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Columbia, MD 21046
(443) 285-5400

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: From time to time after the effective date of this Registration Statement.

           If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment plans, please check the following box:    o

           If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities Act of
1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest reinvestment plans, check the following box:    ý

           If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, please check the following box and list
the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering:    o                        

           If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities Act
registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering:    o                        

           If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that shall become effective upon filing
with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the following box:    ý

           If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to register additional securities or
additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box:    o

           Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting company. See
the definitions of "large accelerated filer," "accelerated filer" and "smaller reporting company" in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.

Large accelerated filer ý Accelerated filer o Non-accelerated filer o
(Do not check if a
smaller reporting

company)

Smaller reporting company o

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of Securities
to be Registered(1)(2)

Amount to be
Registered

Proposed
Maximum

Offering Price
Per Unit

Proposed
Maximum
Aggregate

Offering Price

Amount of
Registration

Fee

Common Shares of Beneficial
Interest, par value $.01 per share

Preferred Shares of Beneficial
Interest, par value $.01 per share (3) (3) (3) (3)

Depositary Shares

Warrants(4)

(1)
The securities registered hereby may be sold separately, together or in units with other securities registered hereby.

(2)
In addition to any common shares of beneficial interest, preferred shares of beneficial interest and depositary shares as may be issued directly under this
registration statement, an indeterminate number of common shares, preferred shares and other securities that may be issued by the registrant, either at
the option of the holder thereof or the registrant, upon conversion of, or in exchange for, common, preferred or depositary shares or warrants, and for
which no separate consideration will be received, are being registered hereby.

(3)
An indeterminate amount of the securities of each identified class is being registered as may from time to time be offered hereunder at indeterminate
prices. Separate consideration may or may not be received for securities that are issuable upon exercise, conversion or exchange of other securities or
that are issued in units. In accordance with Rules 456(b) and 457(r) under the Securities Act of 1933, the registrant is deferring payment of all of the
registration fee, which will be paid subsequently on a pay-as-you-go basis.

Edgar Filing: CORPORATE OFFICE PROPERTIES TRUST - Form S-3ASR

2



(4)
The warrants, if issued, will entitle the holders thereof to purchase preferred shares and/or common shares, and may be sold separately, together or in
units with other securities registered hereby.
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PROSPECTUS

CORPORATE OFFICE PROPERTIES TRUST
COMMON SHARES OF BENEFICIAL INTEREST

PREFERRED SHARES OF BENEFICIAL INTEREST
DEPOSITARY SHARES

WARRANTS

        This prospectus relates to common shares of beneficial interest, preferred shares of beneficial interest, depositary shares representing
interests in preferred shares and warrants to purchase common shares and/or preferred shares, or any combination of these securities, that we
may sell from time to time in one or more offerings.

        This prospectus describes some of the general terms that may apply to these securities. We will provide the specific terms and conditions of
these sales and the securities offered in supplements to this prospectus prepared in connection with each offering. The prospectus supplement
may also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus. You should read this prospectus and each applicable prospectus
supplement carefully before you invest in the securities. The securities may be offered directly, through agents on our behalf to or through
underwriters.

        Our common shares are listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol "OFC." We have not yet determined whether any of the
other securities that may be offered by this prospectus will be listed on any exchange, inter-dealer quotation system, or over-the-counter market.
If we decide to seek listing of any such securities, a prospectus supplement relating to those securities will disclose the exchange, quotation
system or market on which the securities will be listed.

You should carefully read and consider the risk factors included in our periodic reports and other information that we file with the
Securities and Exchange Commission before you invest in the securities described in this prospectus.

        Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or
determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is March 31, 2009.
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 ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

        This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, or SEC, using a "shelf"
registration process, which enables us, from time to time, to offer and sell in one or more offerings common shares, preferred shares, depositary
shares and warrants to purchase common shares and/or preferred shares or any combination of these securities. This prospectus contains a
general description of the securities that we may offer. Each time we sell any securities pursuant to this prospectus, we will provide a prospectus
supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. The prospectus supplement also may add, update or change
information contained in this prospectus. You should read this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement, together with the additional
information described below under the heading "Where You Can Find More Information," before you decide whether to invest in the securities.

 FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

        This section contains "forward-looking" statements, as defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, that are based on
our current expectations, estimates and projections about future events and financial trends affecting the financial condition and operations of
our business. Forward-looking statements can be identified by the use of words such as "may," "will," "should," "expect," "estimate" or other
comparable terminology. Forward-looking statements are inherently subject to risks and uncertainties, many of which we cannot predict with
accuracy and some of which we might not even anticipate. Although we believe that the expectations, estimates and projections reflected in such
forward-looking statements are based on reasonable assumptions at the time made, we can give no assurance that these expectations, estimates
and projections will be achieved. Future events and actual results may differ materially from those discussed in the forward-looking statements.
Important factors that may affect these expectations, estimates and projections include, but are not limited to:

�
our ability to borrow on favorable terms;

�
general economic and business conditions, which will, among other things, affect office property demand and rents, tenant
creditworthiness, interest rates and financing availability;

�
adverse changes in the real estate markets including, among other things, increased competition with other companies;

�
risks of real estate acquisition and development activities, including, among other things, risks that development projects
may not be completed on schedule, that tenants may not take occupancy or pay rent or that development and operating costs
may be greater than anticipated;

�
risks of investing through joint venture structures, including risks that our joint venture partners may not fulfill their
financial obligations as investors or may take actions that are inconsistent with our objectives;

�
our ability to satisfy and operate effectively under Federal income tax rules relating to real estate investment trusts and
partnerships;

�
governmental actions and initiatives; and

�
environmental requirements.

        We undertake no obligation to update or supplement forward-looking statements. For further information on factors that could impact the
Company and the statements contained herein, you should refer to the "Risk Factors" section in our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K
filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, as it may be updated by information included in our Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q filed
with the Securities and Exchange Commission.
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 SUMMARY

This prospectus summary calls your attention to selected information in this document, but it does not contain all the information that is
important to you. To understand us and the securities that may be offered through this prospectus, you should read this entire prospectus
carefully, including the "Risk Factors" and other information included in the documents to which we refer you in the section called "Where
You Can Find More Information" in this prospectus.

 OUR COMPANY

        General.    We are a specialty office real estate investment trust, or REIT, that focuses primarily on strategic customer relationships and
specialized tenant requirements in the United States Government, defense information technology and data sectors. We acquire, develop,
manage and lease properties that are typically concentrated in large office parks primarily located adjacent to government demand drivers and/or
in demographically strong markets possessing growth opportunities. As of December 31, 2008, our investments in real estate included the
following:

�
238 wholly owned operating properties in Maryland, Virginia, Colorado, Texas, Pennsylvania and New Jersey containing
18.5 million square feet that were 93.2% occupied;

�
14 wholly owned office properties under construction or development that we estimate will total approximately 1.6 million
square feet upon completion;

�
wholly owned land parcels totaling 1,611 acres that were predominantly located near certain of our operating properties and
that we believe are potentially developable into approximately 14.0 million square feet; and

�
partial ownership interests through joint ventures in the following:

�
18 operating properties containing approximately 769,000 square feet that were 90.1% occupied;

�
three properties under construction that we estimate will total 388,000 square feet upon completion and 356,000
square feet in one property that was under redevelopment; and

�
land parcels totaling 274 acres (including 42 acres under contract in one joint venture) that were predominantly
located near certain of our operating properties and potentially developable into approximately 3.0 million square
feet.

        We conduct almost all of our operations through our operating partnership, Corporate Office Properties, L.P., a Delaware limited
partnership, of which we are the managing general partner. The Operating Partnership owns real estate both directly and through subsidiary
partnerships and limited liability companies. The Operating Partnership also owns 100% of a number of entities that provide real estate services
such as property management, construction and development and heating and air conditioning services primarily for our properties, but also for
third parties.

        Interests in our Operating Partnership are in the form of common and preferred units. As of December 31, 2008, we owned 86.2% of the
outstanding common units and 95.8% of the outstanding preferred units in our Operating Partnership. The remaining common and preferred
units in our Operating Partnership were owned by third parties, which included certain of our Trustees.

        We believe that we are organized and have operated in a manner that permits us to satisfy the requirements for taxation as a REIT under the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and we intend to continue to operate in such a manner. If we qualify for taxation as a REIT, we
generally will not be subject to U.S. federal income tax on our taxable income that is distributed to our shareholders. A REIT is subject to a
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number of organizational and operational requirements, including a requirement that it distribute to its shareholders at least 90% of its annual
taxable income (excluding net capital gains).

        Our executive offices are located at 6711 Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite 300, Columbia, Maryland 21046 and our telephone number is
(443) 285-5400.
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 USE OF PROCEEDS

        Unless otherwise set forth in a prospectus supplement accompanying this prospectus, we intend to use the net proceeds of any sale of the
securities that we may offer under this prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement for working capital and other general business
purposes, which may include capital expenditures, acquisition or development of additional properties, repayment of indebtedness and
repurchases of outstanding shares.

 RATIOS OF EARNINGS TO COMBINED FIXED CHARGES
AND PREFERRED SHARE DIVIDENDS

        The following table sets forth our ratios of earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred share dividends for each of the last five
calendar years. For purposes of calculating the ratio of earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred share dividends, earnings were
computed by adding fixed charges (excluding preferred share dividends, preferred unit distributions, capitalized interest and issuance costs
associated with redeemed preferred shares), gain (loss) on sales of real estate, amortization of capitalized interest and distributed (income) loss
of equity investees to income from continuing operations before equity in loss of unconsolidated entities, income taxes and minority interests.
Fixed charges consist of interest costs, debt issuance costs, dividends to preferred shareholders and distributions to preferred unit holders. This
information is given on a historical basis.

2008 2007 2006 2005 2004
Ratio of earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred
share dividends 1.27x 1.02x 1.02x 1.16x 1.23x

5
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 DESCRIPTION OF SHARES

The following summary of the terms and provisions of our common shares, preferred shares and depositary shares representing interests in
preferred shares does not purport to be complete and is subject to and qualified in its entirety by reference to our Declaration of Trust and the
Articles Supplementary to our Declaration of Trust relating to the designation of each series of our preferred shares, each of which is available
from us as described in "Where You Can Find More Information."

General

        Under our Declaration of Trust, we are authorized to issue up to 75,000,000 common shares and 15,000,000 preferred shares. As of
December 31, 2008, 2,200,000 shares were classified as 8.0% Series G Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Shares, all of which were issued and
outstanding; 2,000,000 shares were classified as 7.5% Series H Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Shares, all of which were issued and
outstanding; 3,390,000 shares were classified as 7.625% Series J Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Shares, all of which were issued and
outstanding; and 600,000 shares were classified as 5.60% Series K Cumulative Redeemable Preferred Shares, 531,667 of which were issued and
outstanding; Our Board of Trustees may increase the authorized number of common shares and preferred shares without shareholder approval.
As of December 31, 2008, there were 51,790,442 common shares issued and outstanding.

        We are authorized to issue preferred shares in one or more classes or subclasses, with the designations, preferences, conversion and other
rights, voting powers, restrictions, limitations as to dividends, qualifications and terms and conditions of redemption, in each case, as are
permitted by Maryland law and as our Board of Trustees may determine by resolution. Except for the Series G Preferred Shares, the Series H
Preferred Shares, the Series J Preferred Shares and the Series K Preferred Shares, there are currently no other classes or series of preferred shares
authorized. However, our Operating Partnership has issued to a third party 352,000 Series I Preferred Units.

        As of December 31, 2008, we owned approximately 86.2% of the outstanding common units and 2,200,000 Series G Preferred Units,
2,000,000 Series H Preferred Units, 3,390,000 Series J Preferred Units and 531,667 Series K Preferred Units issued by our Operating
Partnership.

        Each series of units has economic terms substantially equivalent to the economic terms of the corresponding Series G, Series H, Series J
and Series K Preferred Shares, respectively, that we have issued. The 352,000 Series I Preferred Units of our Operating Partnership are owned
by a third party and have a liquidation preference of $25.00 per unit. Prior to the distributions with respect to common units of our Operating
Partnership, and through September 23, 2019, each Series I Preferred Unit is entitled to a priority distribution of 7.5% of the liquidation value
per Series I Preferred Unit, payable quarterly. After September 23, 2019, the priority distribution on the Series I Preferred Units increases in
accordance with the terms thereof. Each Series I Preferred Unit is convertible into 0.5 common units at any time at the option of the holder. We
may redeem the Series I Preferred Units at any time after September 23, 2019 for any amount equal to their liquidation preference.

        The economic terms of the common units will be substantially equivalent to the economic terms of the common shares. The Series G,
Series H, Series I, Series J and Series K Preferred Units are treated equally (i.e., are pari passu) in priority over the common units in our
Operating Partnership with respect to liquidation payments and quarterly distributions. Distributions on these preferred units are the source of
funds for the payment of dividends on our preferred shares.

        Except in certain limited circumstances, at any time that we hold less than 90% of the outstanding partnership units in our Operating
Partnership, any amendment to the Operating Partnership agreement must be approved by the vote of a majority of the common and preferred
units not held by us, each voting as a separate class. If we were to hold 90% or more of the outstanding partnership

6
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units, we would have the right to amend the Operating Partnership agreement without first seeking such unitholder approval.

Common Shares

        All common shares that are currently outstanding have been, or when issued upon redemption of common and preferred units of our
Operating Partnership in accordance with the terms of the Operating Partnership agreement will be, duly authorized, fully paid and
nonassessable. Subject to the preferential rights of our Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares, as well as any other shares or
series of beneficial interest that we may issue in the future, and to the provisions of our Declaration of Trust regarding the restriction on transfer
of common shares, holders of common shares are entitled to receive dividends on such shares if, as and when authorized and declared by the
Board of Trustees out of assets legally available therefor and to share ratably in our assets legally available for distribution to our shareholders in
the event of the liquidation, dissolution or winding-up of COPT after payment of, or adequate provision for, all of our known debts and
liabilities.

        Subject to the provisions of our Declaration of Trust regarding restrictions on transfer of shares of beneficial interest, each outstanding
common share entitles the holder thereof to one vote on all matters submitted to a vote of shareholders, including the election of Trustees, and,
except as provided with respect to any other class or series of shares of beneficial interest, the holders of such common shares possess the
exclusive voting power. There is no cumulative voting in the election of Trustees, which means that the holders of a majority of the outstanding
common shares can elect all of the Trustees then standing for election. The Declaration of Trust provides for the election of Trustees to
staggered three-year terms. See the section below entitled "Classification of Board, Vacancies and Removal of Trustees."

        Holders of common shares have no preference, conversion, sinking fund, redemption or appraisal rights and have no preemptive rights to
subscribe for any of our securities. Subject to the provisions of the Declaration of Trust regarding the restriction on transfer of common shares,
the common shares have equal dividend, distribution, liquidation and other rights.

        Our Declaration of Trust provides for approval by a majority of the votes cast by holders of common shares entitled to vote on the matter in
all situations permitting or requiring action by the shareholders, except with respect to: (i) the election of Trustees (which requires a plurality of
all the votes cast at a meeting of our shareholders at which a quorum is present); (ii) the removal of Trustees (which requires the affirmative vote
of the holders of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of beneficial interest entitled to vote generally in the election of Trustees, which action can
only be taken for cause by vote at a shareholder meeting); (iii) the merger of COPT with another entity or the sale (or other disposition) of all or
substantially all of the assets of COPT (which requires the affirmative vote of the holders of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of beneficial
interest entitled to vote on the matter); (iv) the amendment of the Declaration of Trust (which requires the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all
the votes entitled to be cast on the matter); and (v) the termination of COPT (which requires the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the outstanding
shares of beneficial interest entitled to be cast on the matter). Our Declaration of Trust permits the Trustees, without any action by the holders of
common shares, (a) by a two-thirds vote, to amend the Declaration of Trust from time to time to qualify as a real estate investment trust under
the Code or the Maryland REIT Law and (b) by a majority vote to amend the Declaration of Trust to increase or decrease the aggregate number
of shares of beneficial interest or the number of shares of any class of shares of beneficial interest that we have authority to issue.

7
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Preferred Shares

The following summary of the terms and provisions of our preferred shares does not purport to be complete and is qualified in its entirety
by reference to the pertinent sections of our Declaration of Trust and the Articles Supplementary to the Declaration of Trust relating to the
establishment of each series of our preferred shares, each of which is available from us as described in the section below entitled "Where You
Can Find More Information."

        We issued 2,200,000 Series G Preferred Shares in an underwritten public offering in August 2003; 2,000,000 Series H Preferred Shares in
an underwritten public offering in December 2003; 3,390,000 Series J Preferred Shares in an underwritten public offering in July 2006; and
531,667 Series K Preferred Shares in a private placement in January 2007. We contributed the proceeds of the Series G, Series H and Series J
offerings in exchange for a number of respective Series G, Series H, and Series J Preferred Units equal to the number of the applicable series of
preferred shares that we sold in the respective offerings. We contributed assets acquired through the Series K Preferred Share issuance in
exchange for a number of respective Series K Preferred Units equal to the number of preferred shares that we issued to the seller in the
acquisition. The terms of each series of the preferred units are substantially equivalent to the economic terms of the respective series of preferred
shares to which they relate. The terms of these outstanding series of preferred shares are as follows:

        Ranking.    The Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares, with respect to dividend rights and rights upon our liquidation,
dissolution or winding up, rank (i) prior or senior to the common shares and any other class or series of our equity securities authorized or
designated in the future if the holders of Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares shall be entitled to the receipt of dividends or
of amounts distributable upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up in preference or priority to the holders of shares of such class or series
("Junior Shares"); (ii) on a parity with one another and any other class or series of our equity securities authorized or designated in the future if
the holders of such class or series of securities and the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares shall be entitled to the receipt
of dividends and of amounts distributable upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up in proportion to their respective amounts of accrued and
unpaid dividends per share or liquidation preferences, without preference or priority of one over the other ("Parity Shares"); and (iii) junior to
any class or series of our equity securities authorized or designated in the future if the holders of such class or series shall be entitled to the
receipt of dividends and amounts distributable upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up in preference or priority to the holders of the Series G,
Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares ("Senior Shares").

        Dividends.    Holders of Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares Preferred Shares are entitled to receive, when and as
declared by our Board of Trustees, out of our funds legally available for payment, quarterly cash dividends on such shares at the following rates:
$2.0 per year per Series G Preferred Share; $1.875 per year per Series H Preferred Share; $1.90625 per year per Series J Preferred Share; and
$2.80 per year per Series K Preferred Share. Such dividends are cumulative from the date of original issue, whether or not in any dividend
period or periods such dividends shall be declared or there shall be funds legally available for the payment of such dividends, and are payable
quarterly on January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15 of each year (or, if not a business day, the next succeeding business day) (each a
"Dividend Payment Date"). Any dividend payable on the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares for any partial dividend
period will be computed ratably on the basis of twelve 30-day months and a 360-day year. Dividends are payable in arrears to holders of record
as they appear on our share records at the close of business on the applicable record date, which are fixed by our Board of Trustees and which
are not more than 60 nor less than 10 days prior to such Dividend Payment Date. Holders of Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred
Shares are not entitled to receive any dividends in excess of respective cumulative dividends on such shares. No interest, or sum of money in lieu
of interest, shall be payable in respect
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to any dividend payment or payments on the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares that may be in arrears.

        When dividends are not paid in full upon the Parity Shares, or a sum sufficient for such payment is not set apart, all dividends declared
upon the Parity Shares shall be declared ratably in proportion to the respective amounts of dividends accrued and unpaid on the Parity Shares.
Except as set forth in the preceding sentence, unless dividends on the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares equal to the full
amount of accrued and unpaid dividends have been or contemporaneously are declared and paid or declared and a sum sufficient for the payment
thereof has been or contemporaneously is set apart for such payment, for all past dividend periods, no dividends shall be declared or paid or set
apart for payment by us and no other distribution of cash or other property may be declared or made, directly or indirectly, by us with respect to
any Parity Shares. Unless dividends equal to the full amount of all accrued and unpaid dividends on the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K
Preferred Shares have been paid, or declared and set apart for payment, for all past dividend periods, no dividends (other than dividends or
distributions paid in Junior Shares or options, warrants or rights to subscribe for or purchase Junior Shares) may be declared or paid or set apart
for payment by us and no other distribution of cash or other property may be declared or made, directly or indirectly, by us with respect to any
Junior Shares, nor shall any Junior Shares be redeemed, purchased or otherwise acquired (except for a redemption, purchase or other acquisition
of common shares made for purposes of our employee incentive or benefit plan or any such plan of any of our subsidiaries) for any consideration
(or any monies be paid to or made available for a sinking fund for the redemption of any such Junior Shares), directly or indirectly, by us (except
by conversion into or exchange for Junior Shares, or options, warrants or rights to subscribe for or purchase Junior Shares), nor shall any other
cash or other property be paid or distributed to or for the benefit of holders of Junior Shares. Notwithstanding the provisions described above, we
shall not be prohibited from (i) declaring or paying or setting apart for payment any dividend or distribution on any Parity Shares or
(ii) redeeming, purchasing or otherwise acquiring any Parity Shares, in each case, if such declaration, payment, redemption, purchase or other
acquisition is necessary to maintain our qualification as a REIT.

        Liquidation Preference.    Upon any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up, before any payment or distribution by
us shall be made to or set apart for the holders of any Junior Shares, the holders of Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares
shall be entitled to receive a liquidation preference ($25.00 per share for Series G, Series H and Series J and $50.00 per share for Series K) (the
"Liquidation Preference"), plus an amount equal to all accrued and unpaid dividends (whether or not earned or declared) to the date of final
distribution to such holders; but such holders shall not be entitled to any further payment. Until the holders of the Series G, Series H, Series J
and Series K Preferred Shares have been paid the Liquidation Preference in full, plus an amount equal to all accrued and unpaid dividends
(whether or not earned or declared) to the date of final distribution to such holders, no payment shall be made to any holder of Junior Shares
upon our liquidation, dissolution or winding up. If upon any liquidation, dissolution or winding up, our assets, or proceeds thereof, distributable
among the holders of Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares shall be insufficient to pay in full the above described
preferential amount and liquidating payments on any other shares of any class or series of Parity Shares, then our assets, or the proceeds thereof,
shall be distributed among the holders of the Parity Shares ratably in the same proportion as the respective amounts that would be payable on the
Parity Shares if all amounts payable thereon were paid in full. A voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up shall not include
a consolidation or merger of us with or into one or more other entities, a sale or transfer of all or substantially all of our assets or a statutory
share exchange. Upon any liquidation, dissolution or winding up, after payment shall have been made in full to the holders of the Parity Shares,
any other series or class or classes of Junior Shares shall be entitled to receive any and all of our assets
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remaining to be paid or distributed, and the holders of the Parity Shares shall not be entitled to share therein.

        Voting Rights.    Holders of Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares will not have any voting rights, except as set forth
below and except as otherwise required by applicable law.

        If and whenever dividends on any series or class of Parity Shares shall be in arrears for six or more quarterly periods (whether or not
consecutive), the number of Trustees then constituting our Board of Trustees shall be increased by two (if not already increased by reason of
similar types of provisions with respect to Parity Shares of any other class or series which is entitled to similar voting rights (the "Voting Parity
Shares")), and the holders of all Voting Parity Shares then entitled to exercise similar voting rights, voting as a single class regardless of series,
will be entitled to vote for the election of the two additional Trustees at any annual meeting of shareholders or at a special meeting of the holders
of the Voting Parity Shares called for that purpose. At any time when such right to elect Trustees separately shall have so vested, we must call
such special meeting upon the written request of the holders of record of not less than 20% of the total number of Voting Parity Shares then
outstanding. Such special meeting shall be held, in the case of such written request, within 90 days after the delivery of such request, provided
that we shall not be required to call such a special meeting if such request is received less than 120 days before the date fixed for the next
ensuing annual meeting of shareholders and the holders of the Voting Parity Shares are offered the opportunity to elect such Trustees at such
annual meeting of shareholders. If, prior to the end of the term of any Trustee so elected, a vacancy in the office of such Trustee shall occur by
reason of death, resignation, or disability, such vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term of such former Trustee by the appointment of a
new Trustee by the remaining Trustee or Trustees so elected. Whenever dividends in arrears on outstanding Voting Parity Shares shall have been
paid and dividends thereon for the current quarterly dividend period shall have been paid or declared and set apart for payment, then the right of
the holders of the Voting Parity Shares to elect such additional two Trustees shall cease and the terms of office of such Trustees shall terminate
and the number of Trustees constituting our Board of Trustees shall be reduced accordingly.

        The affirmative vote or consent of at least two-thirds of the votes entitled to be cast by the holders of the outstanding Voting Parity Shares
entitled to vote on such matters, voting as a single class, will be required to (i) authorize, create, increase the authorized amount of, or issue any
shares of any class of Senior Shares or any security convertible into shares of any class of Senior Shares, or (ii) amend, alter or repeal any
provision of, or add any provision to, our Declaration of Trust or Bylaws, if such action would materially adversely affect the voting powers,
rights or preferences of the holders of the Voting Parity Shares; provided, however, that no such vote of the holders of any particular class or
series of the Voting Parity Shares shall be required if, at or prior to the time such amendment, alteration or repeal is to take effect or the issuance
of any such Senior Shares or convertible security is to be made, as the case may be, provisions are made for the redemption of all outstanding
shares of the respective class or series. The amendment of or supplement to our Declaration of Trust to authorize, create, increase or decrease the
authorized amount of or to issue Junior Shares, or any shares of any class or series of Parity Shares shall not be deemed to materially adversely
affect the voting powers, rights or preferences of the holders of the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares.

        With respect to the exercise of the above-described voting rights, each Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Share has one
(1) vote per share, except that when any other class or series of preferred shares shall have the right to vote with the Series G, Series H, Series J
and Series K Preferred Shares as a single class, then the holders of the Series G, Series H and Series J Preferred Shares shall have one quarter of
one (0.25) vote per $25.00 of liquidation preference and the holders of the Series K Preferred Shares shall have one half of one (0.50) vote per
$50.00 of liquidation preference.
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        Conversion.    The Series G, Series H and Series J Preferred Shares are not convertible into or exchangeable for any other property or
securities. The Series K Preferred Shares are convertible into our common shares at any time by the holders, at the rate of 0.8163 common
shares for every one Series K Preferred Share ("Conversion Rate"). This Conversion Rate is subject to adjustment in the event that we effect a
stock split, subdivision of its then outstanding common shares, or distribution of common shares in the form of a dividend. In addition, in the
event that we effect a distribution of securities other than common shares in the form of a dividend, then the Series K Preferred Shares shall be
entitled to receive upon conversion, in addition to the number of common shares receivable upon such conversion, the amount of our other
securities that they would have otherwise received had their Series K Preferred Shares been converted into common shares.

        Optional Redemption.    Shares of the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares will not be redeemable by us prior to the
following dates (except in certain limited circumstances relating to our maintenance of our ability to qualify as a REIT as described in the
section entitled "Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer" above and subject to the holder's right to convert such shares prior to such date in the
manner as described in the section entitled "Conversion" above): August 11, 2008 with respect to the Series G Preferred Shares; December 18,
2008 with respect to the Series H Preferred Shares; July 20, 2011 with respect to the Series J Preferred Shares; and January 9, 2017 with respect
to the Series K Preferred Shares. On or after these respective dates, we may, at our option, redeem the applicable series of preferred shares, in
whole or from time to time in part, at a cash redemption price equal to 100% of the Liquidation Preference, plus all accrued and unpaid
dividends, if any, to the redemption date. The redemption price for each series of these preferred shares (other than any portion thereof
consisting of accrued and unpaid dividends) will be payable solely with the proceeds from the sale of equity securities by us or our Operating
Partnership (whether or not such sale occurs concurrently with such redemption). For purposes of the preceding sentence, "equity securities"
means any common shares, preferred shares, depositary shares, partnership or other interests, participations or other ownership interests
(however designated) and any rights (other than debt securities convertible into or exchangeable at the option of the holder for equity securities
(unless and to the extent such debt securities are subsequently converted into equity securities)) or options to purchase any of the foregoing of or
in us or our Operating Partnership.

        In the event of a redemption of any Series G, Series H, Series J or Series K Preferred Shares, if the redemption date occurs after a dividend
record date and on or prior to the related Dividend Payment Date, the dividend payable on such Dividend Payment Date in respect of such series
of shares called for redemption will be payable on such Dividend Payment Date to the holders of record at the close of business on such
dividend record date, and will not be payable as part of the redemption price for such shares. The redemption date will be selected by us and
shall not be less than 30 days nor more than 60 days after the date notice of redemption is sent by us. If full cumulative dividends on all
outstanding Series G, Series H, Series J or Series K Preferred Shares have not been paid or declared and set apart for payment, no Series G,
Series H, Series J or Series K Preferred Shares may be redeemed unless all outstanding shares within the applicable series of preferred shares are
simultaneously redeemed and neither we nor any of our affiliates may purchase or acquire shares within the applicable series of preferred shares
otherwise than pursuant to a purchase or exchange offer made on the same terms to all holders of such series of preferred shares.

        If fewer than all the outstanding shares within the Series G, Series H, Series J or Series K Preferred Shares are to be redeemed, we will
select those Series G, Series H, Series J or Series K Preferred Shares to be redeemed pro rata in proportion to the numbers of shares of the
applicable series of preferred shares held by holders (with adjustment to avoid redemption of fractional shares) or by lot or in such other manner
as the Board of Trustees may determine.

        Notice of redemption will be given by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of New York, such publication to be
made once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing not less
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than 30 nor more than 60 days prior to the redemption date. A similar notice shall be mailed by us not less than 30 days nor more than 60 days
prior to the redemption date to each holder of the applicable series of preferred shares to be redeemed by first class mail, postage prepaid at such
holder's address as the same appears on our share records. Any notice which was mailed as described above will be conclusively presumed to
have been duly given on the date mailed whether or not the holder receives the notice. Each notice will state: (i) the redemption date, (ii) the
number of preferred shares to be redeemed, (iii) the place or places where certificates for such preferred shares are to be surrendered for cash
and (iv) the redemption price payable on such redemption date, including, without limitation, a statement as to whether or not accrued and
unpaid dividends will be (x) payable as part of the redemption price or (y) payable on the next Dividend Payment Date to the record holder at the
close of business on the relevant record date as described above. From and after the redemption date (unless we default in the payment of our
redemption obligation), dividends on the applicable series of preferred shares to be redeemed will cease to accrue, such shares will no longer be
deemed to be outstanding and all rights of the holders thereof shall cease (except (a) the right to receive the cash payable upon such redemption
without interest thereon and (b) if the redemption date occurs after a dividend record date and on or prior to the related Dividend Payment Date,
the right of record holders at the close of business on such record date to receive the dividend payable on such Dividend Payment Date). The full
dividend payable on such Dividend Payment Date with respect to such the applicable series of preferred shares called for redemption will be
payable on such Dividend Payment Date to the holders of record of such shares at the close of business on the corresponding dividend record
date notwithstanding the prior redemption of such shares.

        The Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares have no stated maturity and are not subject to any sinking fund or mandatory
redemption provisions except as provided under "Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer" above.

        Subject to applicable law and the limitation on purchases when dividends on the Series G, Series H and Series J Preferred Shares are in
arrears, we may, at any time and from time to time, purchase any Series G, Series H and Series J Preferred Shares in the open market, by tender
or by private agreement.

Issuance of Additional Preferred Shares

        The Board of Trustees has the ability to designate additional series of our preferred shares of beneficial interest by adopting an amendment
to the Declaration of Trust designating the terms of such additional series of preferred shares (a "Designating Amendment"). The preferred
shares, when issued, will be fully paid and non-assessable. Because our Board of Trustees has the power to establish the preferences, powers and
rights of each series of preferred shares, subject to the rights of the holders of the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred Shares, our
Board may afford the holders of any series of preferred shares preferences, powers and rights, voting or otherwise, senior to the rights of holders
of common shares. The issuance of additional series of preferred shares could have the effect of delaying or preventing a change of control that
might involve a premium price for shareholders or otherwise be in their best interest. The rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions of the
preferred shares of each series will be fixed by the Designating Amendment relating to the new series.

Operating Partnership Series I Preferred Units

        We conduct almost all of our operations through our Operating Partnership, for which we are the managing general partner. Interests in our
Operating Partnership are in the form of common and preferred units. As of the date of this prospectus, we owned a majority of the outstanding
common units and a majority of the outstanding preferred units. The remaining preferred units in our Operating
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Partnership were 352,000 Series I Preferred Units, owned by TRC Associates Limited Partnership, Incorporated, with terms as follows:

        Voting Rights.    Except in certain limited circumstances, at any time that COPT holds less than 90% of the outstanding partnership units in
our Operating Partnership, any amendment to the Operating Partnership agreement must be approved by the vote of a majority of the common
and preferred units not held by us, each voting as a separate class. If we were to hold 90% or more of the outstanding partnership units, we
would have the right to amend the Operating Partnership agreement without first seeking such unitholder approval.

        Liquidation.    In the event of the dissolution of our Operating Partnership, the holder of the Series I Preferred Units will be entitled to
receive a $25 liquidation preference (the "Series I Liquidation Preference"), prior to any liquidation payment to be made to the holders of the
common units but pari passu with liquidation payments made to us as holder of the Series E, Series F, Series G, and Series H Preferred Units.

        Distributions.    The holder of the Series I Preferred Units is entitled to receive quarterly priority percentage return payments, prior to
distributions made to the holders of the common units but pari passu with distributions made to us as holder of the Series E, Series F, Series G,
and Series H Preferred Units, in an amount equal to a percentage of the Series I Liquidation Preference, which percentage equals 7.50% through
September 23, 2019, and increases thereafter.

        Conversion.    The Series I Preferred Units are convertible into common units at a conversion rate of 0.5 common units per Series I
Preferred Unit.

Depositary Shares

        We may, at our option, elect to offer fractional preferred shares, rather than full preferred shares. In the event such option is exercised, we
will issue receipts for depositary shares, each of which will represent a fraction (to be set forth in the prospectus supplement relating to the
preferred shares) of a share of that series of preferred shares. The preferred shares represented by depositary shares will be deposited under a
deposit agreement between us and a bank or trust company selected by us having its principal office in the United States and having a combined
capital and surplus of at least $50,000,000. Subject to the terms of the deposit agreement, each owner of a depositary share will be entitled, in
proportion to the applicable fraction of a preferred share represented by the depositary share, to all the rights and preferences of the preferred
share, represented thereby (including dividend, voting, redemption, conversion and liquidation rights). The above description of the depositary
shares is only a summary, is not complete and is subject to, and is qualified in its entirety by, the description in the related prospectus
supplement and the provisions of the deposit agreement, which will contain the form of depositary receipt. A copy of the deposit agreement will
be filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission as an exhibit to, or incorporated by reference in, the registration statement of which this
prospectus is a part.

Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer

        For us to qualify as a REIT (as defined in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code") to include certain entities), our
shares of beneficial interest generally must be beneficially owned by 100 or more persons during at least 335 days of a taxable year of 12 months
or during a proportionate part of a shorter taxable year. Also, not more than 50% of the value of the outstanding shares of beneficial interest may
be owned, directly or indirectly, by five or fewer individuals (under the Code) at any time during the last half of a taxable year (other than the
first year for which an election to be a REIT has been made). This test is applied by "looking through" certain shareholders which are not
individuals (e.g., corporations or partnerships) to determine indirect ownership of us by individuals.

13

Edgar Filing: CORPORATE OFFICE PROPERTIES TRUST - Form S-3ASR

18



Table of Contents

        Our Declaration of Trust contains certain restrictions on the number of our shares of beneficial interest that a person may own, subject to
certain exceptions. Our Declaration of Trust provides that no person may own, or be deemed to own by virtue of the attribution provisions of the
Code, more than 9.8% (the "Aggregate Share Ownership Limit") of the number or value of our outstanding shares of beneficial interest. In
addition, our Declaration of Trust prohibits any person from acquiring or holding, directly or indirectly, in excess of 9.8% of our total
outstanding common shares, in value or in number of shares, whichever is more restrictive (the "Common Share Ownership Limit"). Our Board
of Trustees, in its sole discretion, may exempt a proposed transferee from the Aggregate Share Ownership Limit and the Common Share
Ownership Limit (an "Excepted Holder"). However, our Board of Trustees may not grant such an exemption to any person if such exemption
would result in us being "closely held" within the meaning of Section 856(h) of the Code or otherwise would result in our failing to qualify as a
REIT. In order to be considered by our Board of Trustees as an Excepted Holder, a person also must not own, directly or indirectly, an interest in
a tenant of ours (or a tenant of any entity owned or controlled by us) that would cause us to own, directly or indirectly, more than a 9.9% interest
in such a tenant. The person seeking an exemption must represent to the satisfaction of our Board of Trustees that it will not violate the two
aforementioned restrictions. The person also must agree that any violation or attempted violation of any of the foregoing restrictions will result
in the automatic transfer of the shares of stock causing such violation to the Share Trust (as defined below). Our Board of Trustees may require a
ruling from the Internal Revenue Service or an opinion of counsel, in either case in form and substance satisfactory to our Board of Trustees, in
its sole discretion, in order to determine or ensure our status as a REIT.

        Our Declaration of Trust further prohibits (i) any person from beneficially or constructively owning our shares of beneficial interest if such
ownership would result in us being "closely held" under Section 856(h) of the Code or otherwise cause us to fail to qualify as a REIT and
(ii) any person from transferring shares of our beneficial interest if such transfer would result in our shares of beneficial interest being owned by
fewer than 100 persons. Any person who acquires or attempts or intends to acquire beneficial or constructive ownership of our shares of
beneficial interest that will or may violate any of the foregoing restrictions on transferability and ownership, or any person who would have
owned our shares of the beneficial interest that resulted in a transfer of shares to the Share Trust, is required to give notice immediately to us and
provide us with such other information as we may request in order to determine the effect of such transfer on our status as a REIT. The
foregoing restrictions on transferability and ownership will not apply if our Board of Trustees determines that it is no longer in our best interests
to attempt to qualify, or to continue to qualify, as a REIT.

        If any transfer of our shares of beneficial interest occurs which, if effective, would result in any person beneficially or constructively
owning shares of beneficial interest in us in excess or in violation of the above transfer or ownership limitations (a "Prohibited Owner"), then
that number of our shares of beneficial interest, the beneficial or constructive ownership of which otherwise would cause such person to be in
excess of the ownership limit (rounded to the nearest whole share), will automatically be transferred to a trust (the "Share Trust") for the
exclusive benefit of one or more charitable beneficiaries (the "Charitable Beneficiary"), and the Prohibited Owner will not acquire any rights in
such shares. Such automatic transfer will be deemed to be effective as of the close of business on the Business Day (as defined in our
Declaration of Trust) prior to the date of such violative transfer. Shares of beneficial interest held in the Share Trust will be issued and
outstanding shares. The Prohibited Owner may not benefit economically from ownership of any shares of beneficial interest held in the Share
Trust, may have no rights to dividends and may not possess any other rights attributable to the shares of beneficial interest held in the Share
Trust. The trustee of the Share Trust (the "Share Trustee") will have all voting rights and rights to dividends or other distributions with respect to
shares of beneficial interest held in the Share Trust, which rights will be exercised for the exclusive benefit of the Charitable Beneficiary. Any
dividend or other distribution paid prior to the discovery by us that shares of beneficial interest have been transferred to the Share Trust will be
paid
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by the recipient of such dividend or distribution to the Share Trustee upon demand, and any dividend or other distribution authorized but unpaid
will be paid when due to the Share Trustee. Any dividend or distribution so paid to the Share Trustee will be held in the Share Trust for the
Charitable Beneficiary. The Prohibited Owner will have no voting rights with respect to shares of beneficial interest held in the Share Trust and,
subject to Maryland law, effective as of the date that such shares of beneficial interest have been transferred to the Share Trust, the Share Trustee
will have the authority (at the Share Trustee's sole discretion) to (i) rescind as void any vote cast by a Prohibited Owner prior to the discovery by
us that such shares have been transferred to the Share Trust and (ii) recast such vote in accordance with the desires of the Share Trustee acting
for the benefit of the Charitable Beneficiary. However, if we have already taken irreversible trust action, then the Share Trustee will not have the
authority to rescind and recast such vote.

        Within 20 days after receiving notice from us that shares of beneficial interest have been transferred to the Share Trust, the Share Trustee
will sell the shares of beneficial interest held in the Share Trust to a person, designated by the Share Trustee, whose ownership of the shares will
not violate the ownership limitations set forth in the Declaration of Trust. Upon such sale, the interest of the Charitable Beneficiary in the shares
sold will terminate and the Share Trustee will distribute the net proceeds of the sale to the Prohibited Owner and to the Charitable Beneficiary as
described below. The Prohibited Owner will receive the lesser of (i) the price paid by the Prohibited Owner for the shares or, if the Prohibited
Owner did not give value for the shares in connection with the event causing the shares to be held in the Share Trust (e.g., a gift, devise or other
such transaction), the Market Price (as defined in the Declaration of Trust) of such shares on the day of the event causing the shares to be
received by the Share Trustee and (ii) the price per share received by the Share Trustee from the sale or other disposition of the common shares
held in the Share Trust. Any net sale proceeds in excess of the amount payable to the Prohibited Owner will be paid immediately to the
Charitable Beneficiary. If, prior to the discovery by us that shares of beneficial interest have been transferred to the Share Trust, such shares are
sold by a Prohibited Owner, then (i) such shares will be deemed to have been sold on behalf of the Share Trust and (ii) to the extent that the
Prohibited Owner received an amount for shares that exceeds the amount that such Prohibited Owner was entitled to receive as described above,
such excess will be paid to the Share Trustee upon demand.

        In addition, shares of beneficial interest held in the Share Trust will be deemed to have been offered for sale to us, or our designee, at a
price per share equal to the lesser of (i) the price per share in the transaction that resulted in such transfer to the Share Trust (or, in the case of a
devise or gift, the Market Price at the time of such devise or gift) and (ii) the Market Price on the date we, or our designee, accept such offer. We
will have the right to accept such offer until the Share Trustee has sold the shares of beneficial interest held in the Share Trust. Upon such a sale
to us, the interest of the Charitable Beneficiary in the shares sold will terminate and the Share Trustee will distribute the net proceeds of the sale
to the Prohibited Owner.

        All certificates representing the common shares will bear a legend referring to the restrictions described above.

        Every owner of more than 5% (or such other percentage as required by the Code or the regulations promulgated thereunder) of all classes or
series of our shares of beneficial interest, including the common shares, is required to give written notice to us, within 30 days after the end of
each taxable year, stating the name and address of such owner, the number of shares of each class and series of shares of beneficial interest of us
which the owner beneficially owns and a description of the manner in which such shares are held. Each such owner will provide to us such
additional information as we may request in order to determine the effect, if any, of such beneficial ownership on our status as a REIT and to
ensure compliance with the Aggregate Share Ownership Limit. In addition, each shareholder will upon demand be required to provide to us such
information as we may request, in

15

Edgar Filing: CORPORATE OFFICE PROPERTIES TRUST - Form S-3ASR

20



Table of Contents

good faith, in order to determine our status as a REIT and to comply with the requirements of any taxing authority or governmental authority or
to determine such compliance.

        These ownership limitations could delay, defer or prevent a change in control of us or other transaction that might involve a premium over
the then prevailing market price for the common shares or other attributes that the shareholders may consider to be desirable.

Classification or Reclassification of Common Shares or Preferred Shares

        Our Declaration of Trust authorizes the Board of Trustees to reclassify any unissued shares of common or preferred shares into other
classes or series of classes of shares and to establish the number of shares in each class or series and to set the preferences, conversion and other
rights, voting powers, restrictions, limitations and restrictions on ownership, limitations as to dividends or other distributions, qualifications and
terms or conditions of redemption for each such class or series. Thus, in addition to the Series G, Series H, Series J and Series K Preferred
Shares, the Board of Trustees could authorize the issuance of other preferred shares with terms and conditions which could also have the effect
of delaying, deferring or preventing a change in control of COPT or other transaction that might involve a premium over the then prevailing
market price for common shares or other attributes that the shareholders may consider to be desirable.

Vacancies and Removal of Trustees

        The Bylaws of COPT provide that any vacancy on the Board of Trustees may be filled by a majority of the remaining Trustees. Any
individual so elected Trustee will hold office for the unexpired term of the Trustee he or she is replacing. The Declaration of Trust provides that
a Trustee may be removed at any time only for cause upon the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the votes entitled to be cast in the
election of Trustees, but only by a vote taken at a shareholder meeting. These provisions preclude shareholders from removing incumbent
Trustees, except for cause and upon a substantial affirmative vote, and filling the vacancies created by such removal with their own nominees.

Advance Notice of Nominations and New Business

        The Bylaws provide that, with respect to an annual meeting of shareholders, nominations of persons for election to the Board of Trustees
and the proposal of business to be considered by shareholders may be made only (a) pursuant to COPT's notice of the meeting, (b) by the Board
of Trustees or (c) by a shareholder who is entitled to vote at the meeting and has complied with the advance notice procedures set forth in the
Bylaws. With respect to special meetings of shareholders, the Bylaws provide that only the business specified in COPT's notice of meeting may
be brought before the meeting of shareholders and nominations of persons for election to the Board of Trustees may be made only (a) pursuant
to COPT's notice of the meeting, (b) by the Board of Trustees or (c) provided that the Board of Trustees has determined that Trustees shall be
elected at such meeting, by a shareholder who is entitled to vote at the meeting and has complied with the advance notice provisions set forth in
the Bylaws.

Possible Antitakeover Effect of Certain Provisions of Maryland Law

        The Maryland General Corporations Law ("MGCL") contains provisions that may be deemed to have an antitakeover effect. The provisions
applicable to COPT are set forth below.

        Certain Business Combinations.    Under the MGCL, as applicable to Maryland real estate investment trusts, certain business combinations
(including certain mergers, consolidations, share exchanges and asset transfers and certain issuances and reclassifications of equity securities)
between a Maryland real estate investment trust and any person who beneficially owns ten percent or more of the voting power of the trust's
shares or an affiliate of the trust who, at any time within the two-year
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period prior to the date in question, was the beneficial owner of ten percent or more of the voting power of the then outstanding voting shares of
such trust (an "Interested Shareholder"), or an affiliate of such an Interested Shareholder, are prohibited for five years after the most recent date
on which the Interested Shareholder becomes an Interested Shareholder. Thereafter, any such business combination must be recommended by
the board of trustees of such trust and approved by the affirmative votes of at least (i) 80% of the votes entitled to be cast by holders of
outstanding voting shares of the trust and (ii) two-thirds of the votes entitled to be cast by holders of voting shares of the trust other than shares
held by the Interested Shareholder with whom (or with whose affiliate) the business combination is to be effected, unless, among other
conditions, the trust's common shareholders receive a minimum price (as defined in the MGCL) for their shares and the consideration is received
in cash or in the same form as previously paid by the Interested Shareholder for its shares. These provisions of Maryland law do not apply,
however, to business combinations that are approved or exempted by the board of trustees of the trust prior to the time that the Interested
Shareholder becomes an Interested Shareholder. The Board of Trustees has opted out of this statute by resolution. The Board of Trustees may,
however, rescind its resolution at any time to make these provisions of Maryland law applicable to COPT.

        Control Share Provisions.    The MGCL generally provides that control shares of a Maryland real estate investment trust acquired in a
control share acquisition have no voting rights unless those rights are approved by a vote of two-thirds of the disinterested shares (generally
shares held by persons other than the acquiror, officers or trustees who are employees of the trust). An acquiror is deemed to own control shares
the first time that the acquiror's voting power in electing trustees equals or exceeds 20% of all such voting power. Control shares do not include
shares the acquiring person is then entitled to vote as a result of having previously obtained shareholder approval. A control share acquisition
means the acquisition of control shares, subject to certain exceptions.

        A person who has made or proposes to make a control share acquisition, upon satisfaction of certain conditions (including an undertaking to
pay expenses), may compel the Board of Trustees to call a special meeting of shareholders to be held within 50 days of the demand to consider
whether the control shares will have voting rights. The trust may present the question at any shareholders' meeting on its own initiative.

        If voting rights are not approved at the meeting or if the acquiring person does not deliver an acquiring person statement as required by the
statute, then, subject to certain conditions and limitations, the trust may redeem any or all of the control shares (except those for which voting
rights have previously been approved) for fair value, determined without regard to the absence of voting rights for the control shares. Fair value
will be determined as of the date of the last control share acquisition by the acquiror or of any meeting of shareholders at which the voting rights
of such shares are considered and not approved. If voting rights for control shares are approved at a shareholders' meeting and the acquiror
becomes entitled to vote a majority of the shares entitled to vote, all other shareholders may exercise appraisal rights. The fair value of the shares
as determined for purposes of such appraisal rights may not be less than the highest price per share paid by the acquiror in the control share
acquisition.

        The control share provisions do not apply (a) to shares acquired in a merger, consolidation or share exchange if the trust is a party to the
transaction or (b) to acquisitions approved or exempted by the declaration of trust or bylaws of the trust. The Bylaws contain a provision
exempting from the control share acquisition statute any and all acquisitions by any person of COPT's shares of beneficial interest. The Board of
Trustees may, however, amend the Bylaws at any time to eliminate such provision, either prospectively or retroactively.
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Dissolution of the Company; Termination of REIT Status

        The Declaration of Trust permits the termination of COPT and the discontinuation of the operations of COPT by the affirmative vote of the
holders of not less than two-thirds of the outstanding common shares entitled to be cast on the matter at a meeting of shareholders or by written
consent. In addition, the Declaration of Trust permits the termination of COPT's qualification as a REIT if such qualification, in the opinion of
the Board of Trustees, is no longer advantageous to the shareholders.

 DESCRIPTION OF WARRANTS

        We may issue separately, or together with any preferred shares or common shares offered by any prospectus supplement, warrants for the
purchase of other preferred shares and common shares. The warrants may be issued under warrant agreements to be entered into between us and
a bank or trust company, as warrant agent, and may be represented by certificates evidencing the warrants, all as set forth in the prospectus
supplement relating to the particular series of warrants. The following summaries of certain provisions of the warrants are not complete and are
subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, all the provisions of any related warrant agreement and warrant certificate,
respectively, which will be filed with the SEC as an exhibit to, or incorporated by reference in, the registration statement of which this
prospectus is a part.

        A prospectus supplement will describe the terms of the warrants in respect of which this prospectus is being delivered including, where
applicable, the following:

�
the title of the warrants;

�
the aggregate number of the warrants;

�
the price or prices at which the warrants will be issued;

�
the designation, terms and number of common shares or preferred shares that may be purchased upon exercise of the
warrants;

�
the designation and terms of the securities, if any, with which the warrants are issued and the number of the warrants issued
with each such offered security;

�
the date, if any, on and after which the warrants and related preferred shares or common shares with which the warrants are
issued will be separately transferable;

�
the price (or manner of calculation of the price) at which each common share or preferred share may be purchased upon
exercise of the warrant;

�
the date on which the right to exercise the warrants will commence and the date on which the right will expire;

�
the minimum or maximum amount of the warrants which may be exercised at any one time;

�
information with respect to book-entry procedures, if any;

�
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a discussion of certain material federal income tax considerations; and

�
any other terms of the warrants, including terms, procedures and limitations relating to the exchange and exercise of the
warrants.

        The exercise of any warrants will be subject to, and limited by, the transfer and ownership restrictions in our Declaration of Trust. See
"Description of Shares�Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer."
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 FEDERAL INCOME TAX MATTERS

        COPT was organized in 1988 and elected to be taxed as a REIT commencing with its taxable year ended December 31, 1992. COPT
believes that it was organized and has operated in a manner that permits it to satisfy the requirements for taxation as a REIT under the applicable
provisions of the Code and intends to continue to operate in such a manner. No assurance can be given, however, that such requirements have
been or will continue to be met. The following is a summary of the material U.S. federal income ("Federal") tax considerations that may be
relevant to COPT and its shareholders, including the continued treatment of COPT as a REIT for Federal income tax purposes. This summary is
for general information purposes only, and is not intended to be (and is not) tax advice. For purposes of this discussion of "Federal Income Tax
Matters," the term "COPT" refers only to Corporate Office Properties Trust and not to any other affiliated entities.

Edgar Filing: CORPORATE OFFICE PROPERTIES TRUST - Form S-3ASR

25


