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        Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public:    As soon as practicable after this registration statement becomes
effective and upon completion of the merger of Biosearch Italia S.p.A., an Italian joint stock company, with and into the registrant as described
in the agreement and plan of merger, dated as of July 30, 2002.

        If the securities being registered on this form are being offered in connection with the formation of a holding company and there is
compliance with General Instruction G, check the following box. o

        If the form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box
and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. o

        If the form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the
Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. o

The registrant hereby amends this registration statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until
the registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this Registration Statement shall thereafter become effective
in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of 1933 or until this registration statement shall become effective on such date as
the Securities Exchange Commission, acting pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.

The Exhibit Index for this Registration Statement begins on II-5.

Versicor Inc.
34790 Ardentech Court

Fremont, California 94555
United States of America

MERGER PROPOSED�YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT!

Dear Fellow Versicor Stockholders: October [    ], 2002
        I am pleased to report that the board of directors of Versicor Inc. and the board of directors of our collaborator of four years, Biosearch
Italia S.p.A., have each unanimously approved the merger of Biosearch with and into Versicor. On [meeting date], 2002 we will hold a special
meeting of stockholders of Versicor, where we will ask you to approve the stock-for-stock merger. We will also ask you to approve an increase
in the number of shares available for awards under our 2001 Stock Option Plan and an increase in the number of shares that may be granted
under the 2001 Stock Option Plan to one person during any calendar year under our 2001 Stock Option Plan. It is a condition to the completion
of the merger that both of these approvals be obtained. Please return the enclosed proxy today, even if you plan to attend the meeting.

        Versicor's focus has been the use of creative chemistry and biology to discover novel anti-infective agents for development and marketing
in North America. Biosearch has used natural product sourcing for the discovery, development and production of novel anti-infective drugs with
a primary emphasis on Europe. We believe this merger substantially enhances Versicor's capabilities with respect to discovery, pre-clinical and
clinical development, and manufacturing as well as our European market presence and effectiveness. The two companies are highly synergistic
and the merger of Biosearch into Versicor represents a very important step towards our goal of becoming a significantly more advanced
biopharmaceutical company targeting the effective, global commercialization of novel anti-infective drugs for difficult-to-treat infections.

        We currently have antibiotic and antifungal agents in late stage (Phase II or III) clinical trials. The North American rights to our lead
antibiotic product candidate, dalbavancin, have been licensed from Biosearch. We have been collaborating closely with Biosearch for
manufacturing capability as well as regulatory approvals for the use of this drug against difficult to treat infections. Dalbavancin is in Phase II of
clinical development. In addition, Versicor has worldwide rights to anidulafungin, a novel anti-fungal agent for difficult to treat fungal
infections. As a result of this merger, the combined company will have substantially greater presence in two of the three major pharmaceutical
markets (North America and Europe) as well as an enhanced product portfolio to partner in Asia. By acquiring the global rights to dalbavancin,
Versicor eliminates royalties and manufacturing fees in North America, acquires the full potential for dalbavancin in Europe and enhances its
commercialization effectiveness for anidulafungin in both North America and Europe. As a result, we believe all of these benefits will increase
our margin and profitability prospects for dalbavancin and anidulafungin upon regulatory approval in North America and Europe. We also
believe that European approval can now be obtained with only a modest increase in the clinical development expenses already planned for our
North American filings.
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        We have been collaborating with Biosearch since February 1998 in a drug discovery program called BIOCOR. Biosearch contributes
natural product leads to our collaboration, and we contribute the combinatorial and medicinal chemistry expertise necessary to optimize the leads
and identify product candidates. As a result of our four-year collaboration with Biosearch, we believe that our corporate cultures are a good
match and that, through a merger of Biosearch with and into Versicor, we will more efficiently pursue our shared goal of bringing new antibiotic
and antifungal agents to market.

        If stockholders approve the merger, we will issue approximately 21,524,085 shares of Versicor common stock in exchange for the cancelled
ordinary shares of Biosearch pursuant to an exchange

ratio of 1.77 shares of Versicor common stock for each ordinary share of Biosearch. In addition, outstanding Biosearch stock options will be
replaced or assumed by us. Our corporate management and finance team will relocate from California to Pennsylvania and Biosearch will
operate as an Italian branch, and later as an Italian subsidiary, of Versicor. If the merger of Biosearch with and into Versicor is approved, we will
appoint Biosearch nominees to four of our eight board seats and amend our bylaws to provide, among other things, that for the following three
years, four of the eight directors nominated or re-nominated by the board will be Biosearch nominees, and the other four will be Versicor
nominees.

        After careful review and consideration, your board of directors has unanimously approved the agreement and plan of merger and the related
transactions, including the amendments to the 2001 Stock Option Plan. In connection with the proposed transactions, your board retained
Lehman Brothers Inc. as financial advisor. Lehman Brothers has delivered to the board its written opinion to the effect that, as of the date of its
opinion, the exchange ratio of 1.77 is fair to Versicor from a financial point of view. A copy of the Lehman Brothers opinion is attached as
Appendix C to the accompanying proxy statement/prospectus, and should be read carefully in its entirety. Your board of directors
recommends that you vote "FOR" the merger proposal and "FOR" the stock option plan proposal.

        On October [    ], 2002, the last trading day before the date of the accompanying proxy statement/prospectus, Versicor common stock,
which trades on the Nasdaq National Market under the symbol "VERS," closed at $[    ]. We will apply to list our common stock on Italy's
Nuovo Mercato under the symbol "[VERS]" commencing upon the completion of the proposed merger.

        Your vote is important. We cannot merge Biosearch with and into Versicor unless the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of our
common stock vote to approve the agreement and plan of merger and to amend the 2001 Stock Option Plan. As a result, if you fail to return your
proxy card, your inaction will have the same effect as a vote against the merger. Whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting, please
complete, sign, date and promptly return the enclosed proxy card to ensure that your shares will be represented at the special meeting. If you
attend the special meeting and wish to vote in person, you may withdraw your proxy and do so.

        You can find additional information about the proposed merger in the accompanying proxy statement/prospectus. Please consider the
matters discussed under "Risk Factors" commencing on page 18 before voting. We encourage all stockholders to read this entire document
carefully.

By Order of the Board of Directors,

George F. Horner III
President and Chief Executive Officer

PLEASE COMPLETE, SIGN, DATE AND RETURN YOUR PROXY TODAY

Neither the United States Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission nor the Republic of Italy
Commissione Nazionale per le Società e le Borsa has approved or disapproved these securities, passed upon the fairness or merits of the
merger of Biosearch with and into Versicor or determined if this proxy statement/prospectus is truthful or complete. Any
representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

This proxy statement/prospectus is dated October [    ], 2002, and is being first mailed to Versicor stockholders on or about
October [    ], 2002.

VERSICOR INC.
34790 Ardentech Court
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Fremont, California 94555
United States of America

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
To be held on [meeting date], 2002 at [time]

To the Stockholders of Versicor Inc.:

        We will hold a special meeting of stockholders of Versicor Inc. on [day of week], [meeting date], 2002 at [time], local time, at the Marriott
Hotel, 46100 Landing Parkway, Fremont, California 94538, United States of America for the purposes of considering and acting on the
following matters:

1.
a proposal to approve the agreement and plan of merger, as amended, by and between Versicor Inc. and Biosearch Italia
S.p.A., including the merger plan ("progetto di fusione"), by and between Versicor and Biosearch, according to Italian law,
in the form attached to the agreement and plan of merger;

2.
a proposal to amend Versicor's 2001 Stock Option Plan to increase the number of shares of Versicor common stock available
for awards under the 2001 Stock Option Plan by an additional 5,400,737 shares and to increase the number of shares that
may be granted under the 2001 Stock Option Plan to one person during any calendar year by an additional 650,000 shares;

3.
a proposal to authorize us to adjourn the special meeting, if necessary, to permit further solicitations of proxies if there are
not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve proposals 1 or 2; and

4.
to transact any other business that may properly come before the special meeting or any adjournment or postponement of the
special meeting.

        The foregoing items of business are more fully described in the accompanying proxy statement/prospectus, which we encourage you to read
carefully.

        The approval of the agreement and plan of merger, as amended, and approval of the amendments to the 2001 Stock Option Plan require the
affirmative vote of a majority of the votes eligible to be cast by holders of Versicor common stock issued and outstanding as of [record date],
2002. The Versicor board of directors has unanimously approved the agreement and plan of merger, as amended, and the stock option
plan proposal and recommends that you vote "FOR" approval of the agreement and plan of merger, as amended, "FOR" approval of
the stock option plan proposal and "FOR" the adjournment proposal.

        Only those stockholders whose names appear on our records as owning shares of our common stock at the close of business on [record
date], 2002, are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the special meeting and any adjournment or postponement of the special meeting.

        Please complete, sign and date the enclosed proxy card and return the proxy card promptly in the enclosed postage-paid return envelope,
whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting. You may revoke the proxy at any time prior to its exercise in the manner described in the
accompanying proxy statement/prospectus, see the "The Special Meeting of Versicor Stockholders." Any stockholder of Versicor present at the
special meeting, including any adjournment or postponement of the meeting, may revoke a previously delivered proxy and vote personally.
Executed proxies with no instructions indicated will be voted "FOR" each proposal.

By Order of the Board of Directors,

George F. Horner III
President and Chief Executive Officer
Versicor Inc.

Fremont, California
United States of America
October [    ], 2002
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All stockholders are cordially invited to attend the special meeting. YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT. To assure that your shares of our common
stock will be voted at the special meeting, you are requested to mark, sign and return the enclosed proxy card promptly in the enclosed
postage-paid, addressed envelope whether or not you expect to attend the special meeting. No additional postage is required if mailed in the
United States. If you hold your shares of our common stock through a broker, you might also have the option to vote by telephone or over the
internet. Please refer to the separate instructions provided by your broker. If you attend the special meeting, you may vote in person even though
you have submitted your proxy card.

PROXY STATEMENT/PROSPECTUS

        We are furnishing this document, as a proxy statement, to holders of our common stock in connection with the solicitation of proxies by our
board of directors for use at a special meeting of our stockholders. As a proxy statement, this document provides information to our stockholders
for their consideration regarding proposals we expect to be presented at our special meeting of stockholders, including a proposal to approve the
agreement and plan of merger, as amended, which we call the merger agreement, between Versicor and Biosearch Italia S.p.A. Pursuant to the
merger agreement, Biosearch will merge with and into our company. If the merger agreement, and the stock option plan proposal associated with
it, are approved by our stockholders and all other conditions to the completion of the merger are satisfied or waived, we will issue approximately
21,524,085 shares of Versicor common stock in exchange for the cancelled ordinary shares of Biosearch pursuant to an exchange ratio of 1.77
Versicor common shares for each Biosearch ordinary share, and we will issue options covering approximately 5,787,500 common shares,
including options issued to replace or assume options currently held by Biosearch employees and consultants. Upon completion of the merger,
current Versicor stockholders will own approximately 55% of the outstanding common stock of Versicor and current Biosearch shareholders
will own approximately 45% of the outstanding Versicor common stock.

        One condition to closing is that the shareholders of Biosearch must also approve the merger agreement at a special meeting of Biosearch
shareholders, which will be held at approximately the same time as our special meeting. The Biosearch board of directors approved the merger
and is informing Biosearch shareholders of the terms of the proposed transaction by means of a separate document, the Documento Informativo,
under Italian law.

        Once the merger is completed, we will deliver this document, as a prospectus, to Biosearch shareholders either before or at the same time
that our exchange agent delivers newly-issued Versicor common shares in exchange for the cancelled Biosearch ordinary shares. As a
prospectus, this document provides information relevant to the Biosearch shareholders' investment decision to accept shares of our common
stock in exchange for Biosearch ordinary shares. It describes, among other things, each of the parties to the merger and the surviving company
and explains the significant respects in which share ownership in the surviving company will differ from share ownership in Biosearch.

See "Risk Factors" beginning on page 18 for a discussion of important factors
that you should consider in determining how to vote on the merger agreement

and the stock option plan proposal.

        On October [    ], 2002, the last trading day before the date of this proxy statement/prospectus, the closing sales price of our common stock,
which trades on the Nasdaq National Market under the symbol "VERS", was $[            ]. We will apply to list our common stock on Italy's
Nuovo Mercato under the symbol "[VERS]" commencing upon the completion of the proposed merger.

Neither the United States Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission nor the Republic of Italy
Commissione Nazionale per le Società e le Borsa has approved or disapproved these securities, passed upon the fairness or merits of the
merger of Biosearch with and into Versicor, or determined if this proxy statement/prospectus is truthful or complete. Any
representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this proxy statement/prospectus is October [    ], 2002.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

        This proxy statement/prospectus incorporates important business and financial information about Versicor Inc. from documents we have
filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission that are not included in or delivered with this proxy statement/prospectus. If you call or
write, we will send you copies of these documents, including any exhibits specifically incorporated by reference in the documents, without
charge. You may contact us at:

Versicor Inc.
34790 Ardentech Court

Fremont, California 94555
United States of America

Attention: Investor Relations
Telephone Number: (510) 739-3000

In order to receive timely delivery of the documents in advance of the special meeting, you must make your request no later than
[insert date five business days before the meeting date], 2002.

        For more information on the material incorporated by reference in this proxy statement/prospectus, see "Where You Can Find More
Information."

        All references to "dollars" or "$" in this proxy statement/prospectus are references to United States dollars; all references to "euros" or "€"
are references to European Union, or EU, euros and all references to "lira" or "Lit." are to the Italian lira. On October 23, 2002, the median
4 p.m. Greenwich Mean Time spot rate for the euro expressed in U.S. dollars per euro was $0.9762 to €1.00. The exchange rate between the lira
and the euro established pursuant to the Maastricht treaty is fixed at Lit. 1,936.27 to €1.00. Since January 1, 2002, the lira has been withdrawn
from circulation, see "Conditions in Italy and the European Union�Exchange Rates; European Economic and Monetary Union."

vii

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE PROPOSALS

Q:
What is the proposed transaction?

A:
We are proposing to merge Biosearch Italia S.p.A., an Italian joint stock company (similar to a corporation), with and into Versicor.
Versicor will be the surviving corporation, and as a result:

�
Versicor will acquire all of Biosearch's assets and rights;

�
Versicor will assume all of Biosearch's liabilities and obligations;
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�
each of Biosearch's outstanding ordinary shares will convert into 1.77 shares of Versicor common stock; and

�
Biosearch's separate legal existence will cease.

Q:
What am I being asked to vote on?

A:
You are being asked to vote on the following three proposals:

�
to approve the merger agreement;

�
to approve an increase in the number of shares of Versicor common stock available for award purposes under Versicor's
2001 Stock Option Plan by an additional 5,400,737 shares and an increase in the number of shares of Versicor common
stock that may be granted under Versicor's 2001 Stock Option Plan to one person during any calendar year by an additional
650,000 shares; and

�
to authorize us to adjourn the meeting, if necessary, in order to solicit additional proxies in the event that there are not
enough votes initially present to approve either of the above proposals.

It is a condition to the completion of the merger that the proposed increases in the number of shares of Versicor common stock
available for award purposes under Versicor's 2001 stock option plan be approved.

Q:
How does the Versicor board of directors recommend that I vote?

A:
The Versicor board of directors recommends that you vote "FOR" each of the proposals.

Q:
Are there any risks related to the proposed transaction or any risks related to owning Versicor common stock?

A:
Yes. You should carefully review the risk factors described beginning on page 18.

Q:
When and where is the Versicor special meeting?

A:
The special meeting of Versicor stockholders will be held at [time], local time, on, [date] 2002, at the Marriott Hotel, 46100 Landing
Parkway, Fremont, California 94538, United States of America.

Q:
Will I receive new stock certificates?

A:
No. If the merger is approved, your existing Versicor stock certificates will not be replaced. Please do not send any stock certificates
with your proxy card.

Q:
What do I need to do now?

A:
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After you have carefully read this proxy statement/prospectus, please complete, sign and date the enclosed proxy card and mail it in
the enclosed prepaid return envelope as soon as possible, so that your shares of Versicor common stock may be represented and voted
at the special meeting of Versicor's stockholders. If you attend the special meeting, you may vote in person even though you have
submitted your proxy card.

If you do not vote your shares of Versicor common stock, your inaction will have the same effect as a vote against the merger
and the other proposals described above.

If you hold your shares of Versicor common stock through a broker, you may also have the option to vote by telephone or over the
internet. Please refer to the separate instructions provided by your broker.

1

Q:
If my shares of Versicor common stock are held in "street name" by my broker, will my broker automatically vote my shares of
Versicor common stock for me?

A:
No. Your broker is not permitted to vote your shares of Versicor common stock regarding the merger proposal without specific
instructions from you. Unless you follow the directions your broker provides you regarding how to instruct your broker to vote your
shares of Versicor common stock, your shares will not be voted. Your inaction would have the same effect as a vote against the merger
and the related proposals described above.

Q:
What should I do if I receive more than one set of voting materials?

A:
You may receive more than one set of voting materials, including multiple copies of this proxy statement/prospectus and multiple
proxy cards or voting instruction cards. For example, if you hold your shares of Versicor common stock in more than one brokerage
account, you will receive a separate voting instruction card for each brokerage account in which you hold shares. If you are a
stockholder of record and your shares of Versicor common stock are registered in more than one name, you will receive more than one
proxy card. Please complete, sign, date and return each proxy card and voting instruction card that you receive.

Q:
Can I change my vote after I have mailed my proxy card?

A:
Yes. You may change your vote at any time before the special meeting by:

�
sending written notice to:

Versicor Inc.
34790 Ardentech Court
Fremont, California 94555
United States of America
Attention: Secretary;

�
returning a later-dated proxy card; OR

�
voting in person at the special meeting.

If you hold your shares through a broker and wish to change your vote, you must contact your broker.

Q:
When do you expect to complete the merger?
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A:
We are working toward completing the merger as quickly as practicable. After the Versicor stockholders special meeting and the
Biosearch shareholders special meeting are held, assuming that the stockholders and shareholders of Versicor and Biosearch,
respectively, vote to approve the merger and the related proposals, we will need to, among other things, provide notice and make
filings with various U.S., European Union and Italian authorities. These filings include, among others, applying to have our common
stock listed on the Nuovo Mercato stock exchange in Milan, Italy. We anticipate that completing all such notifications and filings and
receiving the requisite governmental approvals will require 3 to 4 months from the date of this proxy statement/prospectus.

Q:
Will Versicor stockholders have the right to have their shares of Versicor common stock appraised if they dissent from the merger?

A:
No. We are organized under Delaware law. Under Delaware law, because our common stock is traded on the Nasdaq National Market
System, Versicor stockholders do not have appraisal rights in connection with the merger.

Q:
Will the merger be taxable to me?

A:
We anticipate that the merger will constitute a reorganization for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Assuming the merger qualifies as a
reorganization, Versicor stockholders generally will not recognize gain or loss for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Generally, the
merger of Biosearch with and into our company will not cause a taxable event for Italian income tax purposes for the Biosearch
shareholders who are resident in Italy for Italian tax purposes. Neither Versicor nor Biosearch will be obligated to complete the merger
unless Versicor and Biosearch each receive a tax opinion from its respective tax counsel with respect to the foregoing. See "The
Merger�Material U.S.

2

Federal Income Tax Considerations" and "�Material Italian Tax Considerations." The tax consequences to you will depend on the facts
and circumstances of your own situation. Please consult with your tax advisor for a full understanding of the tax consequences to you.

Q:
Where can I find more information about the companies?

A:
Information about the business and management of both Versicor and Biosearch is contained in this proxy statement/prospectus. For
additional information, see "Where You Can Find More Information."

Q:
Who can answer my questions?

A:
If you have questions, or want additional copies of this proxy statement/prospectus, please contact our proxy solicitor, D. F. King &
Co., Inc., by calling its toll-free number: [                        ]. You may also contact us directly at:

Versicor Inc.
34790 Ardentech Court

Fremont, California 94555
United States of America

Attention: Investor Relations
Telephone Number: (510) 739-3000

Q:
What will the combined company be called?

A:
We are working toward selecting a new name. We expect to announce the name after the completion of the merger.

3
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SUMMARY

This summary, together with the preceding "Questions and Answers" section, highlights information more fully described elsewhere in this
proxy statement/prospectus. You should read this entire document and the other documents we refer to for a more complete understanding of the
proposed merger and the related proposals. In particular, you should read the documents attached to this proxy statement/prospectus, which
include the merger agreement. Many items in this summary include page references directing you to more complete descriptions of their topics.
Except where the context otherwise requires, references in this proxy statement/prospectus to "we," "our," "us" and "Versicor" are to
Versicor Inc. and references to "Biosearch" are to Biosearch Italia S.p.A. and its subsidiary.

The Merger (page 44)

        We have entered into a merger agreement with Biosearch that provides for the merger of Biosearch with and into Versicor. We will be the
surviving corporation. At the completion of the merger each Biosearch ordinary share will be exchanged for 1.77 shares of our common stock.
We urge you to read carefully the entire merger agreement, a copy of which is attached as Appendix A to this proxy statement/prospectus.

The Companies

Versicor (page 97)

Versicor Inc.
34790 Ardentech Court
Fremont, California 94555
United States of America
Telephone: (510) 739-3000

        We are a United States-based biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, development and marketing of pharmaceutical
products for the treatment of bacterial and fungal infections. We focus on seeking to develop anti-infective products that we believe might have
competitive advantages over existing products, such as greater potency, improved effectiveness against resistant strains and reduced toxicity.

        We have a two-fold approach to product development and marketing. Our primary strategy is to focus on the development of proprietary
products, concentrating on injectable antibiotic and antifungal products for the hospital market. Our lead antifungal product candidate,
anidulafungin, is an antifungal intended for the intravenous treatment of serious systemic fungal infections. Our lead antibiotic product
candidate, dalbavancin, is a next-generation antibiotic belonging to the same class as vancomycin, the most widely used antibiotic for
Staphylococci infections. We believe anidulafungin and dalbavancin will have competitive advantages over existing therapies because we
believe each product candidate combines potencies greater than those currently available with a good safety profile to date.

        Our secondary strategy is to collaborate with major pharmaceutical companies to discover and develop orally administered antibiotic and
antifungal products for the non-hospital market. Orally administered products require substantial expenditures and an extensive sales and
marketing infrastructure to reach their full market potential. Our collaborators conduct pre-clinical, clinical development, marketing and sales
activities in order to transform the discovered compounds into pharmaceutical products. In addition to our external research collaborations, we
have an internal research program with the objective of discovering novel antimicrobials for hospital use for development by us. This effort
leverages our internal expertise in target selection through functional genomics, novel assay development, mechanism-based rational drug
design, and combinatorial or medical chemistry.

4

Biosearch (page 132)

Biosearch Italia S.p.A.
Via Abbondio Sangiorgio 18
Milano 20145
Italy
Telephone: +39 (0)2 964 74 350
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        Biosearch is a biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, development and production of new antibiotics for the prevention and
treatment of infectious diseases caused by multi-resistant micro-organisms (bacteria and fungi). Biosearch's discovery strategy is based on five
integrated technological platforms including the high-throughput screening of its large and diversified library of microbial extracts, which can
lead to the isolation of a drug candidate. Biosearch presently has three products under clinical development: dalbavancin, ramoplanin and
BI-K-0376, in Phase II, Phase III and Phase I, respectively. All of these product candidates were discovered at Biosearch's laboratories.

Votes Required for Approval of the Merger (page 39)

Versicor

        We will hold a special meeting of our stockholders to consider the following proposals:

�
to approve the merger agreement we negotiated with Biosearch; and

�
to approve an increase in the number of shares of our common stock available for award purposes under our 2001 Stock
Option Plan by an additional 5,400,737 shares and an increase in the number of shares of Versicor common stock that may
be granted under our 2001 Stock Option Plan to one person during any calendar year by an additional 650,000 shares.

        In order for us to complete the proposed merger, a majority of the shares of our common stock outstanding and entitled to vote at the
meeting must be voted in favor of the merger. Similarly, it is a condition to both parties' obligations to complete the merger that the 2001 Stock
Option Plan amendment be approved by holders of a majority of our outstanding common shares. Thus, if you do not vote your shares of our
common stock in favor of both the merger and the amendment to the 2001 Stock Option Plan, your action will have the same effect as a vote
against the merger.

        We might also call for a vote to authorize us to adjourn the meeting, if necessary, in order to solicit additional proxies in the event that there
are not enough votes initially present to approve either of the above proposals.

        The special meeting of our stockholders will be held at our executive offices, located at the Marriott Hotel, 46100 Landing Parkway,
Fremont, California 94538, United States of America on [meeting date], 2002, at [time], local time. Stockholders listed in our books as the
owners of our common stock at the close of business on the record date, [record date], 2002, are entitled to vote at the special meeting. For more
information about the special meeting, see "The Special Meeting of Versicor Stockholders."

        The proxy card also includes a proposal permitting adjournment of the meeting to solicit additional proxies in the event that there are not
sufficient votes initially to approve the merger proposal or the 2001 Stock Option Plan amendments proposal. Assuming that a quorum is
present, approval of this adjournment proposal would require the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares present and entitled to vote at the
meeting.

        George F. Horner III, our president, chief executive officer and a member of our board of directors, and HealthCare Ventures V, L.P., one
of our stockholders, owning collectively approximately 5.5% of the shares of our common stock outstanding as of October 1, 2002 and entitled
to vote at the

5

meeting, have entered into voting agreements with Biosearch that commit those stockholders, subject to specified exceptions, to vote all of their
shares in favor of the proposals described above. Accordingly, if the parties to the voting agreements vote in accordance with the terms of the
voting agreements, the vote of approximately 11,727,775 additional shares of our common stock (or approximately 44.5% of the outstanding
shares of our common stock as of October 1, 2002) will be required to approve the merger.

Biosearch

        Biosearch will hold a special meeting of its shareholders to consider approval of the merger agreement. The special meeting of Biosearch
shareholders will be held at Biosearch's offices, located at Via Roberto Lepetit n. 34, Gerenzano, Italy, on [meeting date], 2002, at [time], local
time.
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        In order for Biosearch to complete the merger, two-thirds of the Biosearch ordinary shares present (or represented by proxy) at the
Biosearch special meeting must be voted in favor of the merger agreement, provided that the required quorum is satisfied. Biosearch will
announce its special meeting by publishing a notice in the Official Gazette of the Italian Republic. This notice may indicate three different dates
on which the special meeting may be validly held (i.e., the first, second and third calls). In the event that Biosearch's special meeting cannot be
validly held at the first call (because, for example, an insufficient number of shares are represented at the meeting), the meeting may be held at
the second call, at the relevant date and time indicated in the notice. In the event that the special meeting cannot be validly held at the second
call, the special meeting may be held at the third call, at the relevant date and time indicated in the notice. With regards to the quorum required,
if the special meeting is held at the first call, more than a majority of the outstanding Biosearch ordinary shares must be represented; if the
special meeting is held at the second call, more than one-third of the outstanding Biosearch ordinary shares must be represented; and if the
special meeting is held at the third call, more than one-fifth of the outstanding Biosearch ordinary shares must be represented.

        Two of the founders of Biosearch, who are members of its management, owning collectively approximately 16.61% of the outstanding
Biosearch ordinary shares entitled to vote at the special meeting of Biosearch shareholders, have entered into voting agreements with us that
commit those shareholders, subject to specified exceptions, not to sell any of their shares prior to the special meeting or any postponement
thereof and to vote all of their shares in favor of the merger and the related proposals. In addition, the 3i Group plc, a shareholder of Biosearch,
has entered into a voting agreement with us that requires the 3i Group, subject to specified exceptions, to hold at least 808,145 ordinary shares of
Biosearch (or 6.65% of the outstanding ordinary shares of Biosearch) through the date of the special meeting or any postponement thereof, and
to vote all of its Biosearch ordinary shares held at the time of the special meeting in favor of the merger and related proposals. Accordingly, if all
of the parties to these voting agreements vote in favor of the merger, the vote of approximately 5,278,402 additional Biosearch ordinary shares
(or 43.41% of the outstanding Biosearch ordinary shares) will be required to approve the merger, assuming that 100% of the Biosearch ordinary
shares are represented at the special meeting.

Versicor's Reasons for the Merger (page 50)

        We believe the proposed merger of Biosearch with and into us is a key step toward our goal of establishing ourselves as a more advanced
biopharmaceutical company focusing on the discovery, development and commercialization of antibiotic and antifungal agents for
difficult-to-treat infections. Like us, Biosearch is a biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, development and production of novel
antifungal and antibiotic agents for difficult-to-treat infections. The merger will unify ownership rights to dalbavancin, which is in Phase II
clinical trials, and the combined company will possess a broader pipeline of new product candidates, including anidulafungin and ramoplanin,
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which are in Phase III clinical trials, a product candidate in Phase I clinical trials and a number of other compounds in pre-clinical testing.

        Our board of directors believes that the merger is fair to, and in the best interests of, our company and our stockholders. In reaching this
conclusion, our board of directors considered a variety of factors, including the opinion of Lehman Brothers, our financial advisor, and also
including the following potentially positive factors:

�
Following the merger, our gross margin percentage on any future sales of dalbavancin will increase from the high 60's to
over 90 because we will no longer be required to pay any royalties or manufacturing fees to Biosearch.

�
The merger should enhance our antifungal and antibiotic agent market position through the acquisition of additional
pre-clinical compounds and expertise in other difficult-to-treat infections.

�
The merger will provide us with manufacturing capability for the production of product candidates and agents and a
European presence from which to market products to the European market.

�
As a result of our four-year collaboration with Biosearch, we believe that our corporate cultures are a good match and that by
merging with Biosearch we believe we can more efficiently pursue our shared goal of bringing new antibiotic and antifungal
agents to market.

�
The merger should improve our ability to conduct expensive clinical trials by providing access to Biosearch's cash reserves.
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Our board of directors also considered potentially negative factors, including the cost of negotiating and closing the merger, the risks of
international expansion and the fact that after the completion of the merger the increase in our gross margin on any future sales of dalbavancin
would be offset for the combined company by the loss of Biosearch's right to any royalties and manufacturing fees from Versicor, see "The
Merger�Versicor's Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of the Versicor Board."

Biosearch's Reasons for the Merger (page 52)

        The proposed merger of Biosearch with Versicor is a key step toward Biosearch's goal of establishing itself as a more advanced
biopharmaceutical company focusing on the discovery, development and production of antibacterial and antifungal agents for the prevention and
treatment of difficult-to-treat infections. Biosearch expects that, as a result of the merger, the combined company could establish a presence in
the market earlier than Biosearch could on its own, if and when Versicor's lead antifungal product candidate, anidulafungin, successfully
completes Phase III clinical trials and begins commercialization. Together with Versicor, Biosearch will possess worldwide rights for
dalbavancin, anidulafungin and its topical product against acne, BI-K-0376, which is currently in Phase I clinical development, and worldwide
rights (other than in North America) for ramoplanin.

        Biosearch has been collaborating with Versicor since February 1998 in a drug discovery program called BIOCOR. Biosearch contributes
natural product leads to the collaboration, and Versicor contributes the combinatorial chemistry expertise necessary to optimize those selected
leads and identify product candidates. As a result of this four-year collaboration with Versicor, Biosearch believes that the corporate cultures of
the respective companies are a good match and that by merging Biosearch with and into Versicor it can more efficiently pursue the shared goal
of bringing new antibacterial and antifungal agents to market.

        Biosearch's board of directors believes that the merger is fair to, and in the best interests of, Biosearch and its shareholders. In reaching this
decision, Biosearch's board of directors considered a
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variety of factors, including the opinion of SG Cowen, its financial advisor. See "The Merger�Biosearch's Reasons for the Merger;
Recommendations of the Biosearch Board."

Opinion of Versicor's Financial Advisor (page 53)

        Lehman Brothers, our financial advisor in connection with the merger, delivered its oral opinion to our board of directors, which was later
confirmed in writing, that, as of July 30, 2002, and based on and subject to the various considerations described in the opinion, the exchange
ratio in the proposed merger is fair from a financial point of view to us. This opinion is not a recommendation to any of our stockholders
regarding how to vote, and does not represent an independent determination of any kind to Versicor's stockholders. We have attached a copy of
the Lehman Brothers written opinion as Appendix C to this proxy statement/prospectus. You should read it in its entirety.

Opinion of Biosearch's Financial Advisor (page 60)

        SG Cowen Securities Corporation, Biosearch's financial advisor in connection with the merger, delivered its verbal opinion to the
Biosearch board of directors, which was later confirmed in writing, that, as of July 30, 2002, and based on and subject to the various
considerations described in the opinion, the exchange ratio in the proposed merger is fair from a financial point of view to the Biosearch
shareholders. This opinion is not a recommendation to any of the Biosearch shareholders or any of our stockholders regarding how to vote. We
have attached a copy of the SG Cowen Securities Corporation written opinion as Appendix D to this proxy statement/prospectus. You should
read it in its entirety.

What Versicor Stockholders Will Receive in the Merger (page 78)

        Shares of Versicor common stock will represent equity interests in the combined company following the merger of Biosearch with and into
us. There will be no need for our stockholders to exchange their share certificates.

What Biosearch Shareholders Will Receive in the Merger (page 78)

        Upon the completion of the merger, each Biosearch ordinary share will be converted into 1.77 shares of Versicor common stock. The actual
share exchange will occur three business days later by means of book entry changes on the records of the Italian clearing agency, Monte Titoli
S.p.A., without any need for Biosearch ordinary shares to be tendered for exchange.
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Ownership of the Combined Company Following the Merger (pages 78, 128 and 154)

        At the closing of the merger, based on the number of Biosearch ordinary shares outstanding as of June 30, 2002 and the exchange ratio of
1.77 Versicor common shares for each Biosearch ordinary share, Versicor will issue approximately 21,524,085 new shares of common stock to
current Biosearch shareholders. Upon completion of the merger, current Versicor stockholders will own approximately 55% of Versicor's
outstanding common stock and current Biosearch shareholders will own approximately 45% of Versicor's outstanding common stock. Based on
the companies' respective closing share prices on July 30, 2002, the last full trading day prior to our announcement of the merger, Biosearch's
shareholders would receive an implied premium for their Biosearch shares. The issuance of Versicor common shares at any implied premium
would likely result in dilution to the market price of Versicor common stock.

Board of Directors Following the Merger (page 166)

        Upon completion of the merger, we will have an eight member board of directors composed of four persons currently on the board of
directors of Versicor and four persons currently on the board of directors of Biosearch. Pursuant to the merger agreement, our bylaws will be
automatically amended upon completion of the merger to provide, among other things, that for the following three years, four of our eight
directors will be Versicor nominees and the other four will be Biosearch nominees.
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Treatment of Biosearch Options (pages 78 and 185)

        The merger agreement provides that each holder of a Biosearch stock option that is outstanding immediately prior to the closing of the
merger has two choices. First, a Biosearch option holder may consent to the termination of his Biosearch options, in which case the holder will
be entitled to receive a replacement Versicor option upon completion of the merger. The number of Versicor shares subject to the new option
will equal the number of Biosearch ordinary shares subject to the holder's terminated Biosearch options multiplied by 1.77. The per share
exercise price of each new option will equal the greater of (i) the closing price per share of our common stock on the Nasdaq National Market on
the merger closing date, and (ii) the average of the closing prices per share of our common stock on the Nasdaq National Market for each trading
day during the one-month period immediately preceding the effective time of the merger. Each new option will also be subject to a four-year
vesting schedule regardless of the vesting schedule of the predecessor Biosearch option. We expect to grant these replacement options under our
2002 Stock Option Plan. More information on our stock option plans is included under the heading "Proposal to Amend Versicor's 2001 Stock
Option Plan." As described in that section, our 2002 Stock Option Plan was approved by our board of directors for the purpose of making these
replacement option grants, but will not be submitted to our stockholders for approval. If the rules of the Nasdaq National Market change such
that we are not able to make these option grants under a plan not approved by our stockholders, or if we are otherwise unable to make these
grants under our 2002 Stock Option Plan, we will make these grants under our 2001 Stock Option Plan.

        Alternatively, a Biosearch option holder may decide not to consent to the termination of his Biosearch options, in which case the holder's
Biosearch option will be assumed by us and will become an option to acquire shares of our common stock upon completion of the merger. The
number of shares of our common stock that will be subject to each assumed option will equal the number of Biosearch ordinary shares subject to
the option immediately prior to the merger multiplied by 1.77. The per share exercise price of each assumed option will equal the exercise price
of the Biosearch option immediately prior to the effective time of the merger divided by 1.77 and converted from euros into dollars.

Versicor's Reasons for the 2001 Stock Option Plan Amendment (page 185)

        As of August 19, 2001, approximately 978,000 shares remain available for grant purposes under our 2001 Stock Option Plan out of the
1.2 million shares originally available under the plan. In connection with the merger, we intend to issue options to Biosearch's officers, directors,
employees and consultants covering approximately 5,787,500 shares of Versicor common stock, as described below. The proposed amendments
to the 2001 Stock Option Plan would increase the number of shares available under the plan by an additional 5,400,737 shares and the number of
shares that may be granted under the 2001 Stock Option Plan to one person during any calendar year by an addtional 650,000 shares in order to
provide our combined company with the capacity to structure incentives to our continuing and future employees, including options that we will
issue in connection with the merger. The merger agreement requires us to issue replacement stock options with respect to 442,500 shares of our
common stock to Biosearch optionees upon completion of the merger (or to assume any option not replaced, as described above). We intend to
issue these replacement stock options under our 2002 Stock Option Plan. If the rules of the Nasdaq National Market change such that we are not
able to make these option grants under a plan not approved by our stockholders, or if we are otherwise unable to make these grants under our
2002 Stock Option Plan, we will make these grants under our 2001 Stock Option Plan. In addition, we currently have contractual commitments
in place to issue options covering an additional 2,845,000 shares upon completion of the merger to Biosearch key employees and one of its
consultants and intend to issue additional options covering approximately 2.5 million shares to other
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Biosearch employees in connection with the merger, all of which will be issued under the 2001 Stock Option Plan.

        If the 2001 Stock Option Plan Amendment is approved by our stockholders, we will increase the shares available for grant under our 2001
Stock Option Plan from approximately 978,000 shares to approximately 6,378,737 shares and increase the number of shares that may be granted
under the 2001 Stock Option Plan to one person during any calendar year from 300,000 shares to 950,000 shares.

Recommendation of Versicor's Board of Directors (pages 50, 193 and 194)

        After careful consideration, our board of directors unanimously recommends that you vote "FOR" the proposal to approve the merger
agreement, "FOR" the proposal to approve the amendment to the 2001 Stock Option Plan and "FOR" the proposal to adjourn the meeting, if
necessary, to solicit additional proxies.

Accounting Treatment of the Merger (page 71)

        The merger will be accounted for by Versicor for financial reporting purposes under the purchase method. Accordingly, the aggregate
purchase price will be allocated based upon the fair values of the assets acquired and the liabilities assumed of Biosearch. Any excess purchase
price will be recorded as goodwill. Under current generally accepted accounting principles in the United States, goodwill is no longer being
amortized but instead is to be capitalized and reviewed periodically for impairment.

Appraisal or Dissenters' Rights; Rescission Rights (page 72)

        Our stockholders will not be entitled to appraisal or dissenters' rights in connection with the merger. Biosearch shareholders, however, will
have rescission rights as specified under Italian law. At the closing of the merger, those Biosearch shareholders that have exercised their
rescission rights will be entitled to receive a cash payment for their Biosearch ordinary shares in lieu of receiving any shares of Versicor
common stock.

Regulatory Requirements for the Merger (page 72)

        In order for the merger to be valid under Italian law, Italian law requires delivery to the shareholders of Biosearch, by deposit at the
corporate headquarters of Biosearch and with copies to the Italian securities regulator, CONSOB, and the Nuovo Mercato of certain documents,
including a report that indicates that, among other things, the valuation methods adopted by the board of directors of Biosearch are, under the
circumstances, reasonable and not arbitrary and have been correctly applied by the directors in their determination of the ratio for the exchange
of shares contained in the merger agreement.

        Also, prior to completion of the merger, Versicor and Biosearch could be required to give notification of the merger to U.S., EU or Italian
antitrust authorities. If notification to any of these authorities is required, the parties could be required to furnish additional information and
observe one or more statutory waiting periods prior to completion of the merger.

Material U.S. Federal Tax Considerations (page 73)

        Generally, the exchange by Biosearch stockholders of Biosearch ordinary shares for shares of our common stock will not cause either
Biosearch shareholders or our stockholders to recognize any gain or loss for U.S. federal income tax purposes. However, Biosearch shareholders
might have to recognize gain or loss if their stock ownership in Biosearch is sufficiently large. This tax treatment might not apply to all
Biosearch stockholders. A determination of the actual tax consequences of the merger to you can be complicated and will depend on your own
specific situation and on variables not within our
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control or the control of Biosearch. You should consult your own tax advisor for a full understanding of the tax consequences of the merger to
you.

Italian Tax Considerations (page 76)
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        Generally, the merger will not cause a taxable event for Italian income tax purposes for the Biosearch shareholders who are resident in Italy
for Italian tax purposes. Furthermore, the shares of our common stock received by the Biosearch shareholders in the merger will have the same
aggregate tax basis as the Biosearch ordinary shares held by the Biosearch shareholders prior to the merger. However, for Biosearch
shareholders who are resident outside of Italy for Italian tax purposes, with some exceptions described below, the merger may cause taxable gain
to be recognized equal to the difference between the fair market value of the shares of our common stock received and the tax basis of Biosearch
shareholder's Biosearch ordinary shares cancelled in the merger. Exceptions to this treatment may apply to non-resident shareholders:

�
who own no more than two percent of the Biosearch voting rights or no more than five percent of the Biosearch's total
outstanding equity, and who meet certain other requirements, or

�
who are entitled to the benefits of almost any income-tax treaty between Italy and the shareholder's country of residence.

The actual income tax consequences under Italian tax law will depend on your own specific situation and on factors not within the control of
Biosearch or us. Biosearch shareholders should consult their own tax adviser for a full understanding of the potential Italian tax consequences of
the merger to them.

Material Terms of the Merger Agreement

        The merger agreement is the primary legal document that governs the merger. We have attached a copy of the merger agreement as
Appendix A to this proxy statement/prospectus and encourage you to read it. A few of its key terms are listed below:

Conditions to Completion of the Merger (page 88)

        Several conditions must be satisfied before we complete the proposed merger, including, among others, those summarized below:

�
the approval of our stockholders and Biosearch's shareholders must have been received;

�
there must be no pending or threatened litigation by a governmental entity seeking to enjoin or prohibit the completion of the
merger, nor any legal restraint or prohibition preventing the completion of the merger;

�
the waiting period under any applicable antitrust laws (and any extensions thereof) must have expired or been terminated;

�
legal opinions from each company's corporate and tax counsel must have been received;

�
each company's respective representations and warranties in the merger agreement must remain accurate, as certified by one
of its officers;

�
each company must have materially complied with its covenants in the merger agreement, as certified by one of its officers;
and

�
from the date of the merger agreement to the completion of the merger, both companies must not have experienced any
material adverse effects.

        The merger agreement provides that any or all of the conditions to both parties' obligations may be waived by both parties together, and any
or all of the conditions to either party's obligations may be waived by that party. However, the parties cannot waive any conditions imposed by
law, such as receipt of necessary stockholder approvals.
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Prohibition on Solicitation of Other Offers (page 86)

        In addition, the merger agreement contains detailed provisions that prohibit us and Biosearch from taking any action, directly or indirectly,
to:

�
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solicit, initiate or encourage, including by way of furnishing information, or take any other action designed to facilitate, any
inquiries or the making of any proposal the consummation of which would constitute an "alternative transaction," as defined
in the merger agreement;

�
participate in any discu
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