent legal counsel in a written opinion, or (4) by the stockholders.

(e) Expenses (including attorneys� fees) incurred by an officer or director in defending any civil, criminal, administrative or investigative
action, suit or proceeding may be paid by the corporation in advance of the final disposition of such action, suit or proceeding upon receipt
of an undertaking by or on behalf of such director or officer to repay such amount if it shall ultimately be determined that such person is not
entitled to be indemnified by the corporation as authorized in this section. Such expenses (including attorneys� fees) incurred by former
directors and officers or other employees and agents may be so paid upon such terms and conditions, if any, as the corporation deems
appropriate.

(f) The indemnification and advancement of expenses provided by, or granted pursuant to, the other subsections of this section shall not
be deemed exclusive of any other rights to which those seeking indemnification or advancement of expenses may be entitled under any
bylaw, agreement, vote of stockholders or disinterested directors or otherwise, both as to action in such person�s official capacity and as to
action in another capacity while holding such office.

(g) A corporation shall have power to purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any person who is or was a director, officer,
employee or agent of the corporation, or is or was serving at the request of the corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of
another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise against any liability asserted against such person and incurred by
such person in any such capacity, or arising out of such person�s status as such, whether or not the corporation would have the power to
indemnify such person against such liability under this section.

(h) For purposes of this section, references to �the corporation� shall include, in addition to the resulting corporation, any constituent
corporation (including any constituent of a constituent) absorbed in a consolidation or merger which, if its separate existence had continued,
would have had power and authority to indemnify its directors, officers, and employees or agents, so that any person who is or was a
director, officer, employee or agent of such constituent corporation, or is or was serving at the request of such constituent corporation as a
director, officer, employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise, shall stand in the same
position under this section with respect to the resulting or surviving corporation as such person would have with respect to such constituent
corporation if its separate existence had continued.
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(i) For purposes of this section, references to �other enterprises� shall include employee benefit plans; references to �fines� shall include any
excise taxes assessed on a person with respect to any employee benefit plan; and references to �serving at the request of the corporation� shall
include any service as a director, officer, employee or agent of the corporation which imposes duties on, or involves services by, such
director, officer, employee or agent with respect to an employee benefit plan, its participants or beneficiaries; and a person who acted in
good faith and in a manner such person reasonably believed to be in the interest of the participants and beneficiaries of an employee benefit
plan shall be deemed to have acted in a manner �not opposed to the best interests of the corporation� as referred to in this section.

(j) The indemnification and advancement of expenses provided by, or granted pursuant to, this section shall, unless otherwise provided
when authorized or ratified, continue as to a person who has ceased to be a director, officer, employee or agent and shall inure to the benefit
of the heirs, executors and administrators of such a person.

(k) The Court of Chancery is hereby vested with exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determine all actions for advancement of expenses or
indemnification brought under this section or under any bylaw, agreement, vote of stockholders or disinterested directors, or otherwise. The
Court of Chancery may summarily determine a corporation�s obligation to advance expenses (including attorneys� fees).
Article 9 of the Company�s Certificate of Incorporation provides as follows:

Ninth. The Corporation shall indemnify each Director, Officer, employee or agent of the Corporation and each person who is or was
serving at the request of the Corporation as a Director, Officer, employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or
other enterprise in the manner and to the extent provided in the By-laws of the Corporation as the same may be amended from time to time.
Article 8 of the Company�s Bylaws provides as follows:

Section 8.1.     General. The Corporation shall indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any
threatened, pending, or completed action, suit, or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative, or investigative (other than an action
by or in the right of the Corporation) by reason of the fact that such person is or was a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the
Corporation, or is or was serving at the request of the Corporation as a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of another corporation,
partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise, against expenses (including attorneys� fees), judgments, fines, and amounts paid in
settlement actually and reasonably incurred by such person in connection with such action, suit, or proceeding if such person acted in good
faith and in a manner such person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the Corporation, and, with respect to
any criminal action or proceeding, had no reasonable cause to believe the conduct was unlawful. The termination of any action, suit, or
proceeding by judgment, order, settlement, conviction, or upon a plea of nolo contendere or its equivalent, shall not, of itself, create a
presumption that the person did not act in good faith and in a manner which such person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the
best interests of the Corporation, and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had reasonable cause to believe that the conduct
was unlawful.

Section 8.2.     Derivative Actions. The Corporation shall indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a
party to any threatened, pending, or completed action or suit by or in the right of the Corporation to procure a judgment in its favor by
reason of the fact that such person is or was a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation, or is or was serving at the request of
the Corporation as a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise against
expenses (including attorneys� fees) actually and reasonably incurred by such person in connection with the defense or settlement of such
action or suit if such person acted in good faith and in a manner such person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests
of the Corporation and except that no indemnification shall

II-3

Edgar Filing: CHEMBIO DIAGNOSTICS, INC. - Form 8-K

17



be made in respect of any claim, issue or matter as to which such person shall have been adjudged to be liable to the Corporation unless and
only to the extent that the Court of Chancery of the State of Delaware or the court in which such action or suit was brought shall determine
upon application that, despite the adjudication of liability but in the view of all the circumstances of the case, such person is fairly and
reasonably entitled to indemnity for such expenses which the Court of Chancery or such other court shall deem proper.

Section 8.3.     Indemnification in Certain Cases. To the extent that a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation has been
successful on the merits or otherwise in defense of any action, suit, or proceeding referred to in Sections 8.1. and 8.2. of this Article 8, or in
defense of any claim, issue, or matter therein, such person shall be indemnified against expenses (including attorneys� fees) actually and
reasonably incurred by such person in connection therewith.

Section 8.4.     Procedure. Any indemnification under Sections 8.1. and 8.2. of this Article 8 (unless ordered by a court) shall be made
by the Corporation only as authorized in the specific case upon a determination that the indemnification of the Director, Officer, employee,
or agent is proper in the circumstances because such person has met the applicable standard of conduct set forth in said Sections 8.1. and
8.2. Such determination shall be made (a) by the Board of Directors by a majority vote of a quorum consisting of Directors who were not
parties to such action, suit, or proceeding, or (b) if such quorum is not obtainable, or, even if obtainable, a majority vote of a quorum of
disinterested Directors so directs, by independent legal counsel in a written opinion, or (c) by the Stockholders.

Section 8.5.     Advances for Expenses. Expenses incurred in defending a civil or criminal action, suit, or proceeding shall be paid by the
Corporation in advance of the final disposition of such action, suit, or proceeding upon receipt of an undertaking by or on behalf of the
Director, Officer, employee, or agent to repay such amount if it shall be ultimately determined that such person is not entitled to be
indemnified by the Corporation as authorized in this Article 8.

Section 8.6.     Rights Not Exclusive. The indemnification and advancement of expenses provided by this Article 8 shall not be deemed
exclusive of any other rights to which those seeking indemnification or advancement of expenses may be entitled under any law, bylaw,
agreement, vote of Stockholders or disinterested Directors or otherwise, both as to action in the official capacity of such person and as to
action in another capacity while holding such office, and shall continue as to a person who has ceased to be a Director, Officer, employee, or
agent and shall inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors, and administrators of such a person. Any repeal, modification, or amendment of
this Article 8 shall not adversely affect any rights or obligations then existing between the Corporation and any then incumbent or former
Director, Officer, employee, or agent with respect to any facts then or theretofore existing or any action, suit, or proceeding theretofore
brought based in whole or in part upon such facts.

Section 8.7.     Insurance. The Corporation shall have power to purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any person who is or was
a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation, or is or was serving at the request of the Corporation as a Director, Officer,
employee, or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, or other enterprise against any liability asserted against such
person and incurred by such person in any such capacity, or arising out of the status of such person as such, whether or not the Corporation
would have the power to indemnify such person against such liability under the provisions of this Article 8.

Section 8.8.     Definition of Corporation. For the purposes of this Article 8, references to �the Corporation� shall include, in addition to
the resulting corporation, any constituent corporation (including any constituent of a constituent) absorbed in a consolidation or merger
which, if its separate existence had continued, would have had power and authority to indemnify its Directors, Officers, employees, and
agents, so that any person who is or was a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of such constituent corporation, or is or was serving at the
request of such constituent corporation as a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, or
other enterprise, shall stand in the same position under the provisions of this
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Article 8 with respect to the resulting or surviving corporation as such person would have with respect to such constituent corporation if its
separate existence had continued.

Section 8.9.     Definition of Other Terms. For the purpose of this Article 8, references to �other enterprises� shall include employee
benefit plans; references to �fines� shall include any excise taxes assessed on a person with respect to any employee benefit plan; and
references to �serving at the request of the Corporation� shall include service as a Director, Officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation
which imposes duties on, or involves services by, such Director, Officer, employee, or agent with respect to an employee benefit plan, its
participants or beneficiaries; and a person who acted in good faith and in a manner such person reasonably believed to be in the interest of
the participants and beneficiaries of an employee benefit plan shall be deemed to have acted in a manner �not opposed to the best interests of
the Corporation� as referred to in this Article 8.
In addition, the Company has entered into indemnification agreements with its directors and certain officers that provide for the maximum

indemnification permitted by law.

Item 16.     Exhibits

A list of exhibits included as part of this Registration Statement is set forth in the Exhibit Index which immediately precedes such exhibits
and is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 17.     Undertakings.

(A) The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes:

(1) to file, during any period in which offers or sales are being made, a post-effective amendment to this registration statement:

(a) to include any prospectus required by Section 10(a)(3) of the Securities Act of 1933;

(b) to reflect in the prospectus any facts or events arising after the effective date of the registration statement (or the most recent
post-effective amendment thereof) which, individually or in the aggregate, represent a fundamental change in the information set forth
in the registration statement. Notwithstanding the foregoing, any increase or decrease in volume of securities offered (if the total dollar
value of securities offered would not exceed that which was registered) and any deviation from the low or high end of the estimated
maximum offering range may be reflected in the form of prospectus filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to
Rule 424(b) if, in the aggregate, the changes in volume and price represent no more than a 20% change in the maximum aggregate
offering price set forth in the �Calculation of Registration Fee� table in the effective registration statement; and

(c) to include any material information with respect to the plan of distribution not previously disclosed in the registration statement
or any material change to such information in the registration statement;

provided, however, that paragraphs (A)(1)(a) and (A)(1)(b) do not apply if the information required to be included in the post-effective
amendment by those paragraphs is contained in periodic reports filed with or furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission by the
registrant pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 that are incorporated by reference in the
registration statement.

(2) that, for the purpose of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, each such post-effective amendment shall be
deemed to be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered herein, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be
deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.

(3) to remove from registration by means of a post-effective amendment any of the securities being registered which remain unsold at
the termination of the offering.
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(B)     The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes that, for purposes of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, each
filing of the registrant�s annual report pursuant to Section 13(a) or Section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 that is incorporated by
reference in the registration statement shall be deemed to be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered herein, and the
offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.

(C)     Insofar as indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act of 1933 may be permitted to directors, officers and
controlling persons of the registrant pursuant to the foregoing provisions, or otherwise, the registrant has been advised that in the opinion of the
Securities and Exchange Commission such indemnification is against public policy as expressed in the Securities Act of 1933 and is, therefore,
unenforceable. In the event that a claim for indemnification against such liabilities (other than the payment by the registrant of expenses incurred
or paid by a director, officer or controlling person of the registrant in the successful defense of any action, suit or proceeding) is asserted by such
director, officer or controlling person in connection with the securities being registered, the registrant will, unless in the opinion of counsel the
matter has been settled by controlling precedent, submit to a court of appropriate jurisdiction the question whether such indemnification by it is
against public policy as expressed in the Securities Act of 1933 and will be governed by the final adjudication of such issue.

(D)     The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes that:

(1) For purposes of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, the information omitted from the form of prospectus
filed as part of this registration statement in reliance upon Rule 430A and contained in a form of prospectus filed by the registrant pursuant
to Rule 424(b)(1) or (4) or Rule 497(h) under the Securities Act shall be deemed to be part of this registration statement as of the time it was
declared effective.

(2) For purposes of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, each post-effective amendment that contains a form of
prospectus shall be deemed to be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at
that time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, the Registrant certifies that it has reasonable grounds to believe that it meets all
the requirements for filing on Form S-3 and has duly caused this registration statement to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto
duly authorized, in the City of Springfield, Illinois, on the 16th day of December, 2003.

HORACE MANN EDUCATORS CORPORATION

By: /s/ LOUIS G. LOWER II

Louis G. Lower II
President and Chief Executive Officer

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that each person whose signature appears below constitutes and appoints, jointly and
severally, Louis G. Lower II and Peter H. Heckman, and each one of them, as his or her true and lawful attorneys-in-fact and agents, each with
full power of substitution and resubstitution, for him or her and in his or her name, place and stead, in any and all capacities, to sign any and all
amendments (including post-effective amendments) to this registration statement, and to sign any registration statement for the same offering
covered by this registration statement that is to be effective upon filing pursuant to Rule 462(b) promulgated under the Securities Act of 1933,
and all post-effective amendments thereto, and to file the same, with all exhibits thereto and all documents in connection therewith, with the
Securities and Exchange Commission, and granting unto each of said attorneys-in-fact and agents, and substitute or substitutes, full power and
authority to do and perform each and every act and thing requisite and necessary to be done in and about the premises, as fully to all intents and
purposes as he or she might or could do in person, and hereby ratifying and confirming all things that each of said attorneys-in-fact and agents or
any of them, or his, her or their substitute or substitutes, may lawfully do or cause to be done by virtue hereof.

This Power of Attorney may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but which taken together shall
constitute an instrument.

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, this registration statement has been signed by the following persons in the
capacities and on the dates indicated.

Signature Title Date

/s/ LOUIS G. LOWER II

Louis G. Lower II

President, Chief Executive Officer and a
Director

(Principal Executive Officer)

December 16, 2003

/s/ PETER H. HECKMAN

Peter H. Heckman

Executive Vice President and Chief Financial
Officer

(Principal Financial Officer)

December 16, 2003

/s/ BRET A. CONKLIN

Bret A. Conklin

Senior Vice President and Controller
(Principal Accounting Officer)

December 16, 2003

/s/ JOSEPH J. MELONE

Joseph J. Melone

Chairman of the Board December 16, 2003

/s/ WILLIAM W. ABBOTT

William W. Abbott

Director December 16, 2003
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Signature Title Date

/s/ MARY H. FUTRELL

Mary H. Futrell

Director December 16, 2003

/s/ DONALD E. KIERNAN

Donald E. Kiernan

Director December 16, 2003

/s/ JEFFREY L. MORBY

Jeffrey L. Morby

Director December 16, 2003

/s/ SHAUN O�MALLEY

Shaun O�Malley

Director December 16, 2003

/s/ CHARLES A. PARKER

Charles A. Parker

Director December 16, 2003
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
No. Exhibit

1.1(a) Form of Debt Securities Underwriting Agreement.
1.1(b) Form of Equity Securities Underwriting Agreement.
4.1 Restated Certificate of Incorporation of Horace Mann Educators Corporation, filed with the Delaware Secretary

of State on June 24, 2003, incorporated by reference to Exhibit 3.1 to Horace Mann Educators Corporation�s
Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended June 30, 2003, filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (the �SEC�) on August 14, 2003.

4.2 Bylaws of Horace Mann Educators Corporation, incorporated by reference to Exhibit 3.2 to Horace Mann
Educators Corporation�s Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended June 30, 2003, filed with the SEC
on August 14, 2003.

4.3(a) Form of Senior Indenture.
4.3(b) Form of Subordinated Indenture.
5.1 Opinion of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP.

12.1(a) Statement regarding computation of ratio of earnings to fixed charges.
12.2(b) Statement regarding computation of ratio of earnings to combined fixed charges and preference dividends.
15.1 Letter regarding unaudited interim financial information.
23.1 Consent of KPMG LLP.
23.2 Consent of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP (included in Exhibit 5.1).
24.1 Powers of Attorney (see signature page included in the Registration Statement).
25.1* Form T-1 Statement of Eligibility of Trustee under the Trust Indenture Act of 1939.

* To be filed via Form 8-K.
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