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Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: From time to time, after the effective date of
this Registration Statement.

If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment
plans, please check the following box.

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to
Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest
reinvestment plans, check the following box. x

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act,
please check the following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective
registration statement for the same offering. ~

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, please check the

following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement
for the same offering.
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If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that
shall become effective upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the
following box. ~

If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction 1.D. filed to
register additional securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check
the following box. ~

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,

or a smaller reporting company. See the definitions of large accelerated filer, accelerated filer and smaller reporting
company in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.

Large Accelerated filer Accelerated filer

Non-accelerated filer ~ x (Do not check if smaller reporting company) Smaller reporting company

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Proposed
Maximum Proposed
Amount Offering Price Maximum
Title of Each Class of To Be per Unit or Aggregate Amount of

Securities to be Registered Registered(1) Share(1)(2) Offering Price(1)(2) Registration Fee(3)
Common Stock, $0.0001 par value
per share ( Common Stock )(4)
Preferred Stock, $0.0001 par value
per share
Depositary Shares
Warrants
Debt Securities
Total Registration Fee(5) $100,000,000 $100,000,000 $12,880.00

(1) Pursuant to Rule 457(i) under the Securities Act of 1933 (the Securities Act ), the securities registered hereunder
include such indeterminate number of shares of common stock, preferred stock or depositary shares, number of
warrants and units and principal amount of debt securities as may be issued upon conversion or exchange of any
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preferred stock, warrants or debt securities registered hereunder that provide for conversion or exchange, upon
exercise of warrants or pursuant to the anti-dilution provisions of any such securities.

The proposed maximum per unit and aggregate offering prices per class of securities with respect to the offering
will be determined from time to time by the registrant in connection with the issuance by the registrant of the
securities registered under this registration statement and is not specified as to each class of security pursuant to
General Instruction II.D of Form S-3 under the Securities Act.

Calculated pursuant to Rule 457(0) under the Securities Act.

Includes an indeterminate number of shares of common stock as may be sold from time to time, at indeterminate
prices.

Any securities registered hereunder with respect to the offering may be sold separately or as units with other
securities registered hereunder. The proposed maximum offering price per unit will be determined by us in
connection with the issuance of the securities. In no event will the aggregate offering price of all securities issued
by the registrant from time to time pursuant to this Registration Statement exceed $100,000,000 or the equivalent
thereof in one or more foreign currencies, foreign currency units or composite currencies.

The Registrant hereby amends this Registration Statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay
its effective date until the Registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this
Registration Statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of
1933 or until this Registration Statement shall become effective on such date as the Commission, acting
pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell the securities until the
Registration Statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This prospectus is not

an offer to sell these securities and is not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer
or sale is not permitted.

SUBJECT TO COMPLETION, DATED AUGUST 29, 2014

PROSPECTUS

$100,000,000
NanoString Technologies, Inc.

By this prospectus, NanoString Technologies may offer, from time to time:

Common stock

Preferred stock

Depositary Shares

Warrants

Debt securities

NanoString Technologies may offer and sell from time to time, in one or more series or issuances and on terms that

NanoString Technologies will determine at the time of the offering, any combination of the securities described in this
prospectus, up to an aggregate amount of $100,000,000.

We will provide specific terms of any offering in a supplement to this prospectus. Any prospectus supplement may
also add, update, or change information contained in this prospectus. You should carefully read this prospectus and
the applicable prospectus supplement as well as the documents incorporated or deemed to be incorporated by
reference in this prospectus before you purchase any of the securities offered hereby.
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These securities may be offered and sold in the same offering or in separate offerings; to or through underwriters,
dealers, and agents; or directly to purchasers. The names of any underwriters, dealers, or agents involved in the sale of
our securities, their compensation and any over-allotment options held by them will be described in the applicable
prospectus supplement. See Plan of Distribution.

Our common stock is listed on the Nasdaq Global Market under the symbol NSTG. We will provide information in
any applicable prospectus supplement regarding any listing of securities other than shares of our common stock on
any securities exchange.

We are an emerging growth company as defined under the federal securities laws and, as such, have elected to
comply with certain reduced public company reporting requirements.

INVESTING IN OUR SECURITIES INVOLVES SIGNIFICANT RISKS. SEE _RISK FACTORS
BEGINNING ON PAGE 6 OF THIS PROSPECTUS AND IN THE APPLICABLE PROSPECTUS
SUPPLEMENT BEFORE INVESTING IN ANY SECURITIES.

NEITHER THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION NOR ANY STATE SECURITIES
COMMISSION HAS APPROVED OR DISAPPROVED OF THESE SECURITIES OR PASSED UPON THE
ADEQUACY OR ACCURACY OF THIS PROSPECTUS. ANY REPRESENTATION TO THE CONTRARY
IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE.

The date of this prospectus is ,2014
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement on Form S-3 that we filed with the United States Securities and
Exchange Commission, or the SEC, using a shelf registration process. Under this shelf process, we may, from time to
time, sell any combination of the securities described in this prospectus in one or more offerings up to a total amount

of $100,000,000.

This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we sell securities,
we will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. The
prospectus supplement may also add to, update or change information contained in the prospectus and, accordingly, to
the extent inconsistent, information in this prospectus is superseded by the information in the prospectus supplement.

The prospectus supplement to be attached to the front of this prospectus may describe, as applicable: the terms of the
securities offered; the initial public offering price; the price paid for the securities; net proceeds; and the other specific
terms related to the offering of the securities.

You should only rely on the information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus and any prospectus
supplement or issuer free writing prospectus relating to a particular offering. No person has been authorized to give
any information or make any representations in connection with this offering other than those contained or
incorporated by reference in this prospectus, any accompanying prospectus supplement and any related issuer free
writing prospectus in connection with the offering described herein and therein, and, if given or made, such
information or representations must not be relied upon as having been authorized by us. Neither this prospectus nor
any prospectus supplement nor any related issuer free writing prospectus shall constitute an offer to sell or a
solicitation of an offer to buy offered securities in any jurisdiction in which it is unlawful for such person to make
such an offering or solicitation. This prospectus does not contain all of the information included in the registration
statement. For a more complete understanding of the offering of the securities, you should refer to the registration
statement, including its exhibits.

You should read the entire prospectus and any prospectus supplement and any related issuer free writing prospectus,
as well as the documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus or any prospectus supplement or any related
issuer free writing prospectus, before making an investment decision. Neither the delivery of this prospectus or any
prospectus supplement or any issuer free writing prospectus nor any sale made hereunder shall under any
circumstances imply that the information contained or incorporated by reference herein or in any prospectus
supplement or issuer free writing prospectus is correct as of any date subsequent to the date hereof or of such
prospectus supplement or issuer free writing prospectus, as applicable. You should assume that the information
appearing in this prospectus, any prospectus supplement or any document incorporated by reference is accurate only
as of the date of the applicable documents, regardless of the time of delivery of this prospectus or any sale of
securities. Our business, financial condition, results of operations and prospects may have changed since that date.
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Prospectus Summary

This summary description about us and our business highlights selected information contained elsewhere in this
prospectus or incorporated in this prospectus by reference. This summary does not contain all of the information you
should consider before buying securities in this offering. You should carefully read this entire prospectus and any
applicable prospectus supplement, including each of the documents incorporated herein or therein by reference,
before making an investment decision.

NanoString Technologies, Inc.
Overview

We develop, manufacture and sell robust, intuitive products that unlock scientifically valuable and clinically
actionable genomic information from minute amounts of tissue. Our nCounter Analysis System directly profiles
hundreds of molecules simultaneously using a novel barcoding technology that is powerful enough for use in research,
yet simple enough for use in clinical laboratories worldwide. We market instruments and related consumables to
researchers in academic, government, and biopharmaceutical laboratories for use in understanding fundamental
biology and the molecular basis of disease and to clinical laboratories and medical centers for diagnostic use. We have
an installed base of more than 220 systems, which our customers have used to publish more than 500 peer-reviewed
papers. As researchers discover how genomic information can be used to improve clinical decision-making, these
discoveries can be translated and validated as diagnostic tests based on our nCounter Elements reagents. In certain
situations, we intend to translate their discoveries into in vitro diagnostic assays. For example, in September 2013, we
received 510(k) clearance from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, or FDA, to market in the United States a
version of our first molecular diagnostic product, the Prosigna Breast Cancer Assay, or Prosigna, providing an
assessment of a patient s risk of recurrence for breast cancer.

The role of genomic information in research and medical practice is evolving rapidly. The advent of new technologies
that sequence and digitally count discrete nucleic acids, commonly referred to as next generation sequencing, or NGS,
is accelerating the discovery of the relationships between the genome and human disease. Researchers are applying

this wealth of new information to identify biological pathways, which are networks of tens or hundreds of genes that
act in concert to produce biological functions. Researchers then seek to translate this understanding of the genomic
basis of disease into the development of diagnostic tools that can be used to profile an individual patient s biological
pathways as well as develop targeted drug therapies. Precise, simple and robust profiling of biological pathways
presents both an analytical challenge for researchers and an opportunity to improve patient outcomes in the future.

Our nCounter Analysis System enables genomic analysis on a scale appropriate for pathway-based biology by
digitally quantifying the activity of up to 800 genes simultaneously in a single minute tissue sample. The sensitivity
and precision of our novel barcoding chemistry allows the measurement of subtle changes in genomic activity
efficiently, which is essential in both research and diagnostics because tissue samples are often available only in very
small quantities. This problem is especially acute in cancer research, which is typically conducted using biopsies that
are often stored in a format known as formalin-fixed paraffin embedded, or FFPE, which complicates subsequent
analysis of genetic material. The nCounter Analysis System is an easy-to-use and flexible solution that allows
researchers to efficiently test hypotheses across thousands of different samples. As a result, the nCounter Analysis
System is particularly useful for discovering and validating networks of genes that characterize and help predict
disease states, enabling the development of diagnostics and medicines designed specifically for treating patients with
certain genomic profiles. Researchers may use nCounter to develop their own diagnostic tests based on our nCounter
Elements reagents or we may selectively partner with them to translate their discoveries into in vitro diagnostic
assays.

Table of Contents 10
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Prosigna, our first molecular diagnostic test, is based on a collection of 50 genes known as the PAMS50 gene signature,
which was discovered by several of our research customers. We secured an exclusive worldwide license to the
PAMS50 gene signature in 2010. Prosigna can provide a breast cancer patient and her physician with a subtype
classification based on the fundamental biology of the patient s tumor, as well as a prognostic score that predicts the
probability of cancer recurrence over 10 years. Our goal is for physicians to use Prosigna to guide therapeutic
decisions so that patients receive only therapeutic interventions from which they are likely to benefit. In September
2013, we received 510(k) clearance from the FDA to market in the United States a version of Prosigna providing an
assessment of a patient s risk of recurrence for breast cancer. In December 2013, we commercially launched Prosigna
in the United States, and as of August 2014 had announced agreements with 11 laboratories, including four national
diagnostic reference laboratories, three comprehensive cancer centers and two hospital systems to offer the Prosigna
assay in the United States, with the earliest testing beginning during the first quarter of 2014. These laboratories
collectively serve the pathology testing needs of a substantial portion of breast cancer patients throughout the United
States. We expect additional clinical laboratories to adopt Prosigna in the future. In September 2012, we obtained CE
Mark designation in the European Union for a version of Prosigna that provides an assessment of a patient s risk of
recurrence for breast cancer and the intrinsic subtype of the patient s tumor. In February 2013, we commercially
launched Prosigna in Europe and Israel. In May 2014, we received regulatory approval in Canada, and in August 2014
we received regulatory clearance in Australia.

In November 2013, we began offering a version of the nCounter Dx Analysis System to high-complexity,
CLIA-certified laboratories for research and diagnostics purposes. This FLEX configuration of the nCounter Dx
Analysis System provides clinical laboratories a single platform with the flexibility to support both clinical testing, by
running Prosigna, and research, by processing translational research experiments using our custom CodeSets and
panels. The nCounter Elements reagents provide further flexibility by allowing laboratories to develop their own
Laboratory Developed Tests for gene expression, copy number variation and gene fusion signatures, which can be
performed by a laboratory and may include genetic tests and other tests for rare conditions.

Prosigna is regulated as an in vitro diagnostic test and we distribute it as a kit for use on our nCounter Analysis
System in clinical laboratories. We expect that our future in vitro diagnostic products will be regulated and distributed
in a similar manner. This is in contrast to most complex genomic tests, which are currently regulated as services and
are usually offered only by a limited number of specialized laboratories. The current centralized laboratory model for
complex genomic testing can result in complicated logistics for the treating physician, including slower test result
turnaround times and limited international access to tests as compared to local testing. In addition, most clinical
laboratories cannot currently share in the revenue associated with offering patients complex genomic tests. We believe
that our decentralized model will transform the current paradigm of complex genomic testing by allowing physicians
worldwide to provide more comprehensive personalized diagnoses, broadening patient access, and increasing the
degree to which clinical laboratories can profit by providing molecular diagnostic testing services.

Corporate Information

We were incorporated in Delaware in June 2003. Our principal executive offices are located at 530 Fairview Avenue,
N., Suite 2000, Seattle, Washington 98109. Our telephone number is (206) 378-6266. Our website address is
www.nanostring.com. Information contained on the website is not incorporated by reference into this prospectus, and
should not be considered to be part of this prospectus.

Unless the context indicates otherwise, as used in this prospectus, the terms NanoString, we, us and our referto

NanoString Technologies, Inc. and its subsidiaries, NanoString Technologies Europe Limited, NanoString
Technologies SAS, NanoString Technologies Asia Pacific Limited, NanoString Technologies
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International, Inc., NanoString Technologies GmbH and NanoString Technologies Singapore Pte Limited. We use

NanoStrin®,  NanoString Technologiss nCourfer Molecules that Coffat  Prosigha nCounter ElemeR and
other marks as trademarks in the United States and other countries. This prospectus contains references to our
trademarks as well as third-party trademarks. Solely for convenience, trademarks and trade names referred to in this
prospectus, including logos, artwork and other visual displays, may appear without the ® or TM symbols, but such
references are not intended to indicate in any way that we will not assert, to the fullest extent under applicable law, our
rights or the rights of the applicable licensor to these trademarks and trade names. We do not intend our use of
third-party trade names or trademarks to imply a relationship with, or endorsement or sponsorship of us by, any other
entity.

The Securities We May Offer

We may offer up to $100,000,000 of common stock, preferred stock and depositary shares, warrants and debt
securities in one or more offerings and in any combination. This prospectus provides you with a general description of
the securities we may offer. A prospectus supplement, which we will provide each time we offer securities, will
describe the specific amounts, prices and terms of these securities.

Common Stock

Each holder of our common stock is entitled to one vote for each share on all matters to be voted upon by the
stockholders, and there are no cumulative rights. Subject to any preferential rights of any outstanding preferred stock,
holders of our common stock are entitled to receive ratably the dividends, if any, as may be declared from time to time
by the board of directors out of funds legally available therefor. If there is a liquidation, dissolution or winding up of
our company, holders of our common stock would be entitled to share in our assets remaining after the payment of
liabilities and any preferential rights of any outstanding preferred stock.

Preferred Stock and Depositary Shares

Under the terms of our amended and restated certificate of incorporation, our board of directors is authorized to issue
shares of preferred stock in one or more series without stockholder approval. Our board of directors has the discretion
to determine the rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions, including voting rights, dividend rights, conversion
rights, redemption privileges and liquidation preferences, of each series of preferred stock.

We may also issue fractional shares of preferred stock that will be represented by depositary shares and depositary
receipts.

Each series of preferred stock, depositary shares or depositary receipts, if issued, will be more fully described in the
particular prospectus supplement that will accompany this prospectus, including redemption provisions, rights in the
event of our liquidation, dissolution or winding up, voting rights and rights to convert into common stock. We have no
present plans to issue any shares of preferred stock, depositary shares or depositary receipts nor are any shares of our
preferred stock, depositary shares or depositary receipts presently outstanding.

Warrants

We may issue warrants for the purchase of common stock or preferred stock. We may issue warrants independently or
together with other securities.
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Debt Securities

We may offer secured or unsecured obligations in the form of one or more series of senior or subordinated debt. The
senior debt securities and the subordinated debt securities are together referred to in this prospectus as the debt
securities. The subordinated debt securities generally will be entitled to payment only after payment of our senior
debt. Senior debt generally includes all debt for money borrowed by us, except debt that is stated in the instrument
governing the terms of that debt to be not senior to, or to have the same rank in right of payment as, or to be expressly
junior to, the subordinated debt securities. We may issue debt securities that are convertible into shares of our
common stock.

The senior and subordinated debt securities will be issued under separate indentures between us and a trustee. We
have summarized the general features of the debt securities to be governed by the indentures. These indentures have
been filed as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part. We encourage you to read
these indentures. Instructions on how you can get copies of these documents are provided under the heading Where
You Can Find More Information.

Units
We may issue units comprised of one or more of the other classes of securities issued by us as described in this

prospectus in any combination. Each unit will be issued so that the holder of the unit is also the holder of each security
included in the unit.

Table of Contents 16



Edgar Filing: NanoString Technologies Inc - Form S-3

Table of Conten
RISK FACTORS

An investment in our securities involves a high degree of risk. The prospectus supplement applicable to each offering
of our securities will contain a discussion of the risks applicable to an investment in our securities. Prior to making a
decision about investing in our securities, you should carefully consider the specific factors discussed under the
heading Risk Factors in the applicable prospectus supplement, together with all of the other information contained or
incorporated by reference in the prospectus supplement or appearing or incorporated by reference in this prospectus.
You should also consider the risks, uncertainties and assumptions discussed under PartI Item 1A Risk Factors, in our
Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013 and Part I Item 1A Risk Factors in our
Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, all of which are incorporated herein by reference, and may be amended,
supplemented or superseded from time to time by other reports we file with the SEC in the future and any prospectus
supplement related to a particular offering. The risks and uncertainties we have described are not the only ones we

face. Additional risks and uncertainties not presently known to us or that we currently deem immaterial may also

affect our operations.
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This prospectus, each prospectus supplement and the information incorporated by reference in this prospectus and
each prospectus supplement contain certain statements that constitute forward-looking statements within the meaning
of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. The words

anticipate, expect, believe, goal, plan, intend, estimate, may, will, and similar expressions and variat
intended to identify forward-looking statements, but are not the exclusive means of identifying such statements. Those
statements appear in this prospectus, any accompanying prospectus supplement and the documents incorporated
herein and therein by reference, particularly in the sections entitled Prospectus Summary, Risk Factors, = Management s
Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations and Business, and include statements
regarding the intent, belief or current expectations of the Company and management that are subject to known and
unknown risks, uncertainties and assumptions.

This prospectus, any prospectus supplement and the information incorporated by reference in this prospectus and any
prospectus supplement also contain statements that are based on the current expectations of our Company and
management. You are cautioned that any such forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance
and involve risks and uncertainties, and that actual results may differ materially from those projected in the
forward-looking statements as a result of various factors.

Because forward-looking statements are inherently subject to risks and uncertainties, some of which cannot be
predicted or quantified, you should not rely upon forward-looking statements as predictions of future events. The
events and circumstances reflected in the forward-looking statements may not be achieved or occur and actual results
could differ materially from those projected in the forward-looking statements. Except as required by applicable law,
including the securities laws of the United States and the rules and regulations of the SEC, we do not plan to publicly
update or revise any forward-looking statements contained herein after we distribute this prospectus, whether as a
result of any new information, future events or otherwise.
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RATIO OF EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES

The following table sets forth our ratio of earnings to fixed charges on a historical basis for each of the periods
indicated. You should read these ratios in connection with our consolidated financial statements, including the notes to
those statements, and our quarterly report on Form 10-Q for the period ended June 30, 2014, incorporated by reference
in this prospectus.

Six Months
Ended
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, June 30,
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Ratio of earnings to fixed charges
The ratio of earnings to combined fixed charges and preference dividends represents the number of times that fixed
charges and preference dividends are covered by earnings. Earnings consist of income or loss from continuing
operations before income taxes and fixed charges, excluding preference dividends. Fixed charges consist of interest
expensed and capitalized under capital leases, estimated interest expense within rental expense, and preference
dividends. In the fiscal years ended December 31, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, and the six months ended
June 30, 2014, earnings were insufficient to cover fixed charges by $11.4 million, $17.1 million, $16.2 million, $25.2
million, $33.9 million and $25.5 million, respectively.

As of the date of this prospectus, we have no shares of preferred stock outstanding, and consequently, our ratio of

earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred share dividends and ratio of earnings to fixed charges would be
identical.
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USE OF PROCEEDS

Unless otherwise indicated in the prospectus supplement, we will use the net proceeds from the sale of securities
offered by this prospectus for general corporate purposes, which may include working capital, capital expenditures,
other corporate expenses and acquisitions of complementary products, technologies or businesses. The timing and
amount of our actual expenditures will be based on many factors, including cash flows from operations and the
anticipated growth of our business. As a result, unless otherwise indicated in the prospectus supplement, our
management will have broad discretion to allocate the net proceeds of the offerings. Pending their ultimate use, we
intend to invest the net proceeds in short-term, investment-grade, interest-bearing instruments.
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DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

The following is a summary of the rights of our capital stock. This summary is not complete. For more detailed
information, please see our certificate of incorporation and bylaws, both filed as exhibits to our quarterly report on
Form 10-Q for the period ended June 30, 2013, as filed on August 8, 2013.

Our authorized capital stock consists of 150,000,000 shares of common stock, par value $0.0001 per share, and
15,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value $0.0001 per share.

As of June 30, 2014, there were 18,101,051 shares of our common stock outstanding, held by approximately 62
stockholders of record, and no shares of our preferred stock outstanding. Our board of directors is authorized, without
stockholder approval except as required by the listing standards of The NASDAQ Global Market, to issue additional
shares of our capital stock.

Common Stock
Outstanding Shares

As of June 30, 2014, we had 18,101,051 shares of common stock outstanding. As of June 30, 2014, we had
approximately 62 record holders of our common stock.

As of June 30, 2014, there were 595,904 shares of common stock subject to outstanding warrants and 3,336,548
shares of common stock underlying outstanding options.

Voting Rights

Each holder of common stock is entitled to one vote for each share on all matters submitted to a vote of the
stockholders, including the election of directors. Our certificate of incorporation and bylaws do not provide for
cumulative voting rights. Because of this, the holders of a plurality of the shares of common stock entitled to vote in
any election of directors can elect all of the directors standing for election, if they should so choose. With respect to
matters other than the election of directors, at any meeting of the stockholders at which a quorum is present or
represented, the affirmative vote of a majority of the voting power of the shares present in person or represented by
proxy at such meeting and entitled to vote on the subject matter shall be the act of the stockholders, except as
otherwise required by law. The holders of a majority of the stock issued and outstanding and entitled to vote, present
in person or represented by proxy, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at all meetings of the
stockholders.

Dividends

Subject to preferences that may be applicable to any then outstanding preferred stock, holders of common stock are
entitled to receive dividends, if any, as may be declared from time to time by the board of directors out of legally
available funds.

Liquidation

In the event of our liquidation, dissolution or winding up, holders of common stock will be entitled to share ratably in
the net assets legally available for distribution to stockholders after the payment of all of our debts and other liabilities

and the satisfaction of any liquidation preference granted to the holders of any then outstanding shares of preferred
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Rights and Preferences

Holders of common stock have no preemptive, conversion, subscription or other rights, and there are no redemption or
sinking fund provisions applicable to the common stock. The rights, preferences and privileges of the holders of
common stock are subject to and may be adversely affected by, the rights of the holders of shares of any series of
preferred stock that we may designate in the future.

Fully Paid and Nonassessable

All of our outstanding shares of common stock are, and the shares of common stock to be issued pursuant to this
offering, when paid for, will be fully paid and nonassessable.

Preferred Stock

Our board of directors has the authority, without further action by the stockholders, to issue up to 15,000,000 shares of
preferred stock in one or more series and to fix the rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions thereof. These rights,
preferences and privileges could include dividend rights, conversion rights, voting rights, redemption rights,
liquidation preferences, sinking fund terms and the number of shares constituting any series or the designation of such
series, any or all of which may be greater than the rights of common stock. The issuance of preferred stock could
adversely affect the voting power of holders of common stock and the likelihood that such holders will receive
dividend payments and payments upon liquidation. In addition, the issuance of preferred stock could have the effect of
delaying, deferring or preventing change in our control or other corporate action. We have no present plan to issue any
shares of preferred stock.

Warrants

As of June 30, 2014, we had outstanding warrants entitling holders to purchase an aggregate of 595,904 shares of our
common stock at a weighted-average exercise price of $8.87 per share.

These warrants have a net exercise provision under which their holders may, in lieu of payment of the exercise price
in cash, surrender the warrant and receive a net amount of shares based on the fair market value of our stock at the
time of exercise of the warrants after deduction of the aggregate exercise price. These warrants contain provisions for
adjustment of the exercise price and number of shares issuable upon the exercise of warrants in the event of certain
stock dividends, stock splits, reorganizations, reclassifications and consolidations.

Registration Rights

Under our investors rights agreement, the holders of approximately 7.0 million shares of common stock or their
transferees, have the right to require us to register the offer and sale of their shares, or to include their shares in any
registration statement we file, in each case as described below.

Demand Registration Rights

The holders of at least 60% of the shares having registration rights have the right to demand that we use best efforts to
file a registration statement for the registration of the offer and sale of at least such number of shares with an
anticipated offering proceeds in excess of $5.0 million. We are only obligated to file up to two registration statements
in connection with the exercise of demand registration rights. These registration rights are subject to specified
conditions and limitations, including the right of the underwriters to limit the number of shares included in any such
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registration under certain circumstances and our ability to defer the filing of a registration statement with respect to an
exercise of such demand registration rights for up to 90 days under certain circumstances.
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Form S-3 Registration Rights

The holders of at least 25% of the shares having registration rights have the right to demand that we file a registration
statement on Form S-3 so long as the aggregate amount of shares to be offered and sold under such registration
statement on Form S-3 is at least $1.0 million. We are not obligated to file any registration statements within 180 days
of a registration statement that we propose. These registration rights are subject to specified conditions and
limitations, including our ability to defer the filing of a registration statement with respect to an exercise of such
Form S-3 registration rights for up to 90 days under certain circumstances.

Piggyback Registration Rights

If we propose to register the offer and sale of any of our securities under the Securities Act either for our own account
or for the account of other stockholders, a stockholder with registration rights will have the right, subject to certain
exceptions, to include their shares of common stock in the registration statement. These registration rights are subject
to specified conditions and limitations, including the right of the underwriters to limit the number of shares included in
any such registration statement under certain circumstances, but not below 25% of the total number of shares covered
by the registration statement.

Expenses of Registration

We will pay all expenses relating to any demand registrations, Form S-3 registrations and piggyback registrations,
other than underwriting discounts and selling commissions.

Termination

The registration rights terminate upon the earliest of (1) July 1, 2018, (2) as to a given holder of registration rights,
when such holder of registration rights can sell all of such holder s registrable securities in a three month-period
pursuant to Rule 144 promulgated under the Securities Act and (3) a change in control of us.

Anti-Takeover Effects of Delaware and Washington Law and Our Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws
Delaware Law

We are subject to Section 203 of the Delaware General Corporation Law. Section 203 generally prohibits a publicly
held Delaware corporation from engaging in a business combination with any interested stockholder for a period of
three years after the date of the transaction in which the person became an interested stockholder, unless:

prior to the date of the transaction, the board of directors of the corporation approved either the business
combination or the transaction which resulted in the stockholder becoming an interested stockholder;

upon consummation of the transaction which resulted in the stockholder becoming an interested stockholder,
the interested stockholder owned at least 85% of the voting stock of the corporation outstanding at the time
the transaction commenced, excluding for purposes of determining the number of shares outstanding

(1) shares owned by persons who are directors and also officers and (2) shares owned by employee stock
plans in which employee participants do not have the right to determine confidentially whether shares held
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subject to the plan will be tendered in a tender or exchange offer; or

on or subsequent to the date of the transaction, the business combination is approved by the board and
authorized at an annual or special meeting of stockholders, and not by written consent, by the affirmative

vote of at least two-thirds of the outstanding voting stock which is not owned by the interested stockholder.

-12-

Table of Contents

26



Edgar Filing: NanoString Technologies Inc - Form S-3

Table of Conten

Section 203 defines a business combination to include:

any merger or consolidation involving the corporation and the interested stockholder;

any sale, transfer, pledge or other disposition involving the interested stockholder of 10% or more of the
assets of the corporation;

subject to exceptions, any transaction that results in the issuance or transfer by the corporation of any stock
of the corporation to the interested stockholder;

any transaction involving the corporation that has the effect of increasing the proportionate share of the stock
or any class or series of the corporation beneficially owned by the interested stockholder; and

the receipt by the interested stockholder of the benefit of any loans, advances, guarantees, pledges or other
financial benefits provided by or through the corporation.
Washington Business Corporation Act

The laws of Washington, where our principal executive offices are located, impose restrictions on certain transactions
between certain foreign corporations and significant stockholders. In particular, the Washington Business Corporation
Act, or WBCA, prohibits a target corporation, with certain exceptions, from engaging in certain significant business
transactions with a person or group of persons which beneficially owns 10% or more of the voting securities of the
target corporation, an acquiring person, for a period of five years after such acquisition, unless the transaction or
acquisition of shares is approved by a majority of the members of the target corporation s board of directors prior to
the time of acquisition. Such prohibited transactions may include, among other things:

any merger or consolidation with, disposition of assets to, or issuance or redemption of stock to or from, the
acquiring person;

any termination of 5% or more of the employees of the target corporation as a result of the acquiring person s
acquisition of 10% or more of the shares; and

allowing the acquiring person to receive any disproportionate benefit as a stockholder.
After the five-year period, a significant business transaction may take place as long as it complies with certain fair
price provisions of the statute or is approved at an annual or special meeting of stockholders.

We will be considered a target corporation so long as our principal executive office is located in Washington, and:

(1) a majority of our employees are residents of the state of Washington or we employ more than one thousand
residents of the state of Washington; (2) a majority of our tangible assets, measured by market value, are located in the
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state of Washington or we have more than $50 million worth of tangible assets located in the state of Washington; and
(3) any one of the following: (a) more than 10% of our stockholders of record are resident in the state of Washington;
(b) more than 10% of our shares are owned of record by state residents; or (c) 1,000 or more of our stockholders of
record are resident in the state.

If we meet the definition of a target corporation, the WBCA may have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a
change of control.

Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws

Provisions of the certificate of incorporation and bylaws may delay or discourage transactions involving an actual or
potential change in our control or change in our management, including transactions in which stockholders might
otherwise receive a premium for their shares, or transactions that our stockholders might otherwise deem to be in their
best interests. Therefore, these provisions could adversely affect the price of our common stock. Among other things,
the certificate of incorporation and bylaws:

permit the board of directors to issue up to 15,000,000 shares of preferred stock, with any rights, preferences
and privileges as they may designate, including the right to approve an acquisition or other change in our
control;

-13-
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provide that the authorized number of directors may be changed only by resolution of the board of directors;

provide that all vacancies, including newly created directorships, may, except as otherwise required by law,
be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority of directors then in office, even if less than a quorum;

divide the board of directors into three classes;

provide that a director may only be removed from the board of directors by the stockholders for cause;

require that any action to be taken by our stockholders must be effected at a duly called annual or special
meeting of stockholders and not be taken by written consent;

provide that stockholders seeking to present proposals before a meeting of stockholders or to
nominate candidates for election as directors at a meeting of stockholders must provide notice in
writing in a timely manner, and also meet specific requirements as to the form and content of a
stockholder s notice;

not provide for cumulative voting rights (therefore allowing the holders of a plurality of the shares of
common stock entitled to vote in any election of directors to elect all of the directors standing for election, if
they should so choose);

provide that special meetings of our stockholders may be called only by the chairman of the board, our chief
executive officer or by the board of directors pursuant to a resolution adopted by a majority of the total
number of authorized directors; and

provide that stockholders are permitted to amend the bylaws only upon receiving at least two-thirds of the
votes entitled to be cast by holders of all outstanding shares then entitled to vote generally in the election of
directors, voting together as a single class.
The amendment of any of these provisions requires approval by the holders of at least two-thirds of our outstanding
common stock, voting as a single class.

Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for our common stock is American Stock Transfer & Trust Company, LLC. The
transfer agent and registrar s address is 6201 18 Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11219.

Listing

Our common stock is listed on The NASDAQ Global Market under the symbol NSTG.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DEPOSITARY SHARES
General

At our option, we may elect to offer fractional shares of preferred stock, rather than full shares of preferred stock. If
we do elect to offer fractional shares of preferred stock, we will issue receipts for depositary shares and each of these
depositary shares will represent a fraction of a share of a particular series of preferred stock, as specified in the
applicable prospectus supplement. Each owner of a depositary share will be entitled, in proportion to the applicable
fractional interest in shares of preferred stock underlying that depositary share, to all rights and preferences of the
preferred stock underlying that depositary share. These rights may include dividend, voting, redemption and
liquidation rights.

The shares of preferred stock underlying the depositary shares will be deposited with a bank or trust company selected
by us to act as depositary, under a deposit agreement by and among us, the depositary and the holders of the
depositary receipts. The depositary will be the transfer agent, registrar and dividend disbursing agent for the
depositary shares.

The depositary shares will be evidenced by depositary receipts issued pursuant to the depositary agreement. Holders
of depositary receipts agree to be bound by the deposit agreement, which requires holders to take certain actions such
as filing proof of residence and paying certain charges.

The summary of terms of the depositary shares contained in this prospectus is not complete, and is subject to
modification in any prospectus supplement for any issuance of depositary shares. You should refer to the forms of the
deposit agreement, our certificate of incorporation and the certificate of designation that are, or will be, filed with the
SEC for the applicable series of preferred stock.

Dividends

The depositary will distribute cash dividends or other cash distributions, if any, received in respect of the series of
preferred stock underlying the depositary shares to the record holders of depositary receipts in proportion to the
number of depositary shares owned by those holders on the relevant record date. The relevant record date for
depositary shares will be the same date as the record date for the preferred stock.

In the event of a distribution other than in cash, the depositary will distribute property received by it to the record
holders of depositary receipts that are entitled to receive the distribution, unless the depositary determines that it is not
feasible to make the distribution. If this occurs, the depositary, with our approval, may adopt another method for the
distribution, including selling the property and distributing the net proceeds to the holders.

Liquidation Preference

If a series of preferred stock underlying the depositary shares has a liquidation preference, in the event of our
voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up, holders of depositary shares will be entitled to receive
the fraction of the liquidation preference accorded each share of the applicable series of preferred stock, as set forth in

the applicable prospectus supplement.

Redemption
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If a series of preferred stock underlying the depositary shares is subject to redemption, the depositary shares will be
redeemed from the proceeds received by the depositary resulting from the redemption, in whole or in part, of the
preferred stock held by the depositary. Whenever we redeem any preferred stock held by the depositary, the
depositary will redeem, as of the same redemption date, the number of depositary shares representing the preferred
stock so redeemed. The depositary will mail the notice of redemption to the record holders of the
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depositary receipts promptly upon receiving the notice from us and not fewer than 20 or more than 60 days, unless
otherwise provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, prior to the date fixed for redemption of the preferred
stock.

Voting

Upon receipt of notice of any meeting at which the holders of preferred stock are entitled to vote, the depositary will
mail the information contained in the notice of meeting to the record holders of the depositary receipts underlying the
preferred stock. Each record holder of those depositary receipts on the record date will be entitled to instruct the
depositary as to the exercise of the voting rights pertaining to the amount of preferred stock underlying that holder s
depositary shares. The record date for the depositary will be the same date as the record date for the preferred stock.
The depositary will, to the extent practicable, vote the preferred stock underlying the depositary shares in accordance
with these instructions. We will agree to take all action that may be deemed necessary by the depositary in order to
enable the depositary to vote the preferred stock in accordance with these instructions. The depositary will not vote the
preferred stock to the extent that it does not receive specific instructions from the holders of depositary receipts.

Withdrawal of Preferred Stock

Owners of depositary shares will be entitled to receive upon surrender of depositary receipts at the principal office of
the depositary and payment of any unpaid amount due to the depositary, the number of whole shares of preferred
stock underlying their depositary shares.

Partial shares of preferred stock will not be issued. Holders of preferred stock will not be entitled to deposit the shares
under the deposit agreement or to receive depositary receipts evidencing depositary shares for the preferred stock.

Amendment and Termination of the Deposit Agreement

The form of depositary receipt evidencing the depositary shares and any provision of the deposit agreement may be
amended by agreement between the depositary and us. However, any amendment which materially and adversely
alters the rights of the holders of depositary shares, other than fee changes, will not be effective unless the amendment

has been approved by at least a majority of the outstanding depositary shares. The deposit agreement may be
terminated by the depositary or us only if:

all outstanding depositary shares have been redeemed; or

there has been a final distribution of the preferred stock in connection with our dissolution and such
distribution has been made to all the holders of depositary shares.
Charges of Depositary

We will pay all transfer and other taxes and governmental charges arising solely from the existence of the depositary
arrangement. We will also pay charges of the depositary in connection with:

the initial deposit of the preferred stock;
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the initial issuance of the depositary shares;

any redemption of the preferred stock; and

all withdrawals of preferred stock by owners of depositary shares.
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Holders of depositary receipts will pay transfer, income and other taxes and governmental charges and other specified
charges as provided in the deposit agreement for their accounts. If these charges have not been paid, the depositary
may:

refuse to transfer depositary shares;

withhold dividends and distributions; and

sell the depositary shares evidenced by the depositary receipt.
Miscellaneous

The depositary will forward to the holders of depositary receipts all reports and communications we deliver to the
depositary that we are required to furnish to the holders of the preferred stock. In addition, the depositary will make
available for inspection by holders of depositary receipts at the principal office of the depositary, and at such other
places as it may from time to time deem advisable, any reports and communications we deliver to the depositary as the
holder of preferred stock.

Neither the depositary nor we will be liable if either the depositary or we are prevented or delayed by law or any
circumstance beyond the control of either the depositary or us in performing our respective obligations under the
deposit agreement. Our obligations and the depositary s obligations will be limited to the performance in good faith of
our or the depositary s respective duties under the deposit agreement. Neither the depositary nor we will be obligated
to prosecute or defend any legal proceeding in respect of any depositary shares or preferred stock unless satisfactory
indemnity is furnished. The depositary and we may rely on:

written advice of counsel or accountants;

information provided by holders of depositary receipts or other persons believed in good faith to be
competent to give such information; and

documents believed to be genuine and to have been signed or presented by the proper party or parties.
Resignation and Removal of Depositary

The depositary may resign at any time by delivering a notice to us. We may remove the depositary at any time. Any
such resignation or removal will take effect upon the appointment of a successor depositary and its acceptance of such
appointment. The successor depositary must be appointed within 60 days after delivery of the notice for resignation or
removal. The successor depositary must be a bank and trust company having its principal office in the United States of
America and having a combined capital and surplus of at least $50,000,000.

Federal Income Tax Consequences
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Owners of the depositary shares will be treated for U.S. federal income tax purposes as if they were owners of the
preferred stock underlying the depositary shares. As a result, owners will be entitled to take into account for U.S.
federal income tax purposes and deductions to which they would be entitled if they were holders of such preferred
stock. No gain or loss will be recognized for U.S. federal income tax purposes upon the withdrawal of preferred stock
in exchange for depositary shares. The tax basis of each share of preferred stock to an exchanging owner of depositary
shares will, upon such exchange, be the same as the aggregate tax basis of the depositary shares exchanged. The
holding period for preferred stock in the hands of an exchanging owner of depositary shares will include the period
during which such person owned such depositary shares.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE WARRANTS
We may issue warrants for the purchase of our preferred stock or common stock, or any combination thereof.
Warrants may be issued independently or together with our preferred stock or common stock and may be attached to
or separate from any offered securities. Each series of warrants will be issued under a separate warrant agreement to
be entered into between us and a bank or trust company, as warrant agent. The warrant agent will act solely as our
agent in connection with the warrants. The warrant agent will not have any obligation or relationship of agency or

trust for or with any holders or beneficial owners of warrants.

The prospectus supplement relating to a particular series of warrants to purchase our common stock or preferred stock
will describe the terms of the warrants, including the following:

the title of the warrants;

the offering price for the warrants, if any;

the aggregate number of warrants;

the designation and terms of the common stock or preferred stock that may be purchased upon exercise of
the warrants;

if applicable, the designation and terms of the securities with which the warrants are issued and the number
of warrants issued with each security;

if applicable, the date from and after which the warrants and any securities issued with the warrants will be
separately transferable;

the number of shares of common stock or preferred stock that may be purchased upon exercise of a warrant
and the exercise price for the warrants;

the dates on which the right to exercise the warrants shall commence and expire;

if applicable, the minimum or maximum amount of the warrants that may be exercised at any one time;

the currency or currency units in which the offering price, if any, and the exercise price are payable;
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if applicable, a discussion of material U.S. federal income tax considerations;

the antidilution provisions of the warrants, if any;

the redemption or call provisions, if any, applicable to the warrants;

any provisions with respect to the holder s right to require us to repurchase the warrants upon a change in
control or similar event; and

any additional terms of the warrants, including procedures, and limitations relating to the exchange, exercise
and settlement of the warrants.
Holders of warrants will not be entitled:

to vote, consent or receive dividends;

receive notice as stockholders with respect to any meeting of stockholders for the election of our directors or
any other matter; or

exercise any rights as stockholders of us.
This summary of certain provisions of the warrants is not complete. For the terms of a particular series of warrants,
you should refer to the prospectus supplement for that series of warrants and the warrant agreement for that particular
series.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DEBT SECURITIES

The debt securities may be either secured or unsecured and will either be our senior debt securities or our subordinated
debt securities. The debt securities will be issued under one or more separate indentures between us and a trustee to be
specified in an accompanying prospectus supplement. Senior debt securities will be issued under a senior indenture
and subordinated debt securities will be issued under a subordinated indenture. Together, the senior indenture and the
subordinated indenture are called indentures in this description. This prospectus, together with the applicable
prospectus supplement, will describe the terms of a particular series of debt securities.

The following is a summary of selected provisions and definitions of the indentures and debt securities to which any
prospectus supplement may relate. The summary of selected provisions of the indentures and the debt securities
appearing below is not complete and is subject to, and qualified entirely by reference to, all of the provisions of the
applicable indenture and certificates evidencing the applicable debt securities. For additional information, you should
look at the applicable indenture and the certificate evidencing the applicable debt security that is filed as an exhibit to
the registration statement that includes the prospectus. In this description of the debt securities, the words we, us,

our refer only to NanoString Technologies, Inc. and not to any of our subsidiaries, unless we expressly state or the
context otherwise requires.

The following description sets forth selected general terms and provisions of the applicable indenture and debt
securities to which any prospectus supplement may relate. Other specific terms of the applicable indenture and debt
securities will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement. If any particular terms of the indenture or debt
securities described in a prospectus supplement differ from any of the terms described below, then the terms described
below will be deemed to have been superseded by that prospectus supplement.

General

Debt securities may be issued in separate series without limitation as to aggregate principal amount. We may specify a
maximum aggregate principal amount for the debt securities of any series.

We are not limited as to the amount of debt securities we may issue under the indentures. Unless otherwise provided
in a prospectus supplement, a series of debt securities may be reopened to issue additional debt securities of such
series.

The prospectus supplement relating to a particular series of debt securities will set forth:

whether the debt securities are senior or subordinated;

the offering price;

the title;

any limit on the aggregate principal amount;
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the person who shall be entitled to receive interest, if other than the record holder on the record date;

the date or dates the principal will be payable;

the interest rate or rates, which may be fixed or variable, if any, the date from which interest will accrue, the
interest payment dates and the regular record dates, or the method for calculating the dates and rates;

the place where payments may be made;

any mandatory or optional redemption provisions or sinking fund provisions and any applicable redemption
or purchase prices associated with these provisions;
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if issued other than in denominations of U.S. $1,000 or any multiple of U.S. $1,000, the denominations in
which the debt securities shall be issuable;

if applicable, the method for determining how the principal, premium, if any, or interest will be calculated by
reference to an index or formula;

if other than U.S. currency, the currency or currency units in which principal, premium, if any, or interest
will be payable and whether we or a holder may elect payment to be made in a different currency;

the portion of the principal amount that will be payable upon acceleration of maturity, if other than the entire
principal amount;

if the principal amount payable at stated maturity will not be determinable as of any date prior to stated
maturity, the amount or method for determining the amount which will be deemed to be the principal
amount;

if applicable, whether the debt securities shall be subject to the defeasance provisions described below under
Satisfaction and discharge; defeasance or such other defeasance provisions specified in the applicable
prospectus supplement for the debt securities;

any conversion or exchange provisions;

whether the debt securities will be issuable in the form of a global security;

the deletion, addition or change in any event of default;

any change or modification to the subordination provisions applicable to the subordinated debt securities if
different from those described below under Subordinated debt securities;

any deletion, addition or change in the covenants set forth in Article 10 of the indenture;

any paying agents, authenticating agents, security registrars or other agents for the debt securities, if other
than the trustee;

any provisions relating to any security provided for the debt securities, including any provisions regarding
the circumstances under which collateral may be released or substituted;
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any provisions relating to guaranties for the securities and any circumstances under which there may be
additional obligors;

any provisions granting special rights to holders when a specified event occurs;

any special tax provisions that apply to the debt securities;

with respect to the debt securities that do not bear interest, the dates for certain required reports to the
applicable trustee;

any and all additional, eliminated or changed terms that will apply to the debt securities; and

any other terms of such debt securities.
Unless otherwise specified in the prospectus supplement, the debt securities will be registered debt securities. Debt

securities may be sold at a substantial discount below their stated principal amount, bearing no interest or interest at a

rate which at time of issuance is below market rates. The U.S. federal income tax considerations applicable to debt
securities sold at a discount will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement.

Exchange and Transfer

Debt securities may be transferred or exchanged at the office of the security registrar or at the office of any transfer
agent designated by us.
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We will not impose a service charge for any transfer or exchange, but we may require holders to pay any tax or other
governmental charges associated with any transfer or exchange.

In the event of any partial redemption of debt securities of any series, we will not be required to:

issue, register the transfer of, or exchange, any debt security of that series during a period beginning at the
opening of business 15 days before the day of mailing of a notice of redemption and ending at the close of
business on the day of the mailing; or

register the transfer of or exchange any debt security of that series selected for redemption, in whole or in
part, except the unredeemed portion being redeemed in part.
We will appoint the trustee as the initial security registrar. Any transfer agent, in addition to the security registrar
initially designated by us, will be named in the prospectus supplement. We may designate additional transfer agents or
change transfer agents or change the office of the transfer agent. However, we will be required to maintain a transfer
agent in each place of payment for the debt securities of each series.

Global Securities

The debt securities of any series may be represented, in whole or in part, by one or more global securities. Each global
security will:

be registered in the name of a depositary, or its nominee, that we will identify in a prospectus supplement;

be deposited with the depositary or nominee or custodian; and

bear any required legends.

No global security may be exchanged in whole or in part for debt securities registered in the name of any person other
than the depositary or any nominee unless:

the depositary has notified us that it is unwilling or unable to continue as depositary or has ceased to be
qualified to act as depositary;

an event of default is continuing with respect to the debt securities of the applicable series; or

any other circumstance described in a prospectus supplement has occurred permitting or requiring the
issuance of any such security.
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As long as the depositary, or its nominee, is the registered owner of a global security, the depositary or nominee will
be considered the sole owner and holder of the debt securities represented by the global security for all purposes under
the indentures. Except in the above limited circumstances, owners of beneficial interests in a global security will not
be:

entitled to have the debt securities registered in their names;

entitled to physical delivery of certificated debt securities; or

considered to be holders of those debt securities under the indenture.
Payments on a global security will be made to the depositary or its nominee as the holder of the global security. Some
jurisdictions have laws that require that certain purchasers of securities take physical delivery of such securities in
definitive form. These laws may impair the ability to transfer beneficial interests in a global security.

Institutions that have accounts with the depositary or its nominee are referred to as participants. Ownership of
beneficial interests in a global security will be limited to participants and to persons that may hold beneficial interests

through participants. The depositary will credit, on its book-entry registration and transfer system, the respective
principal amounts of debt securities represented by the global security to the accounts of its participants.
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Ownership of beneficial interests in a global security will be shown on and effected through records maintained by the
depositary, with respect to participants interests, or any participant, with respect to interests of persons held by
participants on their behalf.

Payments, transfers and exchanges relating to beneficial interests in a global security will be subject to policies and
procedures of the depositary. The depositary policies and procedures may change from time to time. Neither any
trustee nor we will have any responsibility or liability for the depositary s or any participant s records with respect to
beneficial interests in a global security.

Payment and Paying Agents

Unless otherwise indicated in a prospectus supplement, the provisions described in this paragraph will apply to the
debt securities. Payment of interest on a debt security on any interest payment date will be made to the person in
whose name the debt security is registered at the close of business on the regular record date. Payment on debt
securities of a particular series will be payable at the office of a paying agent or paying agents designated by us.
However, at our option, we may pay interest by mailing a check to the record holder. The trustee will be designated as
our initial paying agent.

We may also name any other paying agents in a prospectus supplement. We may designate additional paying agents,
change paying agents or change the office of any paying agent. However, we will be required to maintain a paying

agent in each place of payment for the debt securities of a particular series.

All moneys paid by us to a paying agent for payment on any debt security that remain unclaimed for a period ending
the earlier of:

10 business days prior to the date the money would be turned over to the applicable state; or

at the end of two years after such payment was due,
will be repaid to us thereafter. The holder may look only to us for such payment.
No Protection in the Event of a Change of Control
Unless otherwise indicated in a prospectus supplement with respect to a particular series of debt securities, the debt
securities will not contain any provisions that may afford holders of the debt securities protection in the event we have
a change in control or in the event of a highly leveraged transaction, whether or not such transaction results in a
change in control.

Covenants

Unless otherwise indicated in a prospectus supplement with respect to a particular series of debt securities, the debt
securities will not contain any financial or restrictive covenants.

Consolidation, Merger and Sale of Assets
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Unless we indicate otherwise in a prospectus supplement with respect to a particular series of debt securities, we may
not consolidate with or merge into any other person (other than one of our subsidiaries), in a transaction in which we
are not the surviving corporation, or convey, transfer or lease our properties and assets substantially as an entirety to,
any person (other than a subsidiary of NanoString Technologies, Inc.), unless:

the successor entity, if any, is a U.S. corporation, limited liability company, partnership, trust or other
business entity;

the successor entity assumes our obligations on the debt securities and under the indentures;

immediately after giving effect to the transaction, no default or event of default shall have occurred and be
continuing; and

certain other conditions specified in the indenture are met.
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Unless we indicate otherwise in a prospectus supplement, the following will be events of default for any series of debt
securities under the indentures:

(1) we fail to pay principal of or any premium on any debt security of that series when due;

(2) we fail to pay any interest on any debt security of that series for 30 days after it becomes due;

(3) we fail to deposit any sinking fund payment when due;

(4) we fail to perform any other covenant in the indenture and such failure continues for 90 days after we
are given the notice required in the indentures; and

(5) certain events involving our bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization.
Additional or different events of default applicable to a series of debt securities may be described in a prospectus
supplement. An event of default of one series of debt securities is not necessarily an event of default for any other
series of debt securities.

The trustee may withhold notice to the holders of any default, except defaults in the payment of principal, premium, if
any, interest, any sinking fund installment on, or with respect to any conversion right of, the debt securities of such
series. However, the trustee must consider it to be in the interest of the holders of the debt securities of such series to
withhold this notice.

Unless we indicate otherwise in a prospectus supplement, if an event of default, other than an event of default
described in clause (5) above, shall occur and be continuing with respect to any series of debt securities, either the
trustee or the holders of at least 25% in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding securities of that series may
declare the principal amount and premium, if any, of the debt securities of that series, or if any debt securities of that
series are original issue discount securities, such other amount as may be specified in the applicable prospectus
supplement, in each case together with accrued and unpaid interest, if any, thereon, to be due and payable
immediately.

Unless we indicate otherwise in a prospectus supplement, if an event of default described in clause (5) above shall
occur, the principal amount and premium, if any, of all the debt securities of that series, or if any debt securities of that
series are original issue discount securities, such other amount as may be specified in the applicable prospectus
supplement, in each case together with accrued and unpaid interest, if any, thereon, will automatically become
immediately due and payable. Any payment by us on the subordinated debt securities following any such acceleration
will be subject to the subordination provisions described below under Subordinated debt securities.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, each indenture will provide that we may, at our option, elect that the sole remedy for

an event of default relating to our failure to comply with our obligations described under the section entitled Reports
below or our failure to comply with the requirements of Section 314(a)(1) of the Trust Indenture Act will for the first
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180 days after the occurrence of such an event of default consist exclusively of the right to receive additional interest
on the relevant series of debt securities at an annual rate equal to (i) 0.25% of the principal amount of such series of
debt securities for the first 90 days after the occurrence of such event of default and (ii) 0.50% of the principal amount
of such series of debt securities from the 915t day to, and including, the 180t day after the occurrence of such event of
default, which we call additional interest. If we so elect, the additional interest will accrue on all outstanding debt
securities from and including the date on which such event of default first occurs until such violation is cured or
waived and shall be payable on each relevant interest payment date to holders of record on the regular record date
immediately preceding the interest payment date. On the 1815t day after such event of default (if such violation is not
cured or waived prior to such 1815t day), the debt securities will be subject to acceleration as provided above. In the
event we do not elect to pay additional interest upon any such event of default in accordance with this paragraph, the
debt securities will be subject to acceleration as provided above.
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In order to elect to pay the additional interest as the sole remedy during the first 180 days after the occurrence of any
event of default relating to the failure to comply with the reporting obligations in accordance with the preceding
paragraph, we must notify all holders of debt securities and the trustee and paying agent of such election prior to the
close of business on the first business day following the date on which such event of default occurs. Upon our failure
to timely give such notice or pay the additional interest, the debt securities will be immediately subject to acceleration
as provided above.

After acceleration, the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding securities of that series
may, under certain circumstances, rescind and annul such acceleration if all events of default, other than the
non-payment of accelerated principal, or other specified amounts or interest, have been cured or waived.

Other than the duty to act with the required care during an event of default, the trustee will not be obligated to exercise
any of its rights or powers at the request of the holders unless the holders shall have offered to the trustee reasonable
indemnity. Generally, the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of any
series will have the right to direct the time, method and place of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available
to the trustee or exercising any trust or power conferred on the trustee.

A holder of debt securities of any series will not have any right to institute any proceeding under the indentures, or for
the appointment of a receiver or a trustee, or for any other remedy under the indentures, unless:

(1) the holder has previously given to the trustee written notice of a continuing event of default with
respect to the debt securities of that series;

(2) the holders of at least 25% in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that
series have made a written request and have offered reasonable indemnity to the trustee to institute the
proceeding; and

(3) the trustee has failed to institute the proceeding and has not received direction inconsistent with the
original request from the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt
securities of that series within 60 days after the original request.

Holders may, however, sue to enforce the payment of principal, premium or interest on any debt security on or after
the due date or to enforce the right, if any, to convert any debt security (if the debt security is convertible) without
following the procedures listed in (1) through (3) above.

We will furnish the trustee an annual statement from our officers as to whether or not we are in default in the
performance of the conditions and covenants under the indenture and, if so, specifying all known defaults.

Modification and Waiver
Unless we indicate otherwise in a prospectus supplement, the applicable trustee and we may make modifications and

amendments to an indenture with the consent of the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the
outstanding securities of each series affected by the modification or amendment.
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We may also make modifications and amendments to the indentures for the benefit of holders without their consent,
for certain purposes including, but not limited to:

to evidence the succession of another person to NanoString Technologies, or successive successions, and the
assumption by any such successor of the covenants of NanoString Technologies in the indentures in
compliance with Article 8 of the indentures;

adding covenants;

adding events of default;

making certain changes to facilitate the issuance of the debt securities;
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to add to, change or eliminate any of the provisions of the indentures or more series of securities, provided
that any such addition, change or elimination (A) shall neither (i) apply to any security of any series created
prior to the execution of such supplemental indenture and entitled to the benefit of such provision nor

(i1) modify the rights of the holder of any such security with respect to such provision or (B) shall become
effective only when there is no such security outstanding;

securing the debt securities;

providing for guaranties of, or additional obligors on, the debt securities;

to establish the form or term of debt securities as permitted by Sections 2.1 and 3.1 of the indenture;

providing for a successor trustee or additional trustees;

conforming the indenture to the description of the securities set forth in this prospectus or the accompanying
prospectus supplement;

curing any ambiguity, defect or inconsistency; provided that such action shall not adversely affect the
interest of the holders in any material respect;

permitting or facilitating the defeasance and discharge of the debt securities;

make such other provisions in regard to matters or questions arising under the indentures or under any
supplemental indentures as our board of directors may deem necessary or desirable, and which does not in
each case adversely affect the interests of the holders of the debt securities of a series; and

comply with requirements of the SEC in order to effect or maintain the qualifications of the indentures under
the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended (the Trust Indenture Act ).

However, neither the trustee nor we may make any modification or amendment without the consent of the holder of
each outstanding security of that series affected by the modification or amendment if such modification or amendment

would:

change the stated maturity of the principal of, or any installment of principal or interest on, any debt security;

reduce the principal, premium, if any, or interest on any debt security or any amount payable upon
redemption or repurchase, whether at our option or the option of any holder, or reduce the amount of any
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sinking fund payments;

reduce the principal of an original issue discount security or any other debt security payable on acceleration
of maturity;

change the place of payment or the currency in which any debt security is payable;

impair the right to enforce any payment after the stated maturity or redemption date;

if subordinated debt securities, modify the subordination provisions in a materially adverse manner to the
holders;

adversely affect the right to convert any debt security if the debt security is a convertible debt security; or
change the provisions in the indenture that relate to modifying or amending the indenture.

Satisfaction and Discharge; Defeasance

We may be discharged from our obligations on the debt securities, subject to limited exceptions, of any series that
have matured or will mature or be redeemed within one year if we deposit enough money with the trustee to pay all
the principal, interest and any premium due to the stated maturity date or redemption date of the debt securities.
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Each indenture contains a provision that permits us to elect either or both of the following:

we may elect to be discharged from all of our obligations, subject to limited exceptions, with respect to any
series of debt securities then outstanding. If we make this election, the holders of the debt securities of the
series will not be entitled to the benefits of the indenture, except for the rights of holders to receive payments
on debt securities or the registration of transfer and exchange of debt securities and replacement of lost,
stolen or mutilated debt securities.

we may elect to be released from our obligations under some or all of any financial or restrictive covenants

applicable to the series of debt securities to which the election relates and from the consequences of an event

of default resulting from a breach of those covenants.
To make either of the above elections, we must irrevocably deposit in trust with the trustee enough money to pay in
full the principal, interest and premium on the debt securities. This amount may be made in cash and/or U.S.
government obligations or, in the case of debt securities denominated in a currency other than U.S. dollars, cash in the
currency in which such series of securities is denominated and/or foreign government obligations. As a condition to
either of the above elections, for debt securities denominated in U.S. dollars we must deliver to the trustee an opinion
of counsel that the holders of the debt securities will not recognize income, gain or loss for U.S. federal income tax
purposes as a result of the action.

With respect to debt securities of any series that are denominated in a currency other than United States dollars,
foreign government obligations means:

direct obligations of the government that issued or caused to be issued the currency in which such securities
are denominated and for the payment of which obligations its full faith and credit is pledged, or, with respect
to debt securities of any series which are denominated in Euros, direct obligations of certain members of the
European Union for the payment of which obligations the full faith and credit of such members is pledged,
which in each case are not callable or redeemable at the option of the issuer thereof; or

obligations of a person controlled or supervised by or acting as an agency or instrumentality of a government
described in the bullet above the timely payment of which is unconditionally guaranteed as a full faith and
credit obligation by such government, which are not callable or redeemable at the option of the issuer
thereof.

Notices

Notices to holders will be given by mail to the addresses of the holders in the security register.

Governing Law

The indentures and the debt securities will be governed by, and construed under, the laws of the State of New York.

No Personal Liability of Directors, Officers, Employees and Stockholders
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No incorporator, stockholder, employee, agent, officer, director or subsidiary of ours will have any liability for any
obligations of ours, or because of the creation of any indebtedness under the debt securities, the indentures or
supplemental indentures. The indentures provide that all such liability is expressly waived and released as a condition
of, and as a consideration for, the execution of such indentures and the issuance of the debt securities.

Regarding the Trustee

The indentures limit the right of the trustee, should it become our creditor, to obtain payment of claims or secure its
claims.
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The trustee will be permitted to engage in certain other transactions with us. However, if the trustee acquires any
conflicting interest, and there is a default under the debt securities of any series for which it is trustee, the trustee must
eliminate the conflict or resign.

Subordinated Debt Securities

The following provisions will be applicable with respect to each series of subordinated debt securities, unless
otherwise stated in the prospectus supplement relating to that series of subordinated debt securities.

The indebtedness evidenced by the subordinated debt securities of any series is subordinated, to the extent provided in
the subordinated indenture and the applicable prospectus supplement, to the prior payment in full, in cash or other
payment satisfactory to the holders of senior debt, of all senior debt, including any senior debt securities.

Upon any distribution of our assets upon any dissolution, winding up, liquidation or reorganization, whether voluntary
or involuntary, marshalling of assets, assignment for the benefit of creditors, or in bankruptcy, insolvency,
receivership or other similar proceedings, payments on the subordinated debt securities will be subordinated in right of
payment to the prior payment in full in cash or other payment satisfactory to holders of senior debt of all senior debt.

In the event of any acceleration of the subordinated debt securities of any series because of an event of default with
respect to the subordinated debt securities of that series, holders of any senior debt would be entitled to payment in
full in cash or other payment satisfactory to holders of senior debt of all senior debt before the holders of subordinated
debt securities are entitled to receive any payment or distribution.

In addition, the subordinated debt securities will be structurally subordinated to all indebtedness and other liabilities of
our subsidiaries, including trade payables and lease obligations. This occurs because our right to receive any assets of
our subsidiaries upon their liquidation or reorganization, and your right to participate in those assets, will be
effectively subordinated to the claims of that subsidiary s creditors, including trade creditors, except to the extent that
we are recognized as a creditor of such subsidiary. If we are recognized as a creditor of that subsidiary, our claims
would still be subordinate to any security interest in the assets of the subsidiary and any indebtedness of the subsidiary
senior to us.

We are required to promptly notify holders of senior debt or their representatives under the subordinated indenture if
payment of the subordinated debt securities is accelerated because of an event of default.

Under the subordinated indenture, we may also not make payment on the subordinated debt securities if:

a default in our obligations to pay principal, premium, if any, interest or other amounts on our senior debt
occurs and the default continues beyond any applicable grace period, which we refer to as a payment default;
or

any other default occurs and is continuing with respect to designated senior debt that permits holders of
designated senior debt to accelerate its maturity, which we refer to as a non-payment default, and the trustee
receives a payment blockage notice from us or some other person permitted to give the notice under the
subordinated indenture.

We will resume payments on the subordinated debt securities:
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in case of a payment default, when the default is cured or waived or ceases to exist, and

in case of a nonpayment default, the earlier of when the default is cured or waived or ceases to exist or 179
days after the receipt of the payment blockage notice.
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No new payment blockage period may commence on the basis of a nonpayment default unless 365 days have elapsed
from the effectiveness of the immediately prior payment blockage notice. No nonpayment default that existed or was
continuing on the date of delivery of any payment blockage notice to the trustee shall be the basis for a subsequent
payment blockage notice.

As a result of these subordination provisions, in the event of our bankruptcy, dissolution or reorganization, holders of
senior debt may receive more, ratably, and holders of the subordinated debt securities may receive less, ratably, than
our other creditors. The subordination provisions will not prevent the occurrence of any event of default under the
subordinated indenture.

The subordination provisions will not apply to payments from money or government obligations held in trust by the
trustee for the payment of principal, interest and premium, if any, on subordinated debt securities pursuant to the
provisions described under the section entitled Satisfaction and discharge; defeasance, if the subordination provisions
were not violated at the time the money or government obligations were deposited into trust.

If the trustee or any holder receives any payment that should not have been made to them in contravention of
subordination provisions before all senior debt is paid in full in cash or other payment satisfactory to holders of senior
debt, then such payment will be held in trust for the holders of senior debt.

Senior debt securities will constitute senior debt under the subordinated indenture.

Additional or different subordination provisions may be described in a prospectus supplement relating to a particular
series of debt securities.

Definitions

Designated senior debt means our obligations under any particular senior debt in which the instrument creating or
evidencing the same or the assumption or guarantee thereof, or related agreements or documents to which we are a
party, expressly provides that such indebtedness shall be designated senior debt for purposes of the subordinated
indenture. The instrument, agreement or other document evidencing any designated senior debt may place limitations

and conditions on the right of such senior debt to exercise the rights of designated senior debt.

Indebtedness means the following, whether absolute or contingent, secured or unsecured, due or to become due,
outstanding on the date of the indenture for such series of securities or thereafter created, incurred or assumed:

our indebtedness evidenced by a credit or loan agreement, note, bond, debenture or other written obligation;

all of our obligations for money borrowed;

all of our obligations evidenced by a note or similar instrument given in connection with the acquisition of
any businesses, properties or assets of any kind,

our obligations:
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as lessee under leases required to be capitalized on the balance sheet of the lessee under generally
accepted accounting principles, or

as lessee under leases for facilities, capital equipment or related assets, whether or not capitalized,
entered into or leased for financing purposes;

all of our obligations under interest rate and currency swaps, caps, floors, collars, hedge agreements, forward
contracts or similar agreements or arrangements;

all of our obligations with respect to letters of credit, bankers acceptances and similar facilities, including
reimbursement obligations with respect to the foregoing;
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all of our obligations issued or assumed as the deferred purchase price of property or services, but excluding
trade accounts payable and accrued liabilities arising in the ordinary course of business;

all obligations of the type referred to in the above clauses of another person, the payment of which, in either
case, we have assumed or guaranteed, for which we are responsible or liable, directly or indirectly, jointly or
severally, as obligor, guarantor or otherwise, or which are secured by a lien on our property; and

renewals, extensions, modifications, replacements, restatements and refundings of, or any indebtedness or
obligation issued in exchange for, any such indebtedness or obligation described in the above clauses of this
definition.

Senior debt means the principal of, premium, if any, and interest, including all interest accruing subsequent to the
commencement of any bankruptcy or similar proceeding, whether or not a claim for post-petition interest is allowable
as a claim in any such proceeding, and rent payable on or in connection with, and all fees and other amounts payable
in connection with, our indebtedness. However, senior debt shall not include:

any debt or obligation if its terms or the terms of the instrument under which or pursuant to which it is issued
expressly provide that it shall not be senior in right of payment to the subordinated debt securities or
expressly provide that such indebtedness is on the same basis or junior to the subordinated debt securities; or

debt to any of our subsidiaries, a majority of the voting stock of which is owned, directly or indirectly, by us.
Subsidiary means a corporation more than 50% of the outstanding voting stock of which is owned, directly or
indirectly, by us or by one or more of our other subsidiaries or by a combination of us and our other subsidiaries. For
purposes of this definition, voting stock means stock or other similar interests which ordinarily has or have voting
power for the election of directors, or persons performing similar functions, whether at all times or only so long as no
senior class of stock or other interests has or have such voting power by reason of any contingency.

-29.
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PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION
We may sell the securities offered through this prospectus (1) to or through underwriters or dealers, (2) directly to
purchasers, including our affiliates, (3) through agents, or (4) through a combination of any these methods. The
securities may be distributed at a fixed price or prices, which may be changed, market prices prevailing at the time of

sale, prices related to the prevailing market prices, or negotiated prices. The prospectus supplement will include the
following information:

the terms of the offering;

the names of any underwriters or agents;

the name or names of any managing underwriter or underwriters;

the purchase price of the securities;

the net proceeds from the sale of the securities;

any delayed delivery arrangements;

any underwriting discounts, commissions and other items constituting underwriters compensation;

any initial public offering price;

any discounts or concessions allowed or reallowed or paid to dealers; and

any commissions paid to agents.
We may issue to the holders of our common stock on a pro rata basis for no consideration, subscription rights to
purchase shares of our common stock or preferred stock. These subscription rights may or may not be transferable by
stockholders. The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the specific terms of any offering of our common or
preferred stock through the issuance of subscription rights, including the terms of the subscription rights offering, the
terms, procedures and limitations relating to the exchange and exercise of the subscription rights and, if applicable, the
material terms of any standby underwriting or purchase arrangement entered into by us in connection with the offering
of common or preferred stock through the issuance of subscription rights.

Sale through Underwriters or Dealers

Table of Contents 60



Edgar Filing: NanoString Technologies Inc - Form S-3

If underwriters are used in the sale, the underwriters will acquire the securities for their own account, including
through underwriting, purchase, security lending or repurchase agreements with us. The underwriters may resell the
securities from time to time in one or more transactions, including negotiated transactions. Underwriters may sell the
securities in order to facilitate transactions in any of our other securities (described in this prospectus or otherwise),
including other public or private transactions and short sales. Underwriters may offer securities to the public either
through underwriting syndicates represented by one or more managing underwriters or directly by one or more firms
acting as underwriters. Unless otherwise indicated in the prospectus supplement, the obligations of the underwriters to
purchase the securities will be subject to certain conditions, and the underwriters will be obligated to purchase all the
offered securities if they purchase any of them. The underwriters may change from time to time any initial public
offering price and any discounts or concessions allowed or reallowed or paid to dealers. The prospectus supplement
will include the names of the principal underwriters the respective amount of securities underwritten, the nature of the
obligation of the underwriters to take the securities and the nature of any material relationship between an underwriter
and us.

If dealers are used in the sale of securities offered through this prospectus, we will sell the securities to them as
principals. They may then resell those securities to the public at varying prices determined by the dealers at the time of
resale. The prospectus supplement will include the names of the dealers and the terms of the transaction.

-30-
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Direct Sales and Sales through Agents

We may sell the securities offered through this prospectus directly. In this case, no underwriters or agents would be
involved. Such securities may also be sold through agents designated from time to time. The prospectus supplement
will name any agent involved in the offer or sale of the offered securities and will describe any commissions payable
to the agent by us. Unless otherwise indicated in the prospectus supplement, any agent will agree to use its reasonable
best efforts to solicit purchases for the period of its appointment.

We may sell the securities directly to institutional investors or others who may be deemed to be underwriters within
the meaning of the Securities Act with respect to any sale of those securities. The terms of any such sales will be
described in the prospectus supplement.

Delayed Delivery Contracts

If the prospectus supplement indicates, we may authorize agents, underwriters or dealers to solicit offers from certain
types of institutions to purchase securities at the public offering price under delayed delivery contracts. These
contracts would provide for payment and delivery on a specified date in the future. The contracts would be subject
only to those conditions described in the prospectus supplement. The applicable prospectus supplement will describe
the commission payable for solicitation of those contracts.

Market Making, Stabilization and Other Transactions

Unless the applicable prospectus supplement states otherwise, each series of offered securities will be a new issue and
will have no established trading market. We may elect to list any series of offered securities on an exchange. Any
underwriters that we use in the sale of offered securities may make a market in such securities, but may discontinue
such market making at any time without notice. Therefore, we cannot assure you that the securities will have a liquid
trading market.

Any underwriter may also engage in stabilizing transactions, syndicate covering transactions and penalty bids in
accordance with Rule 104 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. Stabilizing transactions involve
bids to purchase the underlying security in the open market for the purpose of pegging, fixing or maintaining the price
of the securities. Syndicate covering transactions involve purchases of the securities in the open market after the
distribution has been completed in order to cover syndicate short positions.

Penalty bids permit the underwriters to reclaim a selling concession from a syndicate member when the securities
originally sold by the syndicate member are purchased in a syndicate covering transaction to cover syndicate short
positions. Stabilizing transactions, syndicate covering transactions and penalty bids may cause the price of the
securities to be higher than it would be in the absence of the transactions. The underwriters may, if they commence
these transactions, discontinue them at any time.

Derivative Transactions and Hedging

We, the underwriters or other agents may engage in derivative transactions involving the securities. These derivatives
may consist of short sale transactions and other hedging activities. The underwriters or agents may acquire a long or
short position in the securities, hold or resell securities acquired and purchase options or futures on the securities and
other derivative instruments with returns linked to or related to changes in the price of the securities. In order to
facilitate these derivative transactions, we may enter into security lending or repurchase agreements with the
underwriters or agents. The underwriters or agents may effect the derivative transactions through sales of the
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securities to the public, including short sales, or by lending the securities in order to facilitate short sale transactions
by others. The underwriters or agents may also use the securities purchased or borrowed from us or others (or, in the
case of derivatives, securities received from us in settlement of those derivatives) to directly or indirectly settle sales
of the securities or close out any related open borrowings of the securities.
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Electronic Auctions

We may also make sales through the Internet or through other electronic means. Since we may from time to time elect
to offer securities directly to the public, with or without the involvement of agents, underwriters or dealers, utilizing
the Internet or other forms of electronic bidding or ordering systems for the pricing and allocation of such securities,
you should pay particular attention to the description of that system we will provide in a prospectus supplement.

Such electronic system may allow bidders to directly participate, through electronic access to an auction site, by
submitting conditional offers to buy that are subject to acceptance by us, and which may directly affect the price or
other terms and conditions at which such securities are sold. These bidding or ordering systems may present to each
bidder, on a so-called real-time basis, relevant information to assist in making a bid, such as the clearing spread at
which the offering would be sold, based on the bids submitted, and whether a bidder s individual bids would be
accepted, prorated or rejected. For example, in the case of a debt security, the clearing spread could be indicated as a
number of basis points above an index treasury note. Of course, many pricing methods can and may also be used.

Upon completion of such an electronic auction process, securities will be allocated based on prices bid, terms of bid or
other factors. The final offering price at which securities would be sold and the allocation of securities among bidders
would be based in whole or in part on the results of the Internet or other electronic bidding process or auction.

General Information

Agents, underwriters, and dealers may be entitled, under agreements entered into with us, to indemnification by us
against certain liabilities, including liabilities under the Securities Act.
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LEGAL MATTERS

The validity of the securities offered by this prospectus will be passed upon by Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati,
Professional Corporation, Seattle, Washington. Investment funds associated with Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati,
Professional Corporation hold shares of our capital stock equal to 7,593 shares of our common stock, which represent
less than 1.0% of our outstanding shares of common stock.

EXPERTS

The financial statements incorporated in this prospectus by reference to the Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year
ended December 31, 2013 have been so incorporated in reliance on the report of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, an
independent registered public accounting firm, given on the authority of said firm as experts in auditing and
accounting.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

We file annual, quarterly and other reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. Our SEC filings are
available to the public over the Internet at the SEC s website at http://www.sec.gov. You may also read and copy any
document we file at the SEC s Public Reference Room at 100 F Street, NE, Washington, D.C. 20549. Please call the
SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for further information on the Public Reference Room. Our Annual Report on Form 10-K,
Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, and Current Reports on Form 8-K, including any amendments to those reports, and
other information that we file with or furnish to the SEC pursuant to Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Exchange Act can
also be accessed free of charge through the Internet. These filings will be available as soon as reasonably practicable
after we electronically file such material with, or furnish it to, the SEC.

We have filed with the SEC a registration statement under the Securities Act of 1933 relating to the offering of these
securities. The registration statement, including the attached exhibits, contains additional relevant information about

us and the securities. This prospectus does not contain all of the information set forth in the registration statement.

You can obtain a copy of the registration statement, at prescribed rates, from the SEC at the address listed above. The
registration statement and the documents referred to below under Incorporation by Reference are also available on our
Internet website, www.nanostring.com. We have not incorporated by reference into this prospectus the information on
our website, and you should not consider it to be a part of this prospectus.
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INFORMATION INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

The SEC allows us to incorporate by reference into this prospectus certain information we file with it, which means

that we can disclose important information by referring you to those documents. The information incorporated by
reference is considered to be a part of this prospectus, and information that we file later with the SEC will

automatically update and supersede information contained in this prospectus and any accompanying prospectus
supplement. We incorporate by reference the documents listed below that we have previously filed with the SEC
(excluding any portions of any Form 8-K that are not deemed filed pursuant to the General Instructions of Form 8-K):

our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013, filed on March 27, 2014;

our Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q for the quarters ended March 31 and June 30, 2014, filed on May 15
and August 8, 2014, respectively;

our Current Reports on Form 8-K filed with the SEC on January 13, April 7, May 1, June 2, June
3, July 14, July 24 (as amended on July 31), August 7 and August 27, 2014, respectively; and

the description of our common stock contained in our Registration Statement on Form 8-A as filed with the

SEC on June 21, 2013 pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Exchange Act.
We also incorporate by reference into this prospectus additional documents that we may file with the SEC under
Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of the Exchange Act prior to the completion or termination of the offering, including
all such documents we may file with the SEC after the date of the initial registration statement and prior to the
effectiveness of the registration statement, but excluding any information deemed furnished and not filed with the
SEC. Any statements contained in a previously filed document incorporated by reference into this prospectus is
deemed to be modified or superseded for purposes of this prospectus to the extent that a statement contained in this
prospectus, or in a subsequently filed document also incorporated by reference herein, modifies or supersedes that
statement.

This prospectus may contain information that updates, modifies or is contrary to information in one or more of the
documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus. You should rely only on the information incorporated by
reference or provided in this prospectus. We have not authorized anyone else to provide you with different
information. You should not assume that the information in this prospectus is accurate as of any date other than the
date of this prospectus or the date of the documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus.

We will provide to each person, including any beneficial owner, to whom this prospectus is delivered, upon written or
oral request, at no cost to the requester, a copy of any and all of the information that is incorporated by reference in
this prospectus.

Requests for such documents should be directed to:

NanoString Technologies, Inc.

Attn: Investor Relations
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530 Fairview Avenue, N., Suite 2000
Seattle, WA 98109
(206) 378-6266
You may also access the documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus through our website at
www.nanostring.com. Except for the specific incorporated documents listed above, no information available on or

through our website shall be deemed to be incorporated in this prospectus or the registration statement of which it
forms a part.
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Part 11
Information Not Required in the Prospectus
Item 14. Other Expenses of Issuance and Distribution
The following table sets forth the estimated costs and expenses (other than the actual registration fee), other than

underwriting discounts and commissions, payable by the registrant in connection with the sale of the securities being
registered

Securities and Exchange Commission registration fee $
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