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000 B000000 09/30/2008
000 C000000 1299393
000 D000000 N
000 E000000 NF
000 F000000 Y
000 G000000 N
000 H000000 N
000 I000000 6.1
000 J000000 A
001 A000000 WESTERN ASSET VARIABLE RATE STRATEGIC FUND
001 B000000 811-21609
001 C000000 8887770102
002 A000000 55 WATER STREET, 32ND FLOOR
002 B000000 NEW YORK
002 C000000 NY
002 D010000 10041
003  000000 N
004  000000 N
005  000000 N
006  000000 N
007 A000000 N
007 B000000  0
007 C010100  1
008 A000001 LEGG MASON PARTNERS FUND ADVISOR, LLC
008 B000001 A
008 C000001 801-66785
008 D010001 NEW YORK
008 D020001 NY
008 D030001 10018
008 A000002 WESTERN ASSET MANAGEMENT COMPANY
008 B000002 A
008 C000002 801-08162
008 D010002 PASADENA
008 D020002 CA
008 D030002 91101
008 A000003 WESTERN ASSET MANAGEMENT CO. LTD.
008 B000003 A
008 C000003 801-00000
008 D010003 LONDON
008 D050003 ENGLAND
008 D060003 EC2A2EN
012 A000001 AMERICAN STOCK TRANSFER & TRUST COMPANY
012 B000001 84-00416
012 C010001 NEW YORK
012 C020001 NY
012 C030001 10038
013 A000001 KPMG LLP
013 B010001 NEW YORK
013 B020001 NY
013 B030001 10154
014 A000001 LEGG MASON INVESTOR SERVICES, LLC
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014 B000001 8-016767
015 A000001 STATE STREET BANK & TRUST COMPANY
015 B000001 C
015 C010001 BOSTON
015 C020001 MA
015 C030001 02110
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015 E010001 X
018  000000 Y
019 A000000 Y
019 B000000  148
019 C000000 LMPARTNERS
021  000000        0
022 A000001 MORGAN STANLEY
022 B000001 13-2655998
022 C000001   2556666
022 D000001      6533
022 A000002 GOLDMAN, SACHS & CO.
022 B000002 13-5108880
022 C000002     64594
022 D000002     67173
022 A000003 BANK OF AMERICA SECURITIES LLC
022 B000003 56-2058405
022 C000003     57371
022 D000003     52935
022 A000004 CREDIT SUISSE SECURITIES (USA) LLC
022 B000004 05-0546650
022 C000004     47381
022 D000004     33858
022 A000005 LEHMAN BROTHERS INC.
022 B000005 13-2518466
022 C000005     35214
022 D000005     32660
022 A000006 JPMORGAN CHASE & CO.
022 B000006 13-3224016
022 C000006     26421
022 D000006     16470
022 A000007 DEUTSCHE BANK SECURITIES LLC
022 B000007 13-2730828
022 C000007      5071
022 D000007     23761
022 A000008 UBS SECURITIES LLC
022 B000008 13-3873456
022 C000008      8740
022 D000008     11322
022 A000009 BARCLAYS CAPITAL INC.
022 B000009 06-1031656
022 C000009      5037
022 D000009     10508
022 A000010 MERRILL LYNCH, PIERCE, FENNER & SMITH, INC.
022 B000010 13-5674085
022 C000010      8552
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022 D000010      3525
023 C000000    2833712
023 D000000     273122
024  000000 Y
025 A000001 MORGAN STANLEY
025 B000001 13-2655998
025 C000001 D
025 D000001    2531
025 A000002 LEHMAN BROTHERS INC.
025 B000002 13-2518466
025 C000002 D
025 D000002    1907
025 A000003 MERRILL LYNCH, PIERCE, FENNER & SMITH, INC.
025 B000003 13-5674085
025 C000003 D
025 D000003    1010
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025 A000004 GOLDMAN SACHS & CO., INC.
025 B000004 13-5108880
025 C000004 D
025 D000004     480
025 A000005 JPMORGAN CHASE & CO.
025 B000005 13-3224016
025 C000005 D
025 D000005     473
025 A000006 BANC OF AMERICA SECURITIES LLC
025 B000006 56-2058405
025 C000006 D
025 D000006    1670
026 A000000 N
026 B000000 Y
026 C000000 N
026 D000000 Y
026 E000000 N
026 F000000 N
026 G010000 N
026 G020000 N
026 H000000 N
027  000000 N
028 A010000         0
028 A020000         0
028 A030000         0
028 A040000         0
028 B010000         0
028 B020000         0
028 B030000         0
028 B040000         0
028 C010000         0
028 C020000         0
028 C030000         0
028 C040000         0
028 D010000         0
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028 D020000         0
028 D030000         0
028 D040000         0
028 E010000         0
028 E020000         0
028 E030000         0
028 E040000         0
028 F010000         0
028 F020000         0
028 F030000         0
028 F040000         0
028 G010000         0
028 G020000         0
028 G030000         0
028 G040000         0
028 H000000         0
030 A000000      0
030 B000000  0.00
030 C000000  0.00
031 A000000      0
031 B000000      0
032  000000      0
033  000000      0
035  000000      0
036 B000000      0
038  000000      0
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042 A000000   0
042 B000000   0
042 C000000   0
042 D000000   0
042 E000000   0
042 F000000   0
042 G000000   0
042 H000000   0
043  000000      0
044  000000      0
045  000000 Y
046  000000 N
047  000000 Y
048  000000  0.750
048 A010000        0
048 A020000 0.000
048 B010000        0
048 B020000 0.000
048 C010000        0
048 C020000 0.000
048 D010000        0
048 D020000 0.000
048 E010000        0
048 E020000 0.000
048 F010000        0
      PAGE  5
048 F020000 0.000
048 G010000        0
048 G020000 0.000
048 H010000        0
048 H020000 0.000
048 I010000        0
048 I020000 0.000
048 J010000        0
048 J020000 0.000
048 K010000        0
048 K020000 0.000
049  000000 N
050  000000 N
051  000000 N
052  000000 N
053 A000000 Y
053 B000000 N
053 C000000 N
054 A000000 Y
054 B000000 Y
054 C000000 Y
054 D000000 N
054 E000000 N
054 F000000 N
054 G000000 Y
054 H000000 Y
054 I000000 N
054 J000000 Y
054 K000000 N
054 L000000 Y
054 M000000 Y
054 N000000 N
054 O000000 Y
055 A000000 Y
055 B000000 N
056  000000 Y
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057  000000 N
058 A000000 N
059  000000 Y
060 A000000 N
060 B000000 N
061  000000        0
062 A000000 Y
062 B000000   0.0
062 C000000   0.1
062 D000000   4.0
062 E000000   0.0
062 F000000   0.0
062 G000000   0.0
062 H000000   0.0
062 I000000   0.0
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062 J000000   0.0
062 K000000   0.1
062 L000000   0.0
062 M000000   0.0
062 N000000  22.3
062 O000000   0.0
062 P000000  35.0
062 Q000000  38.8
062 R000000   0.0
063 A000000   0
063 B000000  6.3
064 A000000 N
064 B000000 Y
065  000000 N
066 A000000 N
067  000000 N
068 A000000 N
068 B000000 N
069  000000 N
070 A010000 Y
070 A020000 Y
070 B010000 Y
070 B020000 N
070 C010000 Y
070 C020000 N
070 D010000 Y
070 D020000 N
070 E010000 Y
070 E020000 Y
070 F010000 Y
070 F020000 N
070 G010000 Y
070 G020000 Y
070 H010000 Y
070 H020000 N
070 I010000 N
070 I020000 N
070 J010000 Y
070 J020000 Y
070 K010000 Y
070 K020000 N
070 L010000 Y
070 L020000 Y
070 M010000 Y
070 M020000 Y
070 N010000 Y
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070 N020000 N
070 O010000 Y
070 O020000 Y
070 P010000 Y
070 P020000 N
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070 Q010000 N
070 Q020000 N
070 R010000 N
070 R020000 N
071 A000000    118755
071 B000000    110203
071 C000000    143525
071 D000000   77
072 A000000 12
072 B000000     9537
072 C000000        5
072 D000000        0
072 E000000        0
072 F000000     1185
072 G000000        0
072 H000000        0
072 I000000       17
072 J000000        3
072 K000000        0
072 L000000       92
072 M000000       10
072 N000000       17
072 O000000        0
072 P000000       99
072 Q000000        0
072 R000000       63
072 S000000       23
072 T000000        0
072 U000000        0
072 V000000        0
072 W000000       12
072 X000000     1521
072 Y000000        0
072 Z000000     8021
072AA000000     1144
072BB000000        0
072CC010000        0
072CC020000    30863
072DD010000     7950
072DD020000        0
072EE000000     1339
073 A010000   0.9551
073 A020000   0.0000
073 B000000   0.1609
073 C000000   0.0000
074 A000000      112
074 B000000     5029
074 C000000      199
074 D000000   120962
074 E000000       18
074 F000000        0
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074 G000000        0
074 H000000        0
074 I000000       77
074 J000000    17240
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074 K000000        0
074 L000000     2150
074 M000000     1203
074 N000000   146989
074 O000000    18602
074 P000000       99
074 Q000000        0
074 R010000        0
074 R020000        0
074 R030000      243
074 R040000     2166
074 S000000        0
074 T000000   125879
074 U010000     8323
074 U020000        0
074 V010000    15.12
074 V020000     0.00
074 W000000   0.0000
074 X000000     5963
074 Y000000      878
075 A000000        0
075 B000000   141616
076  000000    12.00
077 A000000 Y
077 B000000 Y
077 C000000 N
077 D000000 N
077 E000000 N
077 F000000 N
077 G000000 N
077 H000000 N
077 I000000 N
077 J000000 N
077 K000000 N
077 L000000 N
077 M000000 N
077 N000000 N
077 O000000 N
077 P000000 N
077 Q010000 N
077 Q020000 N
077 Q030000 N
078  000000 N
080 A000000 ICI Mutual Insurance Companies
080 C000000   100000
081 A000000 Y
081 B000000 147
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082 A000000 Y
082 B000000      250
083 A000000 N
083 B000000        0
084 A000000 N
084 B000000        0
085 A000000 Y
085 B000000 N
086 A010000      0
086 A020000      0
086 B010000      0
086 B020000      0
086 C010000      0
086 C020000      0
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086 D010000      0
086 D020000      0
086 E010000      0
086 E020000      0
086 F010000      0
086 F020000      0
087 A010000 COMMON STOCK
087 A020000 957667108
087 A030000 GFY
088 A000000 N
088 B000000 N
088 C000000 N
088 D000000 N
SIGNATURE   KAPREL OZSOLAK
TITLE       TREASURER
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